
Annex 1 Devon & Severn IFCA Metrics 
 

 
 
Size of the District 
 
4,522 km2 of sea      
 
1,314 km2 of coastline 
 
9,141 km2 of land 
 
The largest IFCA district, with the added complication of two coasts. 
 
In addition, D&S IFCA has cross-boundary co-operation and joint management 
responsibilities with 2 adjacent IFCAs (Cornwall and Southern), Welsh Government and the 
MMO.  Lundy Island is 12 miles off the coast and was the first MCZ in the country and has a 
No Take Zone.  
 
Costs 
 
The annual budget divided by area of sea is £158.12 per km2 for 2019. 
One FTE (enforcement officers only) for every 1130.5 km2 of coastal waters to protect and 
manage. 
 
Fishing Activity within the District 
 
On 1st March 2019 the number of D&S IFCA permits issued were 1129 under its permitting 
byelaw scheme. Each permit lasts for a period of 24 months 
 
Towed Gear Permits  147 Commercial (at sea)   12 Commercial (estuary) 

Potting Permits  199 Commercial  362 Recreational 

Diving Permits     23 Commercial  217 Recreational  

Netting Permits  123 Commercial  46 Recreational 



 
There are 24 ports and harbours ranging in size from the River Parrott to Brixham and 
Plymouth Harbours, two of the largest fishing ports in England, in terms of landings and 
value of landings. 
 
Enforcement Activity 
 
In the period from April 2018 to March 2019 there were 46 cases where evidence was found 

by IFCA Enforcement Officers and other agencies. These were the outcomes: 

 

• No further action was taken on 9 of the cases  

• 13 on-going cases. 

• 12 Official written warnings were given. 

• 5 Financial Administrative Penalties were given. 

• 2 completed court cases, one of which was successfully prosecuted. 

• 3 pending court cases. 

 
Marine Protected Areas 

 

• Ten European Marine Sites including the Bristol Channel Approaches cSAC for 

Harbour Porpoises are located in the D&S IFCA District. 

• Four Tranche 1 Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs). 

• Two Tranche 2 MCZs. 

• Six recommended Tranche 3 MCZs within the District are proposed and will be 

designated in the summer of 2019. 

• 1,881 km2 of MPAs (excluding co-location of EMS & MCZ) lie within the D&S IFCA 

District. 

• 42% of D&S IFCA District lies within an MPA before Tranche 3 designations. 

• 58 management measures under D&S IFCA Permitting Byelaws have been 

introduced which restrict activities in MPAs. 


