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Devon and Severn IFCA News  
 
D&S IFCA Increases the Legal Size for Whelk  
 
The Size of a whelk (the Minimum Conservation Reference Size) will increase from 
45mm to 55mm in November 2018. 
 

 
 
 
D&S IFCA circulated new Potting Permit Conditions on 13th August 2018. These amended 
conditions specify that the Minimum Conservation Size (MCRS) for whelk will increase to 
55mm (length of shell) on 1st November 2018. There will be a further increase to 65mm in 
November 2020. 
 
Along with issuing new Potting Permit Conditions, D&S IFCA also issued a guidance note to 
the industry to provide some background information about this change. The guidance note 
also helps to explain what riddle size fishers can choose to use to help sort there catch whist 
at sea.  
 
How and why has there been an increase in size? 
 
D&S IFCA conducted extensive research in 2015 and 2016 to determine the size of sexual 
maturity of the whelk. The findings from this research formed part of the evidence base that 
was used during the recent review of Potting Permit Conditions.  
 
The review of the Potting Permit Conditions has resulted in several other changes. The 
findings from the consultations that were conducted and the whole decision-making process 
leading to all the changes has been documented in a report that is posted on the D&S IFCA 
website.  
 
Keeping you informed 
Keep an eye on our website for updates and information about future consultations. You can 
subscribe to our free E-newsletter by contacting D&S IFCA. 
 

http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/Resource-library/G-Authority-Communications-Publications/Information-Guides/Guide-for-Fishing-Industry-on-the-Increase-in-MCRS-for-Whelk
http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/Resource-library/H-Environment-and-Research/Mollusca/Whelks/Whelk-Report-2015
http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/Resource-library/H-Environment-and-Research/Mollusca/Whelks/Whelk-Report-2016
http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/Resource-library/E-Legislation-and-management-relevant-to-functions/Permit-Byelaws-Permit-Conditions/Potting-Permit-Byelaw/Potting-general/Potting-Technical-Permit-Conditions
http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/Resource-library/F-Byelaw-review-work-and-Impact-Assessments/Byelaw-Development-Reports/3-year-review-of-potting/Potting-3-Year-Review-2017-2018-Final-Report

