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COVID – 19: Defra Advice for Fishing  
 
Defra issues advice for all parts of the fishing industry and for recreational angling  

 
COVID-19 is continuing to put pressure on 
all parts of the fishing industry.  
 
Defra are considering a range of 
measures to support the industry, and 
below is an update of advice and the 
support measures that are currently in 
place. 
 
 

 
 
Recreational Angling 
 

• The requirements on social distancing mean you should not be leaving your house in 
order to go fishing recreationally. 

 
Government financial support package 
  

A summary document explaining which of the government support measures are currently 
available to the seafood industry can be found here.  
 
Information about all the government support available can be accessed through the new 
Coronavirus Business Support website which launched on Monday 23 March. It is designed 
to help businesses find the right support, advice and information to assist with the impact of 
Coronavirus. 
 
The Chancellor has announced a new Self-Employed Income Support Scheme. 
The government will pay self-employed people, who have been adversely affected by the 
Coronavirus, a taxable grant worth 80% of their average monthly profits over the last three 
years, up to £2,500 a month. The scheme will be open for at least three months, backdated 
to 1 March. 
 

• If you’re eligible, HMRC will contact you directly, ask you to fill out a simple online 
form, then pay the grant straight into your bank account. 

 
For small and medium sized businesses, the new Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 
Scheme is now open for applications. 
  
Larger firms can also speak to their lenders to access The Bank of England’s Covid 
Corporate Financing Facility. 
  
Information for businesses and employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales is also 
available. 
 
 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/0a593e0425c4d94483b10bc1f/files/9741d00d-df02-4c92-a1cd-d99da42d7f71/Government_Financial_support_measures_available_to_Fishing_industry.01.pdf
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/coronavirus-business-support/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme/
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme/
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/covid-19-corporate-financing-facility/
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/covid-19-corporate-financing-facility/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxNTY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NvdmlkLTE5LWd1aWRhbmNlLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWZvci1uaS1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWVtcGxveWVycz91dG1fc291cmNlPTI5NmFlYmM5LTM0NjAtNDhhNC1iNmJmLWNlNzExOWUxNGEzNiZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3Z1ay1ub3RpZmljYXRpb25zJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWRhaWx5In0.c3MFCFkcgMHY6h97CgGr4Zzo1qMYfOyKBvh_HVFHBOw/br/76488469382-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxNTY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tZm9yLWluZGl2aWR1YWxzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWluLXNjb3RsYW5kIn0.hleA6Sz5E5X85d8szf-YzeeXoJ8OkmLEM8uVMgQlhr8/br/76488469382-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxNTY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tZm9yLWluZGl2aWR1YWxzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWluLXdhbGVzIn0.WcIKPoh7rUJsaPRHZaPVpbnI_orRa3gvZzvLJ82hVjA/br/76488469382-l
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Guidance for UK businesses trading internationally  
 
The Department for International Trade has published updated guidance on the support that 
is available for businesses that export or deliver goods and services abroad and have been 
impacted by coronavirus, for example through assistance with customs authorities to ensure 
smooth clearance of products and financial support for businesses trading internationally. 
 
 
Food production classed as key workers   
 

Schools, and all childcare providers, have been asked by the Government to continue to 
provide care for children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response, in line with 
guidance published on 19 March.  
 

• This comprises people involved in food production, processing, distribution, sale and 
delivery, including the seafood industry. 

 
Following the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on Monday 23 March, the Government 
has published updated guidance for businesses in light of further social distancing 
measures, including the list of businesses and premises that must now be shut, and the 
measures that those retail and public premises that remain open must take to ensure social 
distancing.  
 

• Where it is not possible to work from home people may continue to travel to work 
where necessary but are advised to follow social distancing guidelines where that is 
possible. 

 
Aquaculture - Movement of live fish  
 
As a result of the Government’s requirement to keep movements to a minimum, Defra have 
received a number of queries about whether movements of live fish from fish farms can 
continue.  
 

• Where the movement of fish is essential to support the food chain, or for fish welfare 
reasons, they can continue. 
 
 

Contact 
 
If you have any trouble accessing these measures, or if you have any other feedback on how 
Covid-19 is affecting you then please contact: 
 
MarineFisheries.PreparednessCentre@defra.gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-uk-businesses/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-uk-businesses-trading-internationally
https://defra.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a593e0425c4d94483b10bc1f&id=ee73e296ee&e=21fb0e566f
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-address-to-the-nation-on-coronavirus-23-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-businesses-and-premises-to-close
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-businesses-and-premises-to-close
mailto:MarineFisheries.PreparednessCentre@defra.gov.uk

