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Foreword from the Prime Minister 

Our natural environment is our most 

precious inheritance. The United 

Kingdom is blessed with a wonderful 

variety of natural landscapes and habitats 

and our 25 Year Environment Plan sets 

out our comprehensive and long-term 

approach to protecting and enhancing 

them in England for the next generation. 

Its goals are simple: cleaner air and 

water; plants and animals which are 

thriving; and a cleaner, greener country 

for us all. We have already taken huge 

strides to improve environmental 

protections, from banning microbeads 

which harm our marine life to improving 

the quality of the air we breathe to 

improving standards of animal welfare. 

This plan sets out the further action we 

will take. 

By using our land more sustainably and 

creating new habitats for wildlife, 

including by planting more trees, we can 

arrest the decline in native species and 

improve our biodiversity. By tackling the 

scourge of waste plastic we can make our 

oceans cleaner and healthier. Connecting 

more people with the environment will 

promote greater well-being. And by 

making the most of emerging 

technologies, we can build a cleaner, 

greener country and reap the economic 

rewards of the clean growth revolution.

The success of the 5p plastic bag charge 

in reducing the use of carrier bags by 

85% shows the difference which 

government action can make, and 

demonstrates that protecting our 

environment is a job for each one of us. 

This is a national plan of action, with 

international ambition. As well as setting 

an example for others to follow in our 

treatment of the countryside, rivers, 

coastlines and air, we will also bring the 

United Kingdomôs international influence 

to bear in pursuit of a cleaner and safer 

world. 

From reducing our carbon emissions and 

building resilience against the extreme 

weather associated with climate change, 

to leading international action to protect 

endangered species, the UK is an 

international champion for the protection 

of our planet and we will build on our 

record in the years ahead. 

When the United Kingdom leaves the 

European Union, control of important 

areas of environmental policy will return 

to these shores. We will use this 

opportunity to strengthen and enhance 

the protections our countryside, rivers, 

coastline and wildlife habitats enjoy, and 

develop new methods of agricultural and 

fisheries support which put the 

environment first.  

1O DOWNING STREET  
LONDON SW1A 2AA 

 

1O DOWNING STREET  
LONDON SW1A 2AA 



25 Year Environment Plan 
 

5 

We hold our natural environment in trust 

for the next generation. By implementing 

the measures in this ambitious plan, ours 

can become the first generation to leave 

that environment in a better state than we 

found it and pass on to the next 

generation a natural environment 

protected and enhanced for the future. 

 

The Prime Minister  
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Foreword from the Secretary of State 

It is this Governmentôs ambition to leave 

our environment in a better state than we 

found it. We have made significant 

progress but there is much more to be 

done. The 25 Year Environment Plan that 

we have published today outlines the 

steps we propose to take to achieve our 

ambition.  

Environment is ï at its roots ï another 

word for nature, for the planet that 

sustains us, the life on earth that inspires 

wonder and reverence, the places dear to 

us we wish to protect and preserve. We 

value those landscapes and coastlines as 

goods in themselves, places of beauty 

which nurture and support all forms of 

wildlife. 

Respecting natureôs intrinsic value, and 

the value of all life, is critical to our 

mission. For this reason we safeguard 

cherished landscapes from economic 

exploitation, protect the welfare of 

sentient animals and strive to preserve 

endangered woodland and plant life, not 

to mention the greening of our urban 

environments. 

But we also draw from the planet all the 

raw materials we need to live ï food, 

water, air and energy for growth. So 

protecting and enhancing the 

environment, as this Plan lays out, is 

about more than respecting nature. It is 

critical if the next generation is to flourish, 

with abundant natural resources to draw 

on, that we look after our and their 

inheritance wisely.

We need to replenish depleted soil, plant 

trees, support wetlands and peatlands, rid 

seas and rivers of rubbish, reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, cleanse the 

air of pollutants, develop cleaner, 

sustainable energy and protect 

threatened species and habitats.  

Previous Governments, here and in other 

nations, have made welcome strides and 

driven environmental improvement. Yet 

as this 25 Year Plan makes clear, there is 

much more still to do. We must tread 

more lightly on our planet, using 

resources more wisely and radically 

reducing the waste we generate. Waste is 

choking our oceans and despoiling our 

landscapes as well as contributing to 

greenhouse gas emissions and scarring 

habitats. The success of the 5p plastic 

bag charge in reducing the use of carrier 

bags by 85% shows the difference which 

government action can make, and 

demonstrates that protecting our 

environment is a job for each one of us.  

The Plan outlines ways to reduce the use 

of plastics that contribute to pollution, and 

broader steps to encourage recycling and 

the more thoughtful use of resources. 

Over the lifetime of this Plan, we want to 

eliminate all avoidable plastic waste. 

The Governmentôs Clean Growth 

Strategy ï the sister document to this 

Environment Plan ï sets out how we will 

deliver the clean, green growth needed to 

combat global warming.  
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We will do what is necessary to adapt to 

the effects of a changing climate, 

improving the resilience of our 

infrastructure, housing and natural 

environment. 

Population growth and economic 

development will mean more demand for 

housing and this Government is 

committed to building many more homes. 

However, we will ensure that we support 

development and the environment by 

embedding the principle that new 

development should result in net 

environmental gain ï with neglected or 

degraded land returned to health and 

habitats for wildlife restored or created. 

Most of our land is used, however, for 

agriculture not housing. The new system 

of support that we will bring in for farmers 

ï true friends of the earth, who recognise 

that a care for land is crucial to future 

rural prosperity ï will have environmental 

enhancement at its heart.  

We will support farmers to turn over fields 

to meadows rich in herbs and wildflowers, 

plant more trees, restore habitats for 

endangered species, recover soil fertility 

and attract wildlife back. We will ensure 

broader landscapes are transformed by 

connecting habitats into larger corridors 

for wildlife, as recommended by Sir John 

Lawton in his official review.  

 

Our plan for a new Northern Forest, to 

which we are contributing more than £5 

million, will be accompanied by a new 

review of National Parks and Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Planting more trees provides not just new 

habitats for wildlife ï it also helps reduce 

carbon dioxide levels and can reduce 

flood risk.

We will work with nature to protect 

communities from flooding, slowing rivers 

and creating and sustaining more 

wetlands to reduce flood risk and offer 

valuable habitats. 

Beyond our coastlines, we must do more 

to protect the seas around us and marine 

wildlife. Leaving the EU means taking 

back control of the waters around these 

islands. We will develop a fishing policy 

that ensures seas return to health and 

fish stocks are replenished. We will also 

extend the marine protected areas 

around our coasts so that these stretches 

of environmentally precious maritime 

heritage have the best possible 

protection. 

Internationally, we will lead the fight 

against climate change, invest to prevent 

wildlife crime, pursue a ban on sales of 

ivory, and strengthen partnerships to 

tackle illegal wildlife trade beyond 

borders, including investigating the 

feasibility of an anti-poaching taskforce. 

We will underpin all this action with a 

comprehensive set of environmental 

principles. To ensure strong governance, 

we will consult on plans to set up a world-

leading environmental watchdog, an 

independent, statutory body, to hold 

Government to account for upholding 

environmental standards.We will regularly 

update this Plan to reflect the changing 

nature of the environment.  

While this 25 Year Environment Plan 

relates only to areas for which HMG is 

responsible, we will continue to work with 

the devolved administrations on our 

shared goal of protecting our natural 

heritage.
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These actions will, we hope, ensure that 

this country is recognised as the leading 

global champion of a greener, healthier, 

more sustainable future for the next 

generation. 

 

The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP  

 

Secretary of State for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs  
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Executive summary

This 25 Year Environment Plan sets out 

government action to help the natural 

world regain and retain good health. It 

aims to deliver cleaner air and water in 

our cities and rural landscapes, protect 

threatened species and provide richer 

wildlife habitats. It calls for an approach to 

agriculture, forestry, land use and fishing 

that puts the environment first. 

The Plan looks forward to delivering a 

Green Brexit ï seizing this once-in-a-

lifetime chance to reform our agriculture 

and fisheries management, how we 

restore nature, and how we care for our 

land, our rivers and our seas. 

Our ambitious proposals will tackle the 

growing problems of waste and soil 

degradation ï issues that affect our urban 

areas as well as our countryside. They 

seek to improve social justice by tackling 

the pollution suffered by those living in 

less favourable areas, and by opening up 

the mental and physical health benefits of 

the natural world to people from the 

widest possible range of ages and 

backgrounds.   

We also set out how we will tackle the 

effects of climate change ï still perhaps 

the most serious long-term risk to the 

environment given higher land and sea 

temperatures, rising sea levels, extreme 

weather patterns and ocean acidification, 

which harms marine species.  

The UK Government has a role in 

protecting and improving the environment 

both at home and abroad. We will show 

leadership on conservation, climate 

change, land use, sustainable global food 

supplies and marine health.

We will champion sustainable 

development, lead in environmental 

science, innovate to achieve clean growth 

and increase resource efficiency to 

provide benefits to both our environment 

and economy, and keep our pledge to 

hand over our planet to the next 

generation in a better condition than 

when we inherited it.  

We will also set gold standards in 

protecting and growing natural capital ï 

leading the world in using this approach 

as a tool in decision-making. We will take 

into account the often hidden additional 

benefits in every aspect of the 

environment for national wellbeing, health 

and economic prosperity, with scientific 

and economic evidence to the fore.  

Since the UK Government is responsible 

for a number of policies and programmes 

which affect sectors across the UK and 

internationally, some aspects of the Plan 

will apply to the UK as a whole. In other 

areas where environmental policy is 

devolved and responsibility rests with the 

Scottish Government, Welsh Government 

and Northern Ireland Executive, the 

proposals in this Plan apply to England 

only.  

More broadly, we will work with the 

Devolved Administrations as we leave the 

EU to uphold environmental standards 

and go further to protect our shared 

natural heritage. We will continue to work 

with the Devolved Administrations on 

areas where common frameworks will 

need to be retained in the future. This 

Plan does not pre-empt these 

discussions.  



25 Year Environment Plan 
 

10 

Our 25-year goals  

By adopting this Plan we will achieve: 

1. Clean air. 

2. Clean and plentiful water. 

3. Thriving plants and wildlife. 

4. A reduced risk of harm from 

environmental hazards such as 

flooding and drought. 

5. Using resources from nature more 

sustainably and efficiently. 

6. Enhanced beauty, heritage and 

engagement with the natural 

environment. 

In addition, we will manage pressures on 

the environment by: 

7. Mitigating and adapting to climate 

change.  

8. Minimising waste. 

9. Managing exposure to chemicals. 

10. Enhancing biosecurity. 

Our policies 

We will take action on a number of fronts, 

looking to join up policies in a way that 

maximises benefits and value for money. 

We have identified six key areas around 

which action will be focused. These are: 

¶ Using and managing land sustainably 

(chapter 1). 

¶ Recovering nature and enhancing the 

beauty of landscapes 

(chapter 2). 

¶ Connecting people with the 

environment to improve health and 

wellbeing 

(chapter 3). 

¶ Increasing resource efficiency, and 

reducing pollution and waste  

(chapter 4). 

¶ Securing clean, productive and 

biologically diverse seas and oceans 

(chapter 5). 

¶ Protecting and improving the global 

environment  

(chapter 6). 
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Putting the Plan into practice  

This Plan is a living blueprint for the 

environment covering the next quarter of 

a century. It is an ambitious project, made 

even more so by our use of a natural 

capital approach, a world first.  

As recommended by the Natural Capital 

Committee, making the vision of a 

healthier environment a reality requires 

solid foundations: comprehensive, 

reliable data; strong governance and 

accountability; a robust delivery 

framework, and everyone to play a role. 

Leaving the EU presents a unique 

opportunity to set in motion the 

behavioural and institutional changes 

necessary to build sustainable, enduring 

growth as well as an improvement in our 

wellbeing. Critical to delivering the 

outcomes we want to see is an effective 

governance structure underpinned by 

environmental principles ï on which we 

will consult early in 2018. We will develop 

a set of metrics to assess progress 

towards our 25 year goals. 

We will report on progress annually and 

refresh the Plan periodically to make sure 

that our actions continue to target the 

right improvements and make a real 

difference. Although the Plan is 

government-led, everyone in society can 

play their part in improving the natural 

world, recognising its full value to all. 

The Plan sits alongside two other 

important government strategies. The 

Industrial Strategy sets out how we will 

boost productivity across the UK through 

five foundations ï ideas, people, 

infrastructure, business, environment, 

and places. Clean Growth is one of the 

four Grand Challenges laid out in the 

strategy that will put the UK at the 

forefront of industries of the future, 

ensuring that it takes advantage of 

transformational global trends.  

The Clean Growth Strategy sets out the 

UKôs reaffirmed ambition to promote the 

ambitious economic and environmental 

policies to mitigate climate change and 

deliver clean, green growth.  

 

Durdle Door, Dorset  












































































































































































































































