Review of Netting Permit Conditions – 1st December 2023 to 19th January 2024

Formal Consultation Responses – 041 to 080, not all in number order.








































Some of the responses, came via letters, attachments, via D&S IFCA office email etc and have been copied out for ease of viewing.
Response 054
I do believe if you let netting to continue in the kingsbridge estuary the beam will vanish, it’s the same with the flounder in the Teignmouth estuary it will all disappear, please keep everything as it is and please don’t ruin out recreational rod and line fishing, we are sustainable nets are not. 
Thank you, Stuart Steer from kingsbridge.
07908 610306.

Response 058
Telephone response @ 10.45.
Nick Major – Recreational Angler.
Heard about consultation via friends.
Wanted to be added to mailing list.
nick.majorefcok@tiscali.co.uk
Nick was sent pdf and word of consultation information.
Immediate response (with potential follow up)
· Opposed to change – step backwards.
· Concerned about bass – BNA – should be more protected.
· Commercial interests outweighing Angling interests.
· Mortality rates not acceptable.
· Commercial fishermen fishing out stocks – just because poor returns in other fishing, why ruin more.
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Proposed  netting

		From

		Robert Jones

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



The ecology of this enclosed area is paramount the proposed netting licenses will damage exactly that. There are vast areas that commercial fishing can take place the need for netting local small areas is not justified to maintain the divers range of fish and wild life 


I strongly object to this proposal giving into commercial pressure that is more to do with financial gain that maintain the quality of the area 




Sent from my iPad


R Jones 
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Commercial netting in kings bridge 

		From

		Ned Williams

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear IFCA                                                I am writing to you about how I don’t think that commercial netting for bass in the Kingsbridge estuary should be legalised as it will drastically impact the bass population because it is a breeding ground for the bass                                             Yours faithfully Mr Williams 
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Netting Consultation - Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Thomas Pakes

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi,





I am writing to express my complete dismay at seeing the current proposals on a relaxation of netting restrictions in the Salcombe estuary. 


The Estuary itself is known as a vital holding ground for both juvenile species and pre-spawning stock of Bass, Mullet and in particular Gilt Head bream and this proposal if taken into force would in effect undo much of the progress that has been made in regards to stocks in the area within a very short timescale!


Quite frankly the proposal having read in full seems ludicrous to me as both a recreational and ex commercial rod and line bass fisherman, I’ll thought out and with little mention of increased enforcement which would be necessary given the proposals to ensure compliance.


That aside we should be actively protecting our future stock in these habitats and not targeting them  for commercial take especially via methods so indiscriminate as netting. The Bass stocks are still dwindling and having practised the methods outlined in the plan myself in a previous role I am also beyond sceptical of the science behind the report, having witnessed bass bycatch before an over 80% survival rate does not seem in any way plausible even with modern netting techniques and if possible I would like to receive details of this study to scrutinise further. 


There also seems to be little mention of ghost fishing and the dramatic effect it would have within estuary conditions? Has any pre planning been put in place to deal with this issue as the Salcombe estuary in particular has a wide range of rare bird and sea life that could be impacted to high detriment by this if no regular cleanup plan is in force on inception?


Needless to say it saddens me greatly to see the greed of man rearing its ugly head in this case, with both monetary and benefactor numbers extremely low from the proposed plan and at great cost to many other stakeholders. Having worked as a fish merchant over the years and seeing a gradual continued reduction in the demand for mullet species, especially those of a netted variety with most establishments moving to sustainable capture methods the demand for the proposed target catch would be so low it’s very clear that the actual value for any net based estuary fishery he would be Bass/Gilts and not mullet as stated.


I would also state this proposal appears to be in direct opposition to the Bass FMP and worries me greatly in regards to the level at which both Defra and IFCA are opertaing as it seems very counter intuitive and disorganised at present!





Kind Regards,


Tom








Sent from my iPhone
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Netting in Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Andy

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi





I have no intention of waxing lyrical on this subject, but as a local man in his 60s who has fished as an angler in the South Hams for 50 years I have seen an appalling fall in the number of fish that I and others have caught.  Particularly for me this is the stocks of mackerel and particularly bass.





Ten years ago I was keeping a diary of bass I caught (and usually released!) and it was usually around the 250 -300 mark (admittedly many small).  Last year I caught 18 and so far this year it’s 8!!





Maybe I’m just a rubbish fisherman now (!) but I have a sneaking feeling that it’s because they are commercially overfished!!





Please do not allow the netting of fish in the Salcombe/Kingsbridge estuary, this (along with the  Dart) is unquestionably an important fishery for bass and other fish stocks and we cannot afford to loose it for the short term gain of individuals!





Thank you.





Andy Robinson


Stoke Fleming








Sent from my iPad








image6.emf
045 - T1 - C 

Reaves.msg


045 - T1 - C Reaves.msg
Netting in Salcombe

		From

		Charles Reaves

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Barry Edwards I have had a receipt for my letter to my mp sent but have just read the public consultation documents at length. It almost brought me to tears. Apart from the fixed nets in Salcombe with an “acceptable” 18.8% by catch of bass in a nursery area with just a 100mm mesh size, there is the longer nets for recreational nets for I presume the landing of sandeels. When I first fished Salcombe all those years ago we would often watch the netsmen pulling in sandeels. Frequently the nets would be full of mullet much to the dismay of the operators. Bass were also often present. I am afraid of what this will do to our rapidly diminishing fish stocks.











Charles Reaves
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Salcombe net fisheries

		From

		luke edmonds

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



﻿Well as you would imagine this has caused a right stir up in the fishing community. Salcombe and kingsbridge estuary is one of the best breeding ground and holds some great fishing up through the months. Greed comes to mind here! You’ve seen the way illegal nets have caused damage to the breeding fish in that area already as you pulled one out not along ago!!!! One man’s loss is another man’s gain so shore/pleasure anglers have to watch as fish stocks get decimated to netting, we also lose one of the best fishing grounds for what? There’s plenty of ocean to stick a net in. Don’t ruin anymore grounds! We’re trying to save the planet right? Make the world greener? You’re just throwing a spanner in the works for a little bit of money. GREED 
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Gill Netting in the Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Brian Chown

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Any plans to allow Gill Netting should not even be considered for the following reasons.


Gill Netting is indiscriminate, not only are targeted species caught but also "bycatch " this includes diving birds and sea mammals such as seals that do inhabit the Estuary.





Lost nets carry on for years catching, floating lost netting can become entangled in boat propellers causing damage.





Species such as Bass, Mullet and Thornback Ray are slow growing species that would be impacted, Bass especially are very suspectable and in my view any netting would reduce numbers drastically in a very short period of time.





In recent recent years Gilt Head Bream have become established in the Salcombe Estuary this is due to catch and release measures employed by recreational anglers. These fish again would be drastically reduced in numbers if netting was permitted.





I find It difficult to comprehend that netting is even being considered given that the Salcombe Estuary is such a wildlife haven with a great diversity in animal and sea life. 





Please do not allow this plan to proceed.





Yours   


Brian 
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Netting permit conditions

		From

		dean Bailey

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi 


I'm Dean bailey I've been a serious angler for years now fishing in and around salcombe.


fishing from the shore and my boat 


infact it's one of my favourite places to be 


In recent years with the bass ban and other conditions of estuary fishing have helped the rivers really thrive and changing these rules would just undo everything we have all been doing to better the fish stocks.


We all know that illegal netting goes on but it's small time in comparison 


When an illegal netter is caught the amout of fish they are caught with well times that by 10 or 20 boats all netting the same river the fish stocks will be reined in no time whatsoever


 


Please don't pass this 





Thanks 


Dean


Sent from Outlook for iOS
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Changes to the netting permit conditions

		From

		plymouthsoundsac@gmx.com

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Hi 





We at Plymouth sound sac founded in early 2023 are trying to bring angling together combine clubs that maybe struggling and inject youth into the club scene 


We have members of all abilities and ages and I’d say at least 3/4s of our members regularly fish the salcombe estuary 


We feel that in recent years where these areas of protection have been in force have helped no end but changing the permit conditions to allow netting of estuary’s is ridiculous and should never pass the rivers will demise in no time and fish stocks will suffer big time 


These fish need these areas to breed and continue to thrive 





Thank-you 


Dean bailey 


Chairman 


Plymouth sound sac 


Sent using the mobile mail app
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Netting the salcombe river 

		From

		graham drake

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



  Please do not allow  netting to go ahead in the salcombe river.i fish the river for thick lipped mullet every  year (catch and release ) and have found the catch rates have dropped over the years .I am a member of the national mullet club and catch rates have been dropping over several years throughout the river systems according to their surveys .All the mullet types are very slow growing and reach maturity for breeding very slowly. As far as we know they leave the river systems to breed in winter ,therefore they will be at the mercy of netting at their most vulnerable time leaving the river, they return before march so still are vulnerable to netting.This does not seem to have been a well researched proposal ,you are are indangering the whole of the mullet population in are river .please think again yours sincerely  Mr G Drake


 


Sent from Outlook for Android
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Matthew cowlbeck DOE sea fishing club Plymouth. 

		From

		matt cowlbeck

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good morning, 





I would like to express my concern in allowing netting in the Salcombe estuary. 





I would like to object of any commercial netting be allowed in the estuary as it will completely ruin the area not only for recreational anglers but also to the population of fish, what have been slowly increasing over the years. 





Netting in the estuary would destroy the area for anglers!! 





Hope this gets to the right person. 





Kind regards 





Matthew cowlbeck 





Sent from Outlook for Android
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Review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions - DWT response

		From

		Carli Cocciardi

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam, 





 





Please see attached Devon Wildlife Trust’s response to the review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions. 





 





Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please get in touch with me. 





 





Kind regards, 





 





Carli Cocciardi





Marine Nature Recovery Officer





Devon Wildlife Trust





 





You can help create more homes for Devon’s rare butterflies - please support the Devon’s Fabulous Fritillaries appeal today – thank you!





 











Photo: high brown fritillary, Chris Root





 





Keep in touch with Devon Wildlife Trust: follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
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By email to: consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk 





11 December 2023








Dear Sir/Madam,





Review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions





Devon Wildlife Trust (DWT) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions. 





Devon Wildlife Trust is Devon’s leading wildlife and environmental charity, striving to ensure wildlife can thrive in the county and its seas. DWT (along with the wider Wildlife Trust movement) has played a key role in the development of the national network of Marine Protected Areas. Flourishing Seas is a theme of DWT’s 25-year plan with goals around sustainable fishing and protection of species. 





Section 1: changes related to Commercial Netting Activity (Category One Netting Permits) 


Topic 1: The opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary.





We want to express our deep concern and firm opposition to the opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary. The potential ramifications of these changes are a cause for significant alarm and pose a significant threat to the delicate balance of this estuarine ecosystem.





The Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary is a SSSI and National Nature Reserve. Natural England identify the following within the ‘Operations likely to damage the special interest’ of the SSSI, which overlap with the proposed fishery:


· 10 The killing or removal of any wild animal*, including pest control.


· 16b The introduction of or changes in coastal fishing practice or fisheries management and seafood or marine life collection, including the use of traps or fish cages


· 23 Erection of permanent or temporary structures, or the undertaking of engineering works, including drilling.


· 26 Use of vehicles or craft likely to damage or disturb features of interest.


· 27 Recreational or other activities likely to damage features of interest.


(* ‘animal’ includes any mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, fish or invertebrate.)





The proposed introduction of netting activities, directly targeting stocks of grey mullet and indirectly bass, gilthead bream and a few other fish species (potentially including sea trout), has the potential to inflict considerable harm on this protected site, which is also recognised as a fish nursery. Additionally, other species such as wildfowl, seabirds, seals and cormorants, may become ensnared in nets and risk drowning. This is particularly concerning as the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary SSSI is identified as an important overwintering site for wildfowl such as widgeon, teal and shellduck. Increase in winter activity is also likely to cause disturbance to wintering wildfowl, particularly at a time when boat traffic would usually be quiet.





Netting within estuaries has been recognised as detrimental by the Cornwall IFCA River and Estuarine Fishing Nets Byelaw 2017 – which recognises ‘the impacts of netting on sea fish, salmon and sea trout, including juvenile and spawning stocks. The introduction of such a fishery in Devon appears to disregard such impacts and create inconsistency in approaches by neighbouring IFCAs – especially as the proposed location is a SSSI.





Bass (together with gilthead bream and ‘a few other species’) is described as a bycatch of the proposed fishery. Bycatch, by definition, is the unintended catch of non-target species, yet it appears that this fishery is being established with the expectation of such bycatch as a deliberate intention. The proposed byelaw, while acknowledging closed periods for bass, and the requirement therefore not to land such during closed periods, fails to recognise the purpose of closed periods as to protect the identified species from impacts. Netting is indiscriminate, so bass will be caught during these periods, with the associated impacts on bass populations, but will not be officially landed. It is difficult to understand how this fishery will therefore be consistent with bass closed periods. This is particularly concerning as bass fetches three times the price of grey mullet at market, making this a far more profitable fish. It is unclear therefore which species is likely to be the actual target species for this fishery. 





The proposed management measures provide additional concerns. 





Allowing 200m long nets within an estuary would allow almost complete netting closure of entire creeks. As each vessel could set two nets, every creek could be closed through activity of just 3-4 vessels. Netting of this scale would likely have significant impacts and result in high likelihood of seal, cetacean, seabird, wildfowl, and other non-target species bycatch. This scale of activity is clearly unacceptable within this setting. 





While we recognise the efforts to manage net length and soak time, tags are still emergent technology and monitoring of this and iVMS data would present significant pressures for the IFCA and would unlikely prevent bycatch.





Topic 2: A Prohibition of Commercial Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone


DWT is supportive of the prohibition of commercial netting in the Emsstrom Angling Zone.





Section 2: Changes Relevant to Recreational Netting Activity (Category Two Netting Permits)





Topic 3: Net length (at sea), Bag Limits and Combining Nets


DWT opposes an increase of net length from 25m to 50m. This represents a doubling of potential impacts of netting by ‘recreational’ fishers at sea. While DWT recognises the need for consistency across multiple permit byelaws within the IFCA district, we would prefer to see bag limits reduced across byelaws to reflect the lowest bag limit rather than increased to reflect the highest limit – in recognition of the need for sustainability. It is hard to understand a situation where such increases could be required to satisfy ‘personal consumption’. Where these levels are required by fishers, the option of a commercial permit is available. 





Topic 4: A Prohibition of Recreational Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone


DWT is supportive of the prohibition of recreational netting in the Emsstrom Angling Zone.





Section 3: Seeking Your Views – MCRS and Soak Times of Nets (at sea)





Topic 5: Introducing Additional Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes


DWT supports Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes for all fished species which should be applied across the district for consistency and ease of messaging and enforcement. 





Topic 6: Soak Times for Nets (at sea)


DWT supports maximum soak times for nets with responsibility for removal falling on those who deployed the nets – following the polluter pays principle.





Yours sincerely,





Devon Wildlife Trust


planning@devonwildlifetrust.org
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proposed netting in Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Mike Bailey

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Shay Upham; duffangler246@btinternet.com; Russell Farley

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; mullet580@googlemail.com; duffangler246@btinternet.com; russelljf72@gmail.com



Dear Sir, 


Please find attached the views of Brixham SAC with regard to this proposal. 


Thank you for time in reading these points. 


Best wishes, 


On behalf of the Angling Committee 


Michael Bailey 







Salcombe Estuary proposed netting for Gilt Head bream December 2023 Devon and Severn IFCA.rtf

Salcombe Estuary proposed netting for Gilt Head bream December 2023 Devon and Severn IFCA.rtf

D&S IFCA                                                               5, Deep Dene Close,


Brixham Laboratory,                                                Brixham.


Freshwater Quarry,                                                TQ5 0DZ,


Brixham,                                                                tel: 07746 415456


TQ5 8BA                                                                    01803 853252


                                                                      mikedartfisher@talktalk.net





Proposal of Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee: Changes to Netting Permit for Mullet in the Salcombe Estuary.





Dear Sir,


I am writing on behalf of the Brixham Sea Angling Committee with comments relating to the above proposal and following our recent Committee Meeting.


We note with dismay and general disbelief, the proposal to introduce a netting permit for mullet in the Salcombe Estuary.


With this in mind, we would wish the following points to be taken into consideration within the consultation process. 


Background:


1. Brixham SAC has a long history of working with Devon Sea Fisheries, long before the inception of the Devon and Severn IFCA. 


2.When the IFCA was created we hosted meetings at our Club and developed a strong and productive working relationship on matters relating to managing fisheries in our area.


3. When Finding Sactuary was established to create the network of MCZ's, we provided the representative for recreational angling for the whole of the South West, actively being involved in drawing up the present designated areas.  We also provided the Devon Forum representative.  Crucially, we lobbied for south west estuaries to be included in the completed plan,  to draw attention to the value of these estuaries as Nursery Areas.  This included the Salcombe Estuary which is also a triple SSI.


4.  After the 4 years of actively helping to put this into place, attention changed to focus on the indiscriminate and random netting which was happening in all the south western estuarial areas.   A long and evidence based consultation was the result and ended with the total ban of all netting activity in all the South West rivers and estuaries of Devon and Cornwall, ( the Cornish IFCA preceding the decison of the Devon and Severn IFCA)   This provided vital protection for many species of commercial fish including immature ones, which later moved from these sheltered areas into the sea, where they became available to the commercial fishing fleet.   We would draw attention to the comprehensive protection afforded within these areas for bass.


The implementation of these measures was widely applauded and recognised as a model for successful conservation and the long term future of species by many other IFCA's and the general environmental sector generally.


 Our objections to this proposal:


The Salcombe Estuary, although technically a drowned river valley, has exactly the same fish species as such neighbouring ones like the Dart, the Avon and Teign.   It is quite incomprehensible to understand a rationale that could allow such a proposal to be accepted.


Nets are quite indiscriminate in what ends up trapped in them.  Apparently an 18.8% mortality rate of bass is acceptable as a by-catch!  Really!!!?  We are talking about netting in a bass conservation area.  Present strict rules mean that this would be unacceptable and illegal.


One of the beauties of the present netting ban is its simplicity.  No exceptions, no nets, so any net is breaking the law.  Allow some nets, and money has to be spent monitoring the activity, and opens the door for others who are completely illegal, to chance their luck and start netting activities.  Before the overall ban, this was a continuing problem, with some legal nets allowing others to exploit this opportunity by operating nets.  Since the inception of this ban the problem has disappeared.


A small number of commercial businesses might benefit if this netting ban is lifted.    This has to be balanced against the long term benefit of a healthy and increasing marine population in an undisturbed environment.  We would ask the pertinent question, has anyone calculated the benefits of increased recreational angling activity and what this brings in monetary terms?


Everywhere, the seas around our coasts are under unprecedented commercial pressure.  Recent scientific research is indicating just 25% of our fish stocks are healthy, with many on the point of collapse due to overfishing and poor management.  The present conservation measures in place in the estuaries of Devon, Somerset and Cornwall are shining examples of the opposite.  So much hard work has gone into introducing these measures.  Do we want to erode these for the sake of a few businesses?


We believe the catalyst for this proposal was triggered by commercial potters finding that despite more potting effort catches are dwindling, thus the presure to supplement incomes by targetting the gilthead bream.   If this is the case, is this not the strongest case for NOT stopping this ban.  The history of commercial fishing would predict heavy pressure put on the stock, ( plus the by-catch), leading to rapid depletion.  There is sadly a long history of boom and bust in the commercial fishing sector.  Is this really the way forward at a point in time when environmental sustainability should be the gold standard in all fisheries?  We would strongly argue , and very respectfully, that short term gain against flourishing and sustainable fisheries, is not the way forward.   We  believe that this proposal has nothing to recommend it, and thank you for considering the many points we have raised as reasons for the present staus quo to continue.  


On behalf of Brixham Sea Angling Committee


Mike Bailey


Brixham Sea Angling Committee 
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FW: Salcombe netting 

		From

		Office

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






-----Original Message-----


From: Michael Adkins <madkins60@outlook.com> 


Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 11:40 AM


To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>


Subject: Salcombe netting 





Good morning, we understand that a review is taking place about allowing netting in Salcombe estuary between October and March for mullet. The view of Paignton Sea Angling committee is this should under no circumstance go ahead. The estuary is a breading place for all sorts of species, and will cause damage to other stocks of other fish in the river. 


The lack of control and protection of our waters around the south west is becoming a real problem, single pots with dirty marker floats with short ropes semi submerged and impossible to see as they are being pulled under. Netting taking place outside the Salcombe mouth, all over the skerries banks something we have not seen in all our years of boat fishing on this scale. 


We need more protection of our waters not more netting. 


We are looking to bodies like yourself to manage the waters and protect stocks for future generations. This may mean a licence for all anglers to help fund the cost of protection, but something really needs a shake up and allowing netting in the a Salcombe estuary would be a big error. 





Mike Adkins (Paignton Sea Anglers)


Sent from my iPhone
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Proposed changes to netting permits 

		From

		james trevett

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good evening, I’d like to just reply to the proposals listed below. I hope you can consider my (and other recreational anglers) thoughts when making such a big decision.I’ve replied in bold after each statement in the proposals. Thank you












Proposed Changes: Commercial fishermen using nets.





*	The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary (subject to range of management measures).





While I can understand the desire (financial) for commercial fishermen to want this I can’t see how anyone apart from them could ever benefit long term from it. 


These are sanctuary areas for so many spawning fish! Nurseries for young to grow safely and for spawning larger fish to be able to come reproduce without non selective fishing techniques effecting them. This is likely to have huge effects on all fish stocks that live within the area, not just mullet! Salcombe boasts good numbers of Guilt head bream, flounder, bass and rays that will all fall foul to any net size if fished slack. The effects would be devastating within only a couple of years. 


     





*	The prohibition of commercial netting in the area defined as the Emsstrom Angling Code of Conduct, in the Torbay area. 





Now this makes sense….but why for only one wreck? Is this a case of you give the commercial fishermen one thing and we’ll give you something in return?? What we should be pushing for is all wrecks within 10 miles of shore be protected from any netting. It’s time we looked at the declining numbers of wreck fish and made more positive changes to preserve their rightful areas of sanctuary. Cod numbers have dropped beyond repair in recent years, bass are now in decline and have special restrictions on their capture, and now even the humble pollack seem to have been so over fished that it’s a treat to see a few. 
















Proposed Changes: Recreational fishermen using nets.





*	This includes a series of changes including the introduction of bag limits, an increase in the authorised net length, and requirements relating to combining nets (from a single vessel).


*	The prohibition of recreational netting in the area defined in the Emsstrom Angling Code of Conduct, in the Torbay area.  





Now this I’m really struggling with.. I don’t know a single recreational angler that uses nets…it’s just not a thing. 99% of recreational anglers go fishing with a rod and line, to relax, hunt a fish and most of the time release it again to fight another day. You’re talking about every. If every angler started laying nets (and joining them with their friends net etc) then we’d have even less fish to go angling for! It’s ridiculous and should be equally written off ever happening. It would be miss used, more fish sold for cash than ever and more damage by unskilled people trying to use gear they don’t understand. Strike it off any proposal straight away please. 










The fish and the common angler are the ones that should be listened too in this situation. 


These protected areas need to remain protected for ever….not be opened up for a select few to capitalise on financially for a short period and then leave fish stocks in yet another area shattered. 






The importance to the local economy is easily measured when understanding what the average rod and line angler spends on their fishing trips. If this is taken away then many other areas are affected.






Recent trips have seen me spend as much as £100 on bait, food, fuel and parking for a day trip. If the fish go so does this economic investment from the anglers. There are thousands of people like me that fear the voice of a few on a committee will out way ours. 






Please think twice before opening this door.  









James Trevett





Sidmouth





07508237370
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Salcombe netting

		From

		mgzw90

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam,





I’d like to register my total objection to the new netting proposal in the estuary at Salcombe/Kingsbridge. 





Regards 





Mike Weathersbee 
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Gill net fishing - Salcombe Estuary 

		From

		Jim@jimpratt.biz

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I have learned that considerations are under way to allow Gill net fishing in The Kingsbridge Estuary. There are so many reasons why this must not go ahead. The ria is in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Commercial fishing would surely restrict access to the estuary for those wishing to visit for angling, boating and many other activities presently enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. I find it difficult to believe such a proposal could ever be thought if as a possibility. As a nursery for many marine species, from eel grass to fish, this estuary is of paramount importance. This nightmare proposal must be abandoned. 





Jim Pratt





Resident and estuary user. 






Sent from my HONOR phone
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SALCOMBE ESTUARY

		From

		robert hobbs

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good Afternoon 


  


I have attached a letter regarding the situation of Salcombe Estuary 


  


Kind regards 


  


Rob Hobbs 


  







salcombe estuary.xlsx

salcombe estuary.xlsx

Sheet1


			Hi my name is Robert Hobbs 


			I run a Fishing Tackle business Robs Bait & Tackle Supplies and also I run a fishing 


			club called Pot Black SAC


			I am writing on behalf of both, Business Owner, Club Chairman and being a


			passionate angler myself, concerning the Keep netting out of the Salcombe


			Estuary.


			If this subject gets approved could see my business and other businesses lose a lot  


			of Retail businesses with baits and tackle, rod, reels etc sales, with


			 large volume of Anglers fishing this area all year round  for Bass, Giltheads, 


			Flounders, Mullet, Plaice, Rays etc.


			I have already notice the decline in fish size and quantity taken from this area over


			my 35years of fishing this area, and therefore could see a drastic decline in fish stock


			if this was allowed in, as angler and club chairman.


			This could also affect lack of fishing in this area when many anglers go to relax and 


			chill out for the day or weekend, for stress relief or mental health relaxing.


			I have nothing against commercial netting but no in a Estuary.


			The damage to under size fish of all types being caught or killed by mistake


			could take years to come back as well


			Kind Regards


			Rob Hobbs








Sheet2








Sheet3
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Bass nursery area salcombe estuary.

		From

		Graham Eden

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Dear Sirs, my 1st reaction is has IFCA gone completely mad. This is a bass nursery area and therefore should remain completely free of any nets. This also makes it easy to police. This would be a step backwards at a time when bass stocks will be under greater pressure from commercial and private fishing  after the pollack crisis.   The last time I spoke to an employee of IFCA in brixham he was unaware how commercials removed crabs from gill nets!!!...I do hope that has changed.         As a commercial fisherman I receive quota allocations on a regular basis. About 15 years ago I started questioning the pollack quota increasing for the months of jan-March.  I received reply’s like “we’ve always done it” from the MMO and DEFRA. .  Later after this continued the response was “ oh we have reduced it by 2 tons this winter” to which I replied “ but the fish are half the size so your killing twice as many”.  “We didn’t think of that “ came the reply from MMO. . . A long time now commercials and charter boats have been calling for a closed season jan- April but this has been ignored. Would a farmer kill his sheep before they lambed . Now we end up having a total ban.  Listening to commercial netters on the vhf and you would hear them boasting how many boxes of roe they had. So short sighted. Another time complaint the price had dropped to 40p a kilo. Their remedy was to put out twice as much gear. !!..    The same thing  is happening to the bass  and if cuts are not put into place now they will end up like the pollack.  A few years ago fish over 10lb were fairly easy to catch , this year we’ve only had 1.  The size of bass the last 2 seasons has decreased dramatically. Top line boat in brixham has only managed to catch half his quota whereas previous years he has maxed it.    And this is happening at a time when IFCA are proposing to allow netting in a nursery area.  If I were in charge there would be a net ban within 3 miles of the shore, another 3 miles the year after and so on. Bring us in line with some 3rd World countries. Graham Eden PH589. 








image21.emf
065 - T1 - G 

Congdon.msg


065 - T1 - G Congdon.msg
Kingsbridge estuary

		From

		georgecongdon

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello, i am george congdon, owner of "mayfly" dh8, when i first heard about this proposal i thought it was a joke, but no! I am totally against it, it is the only place in devon with any fish! The suggestion that it should be allowed because the crabbers have caught all the crab is pathetic. its primarily a grey mullet fishery? Total crap, you use 3 1/4 inch nets not 4",  ( 4" is for bass and bream)


with the greatest respect d&7 ifca are unable to police the seemingly ineffective regulations that are already in existance,


Why the 6m boat restriction? Do the people pushing for this have <6m boats per chance? Why have this restriction if the nets are restricted? Size of boat is irrelevant, let us all down there so we can wipe it out in a couple of days,,,, job done,


Where the hell am i supposed to take my son fishing?


 The whole thing is ridiculous , and plain wrong, i could go on, but will spare us all,


Regards


George congdon, 








Get Outlook for Android
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RE: D&S IFCA formal consultation – Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Andy Blundell

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Neil





 





Thanks for responding so promptly.





 





Regarding my objection to the Salcombe fixed net proposals, I would like to add more detail to my email yesterday, as follows;





 





1 My personal interest is from the standpoint of a local resident (Batson) and my interest in protecting the environment. I volunteer with charities in this field. I am also a recreational angler and I know the locality well.





 





2 The overriding concern is the fragility of the estuary environment and the damage that will arise from establishing a fixed-net fishery. For example gilt head bream are relatively recent arrivals and are establishing a breeding population. I do not believe fisheries like that proposed can be properly regulated ; any fish in the net, dies.





 





3 It is noted that the estuary is already classified as a bass nursery area but bass will be killed throughout the period, despite the proposed restrictive period.





 





4 I am not aware of any local market or interest in eating grey mullet and I wonder where is the supposed demand? Is this overseas markets?





 





5 The argument that the fixed net move is justified because the profitability of potting is declining, is warped. The population of lobsters and crabs has reduced because of over-fishing and habitat destruction. The argument is akin to “ We have spoilt that fishery so lets move to another and spoil that.”





 





6 The scope of the proposals covers the entire estuary which is home to a variety of rare species, such as the revitalisation of eel grass. These habitats will be damaged and we know from our volunteering with Force 4 Nature and Till the Coast is Clear that commercial fisheries are the biggest cause of pollution by far, we find plastics, discarded gear, net and rope on every operation.





 





7 The Salcombe estuary is an important recreational area especially for sailors in all categories and the Summer economy of the Town depends upon them ; how does a yawl race negotiate a fixed net?





 





8 Visitors to Salcombe come because of the beauty of the estuary and the wildlife ; establishing a fixed net fishery is directly contradictory. See also the related point that entrepreneurs such as Mitch Tonks are opening the Rockfish Restaurant here and his company has a strong ethical stance as do other local companies such as Nkuku.





 





I have no detailed knowledge of the Emsstrom Wreck but having read the paper, I support the proposal to ban netting on this site.





 





Please acknowledge this email and confirm that the points above will be taken into account.





 





Thank you and regards





 





Andy Blundell   





 





 





 





From: Neil Townsend <N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2023 8:28 AM
To: blundellandy@btinternet.com
Subject: Ref: D&S IFCA formal consultation – Netting Permit Conditions





 





Good morning, Andy.





Thank you for taking the time to respond to the formal consultation – The Review of the Netting Permit Conditions. 





I can confirm receipt of your response which is one of many we have received.  When the consultation ends on 19th January 2024, I will be reading through all the responses in more depth. 





I will prepare a report for Members of the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority’s (D&S IFCA’s) Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee (B&PSC) and for all stakeholders to examine via its publication on the D&S IFCA website. 





The report will demonstrate how the formal consultation (Review of the Netting Permit Conditions) was conducted and will be a detailed summary of the responses received. The report will not contain any personal information. The report will provide the opportunity for stakeholders who responded in the formal consultation to see how their views were documented.





Next steps, further Information and where to find it on our website: 





The B&PSC will consider what changes to make to the Netting Permit Conditions at their next meeting in 2024.





The next B&PSC meeting is expected to take place in late February 2024, but the exact date has not yet been confirmed. When confirmed, the meeting date will be posted on our website. Information, including the formal consultation report, to be used at the next B&PSC meeting will be published before the B&PSC meeting takes place.  





Our website provides access to all papers and reports presented to the B&PSC and the minutes from those meetings are also published. The information is available on the Authority Meetings Tab by opening the folders relating to specific B&PSC meetings. A larger collection of information, including minutes from meetings, can also be found in our website Resource Library (Section B), again by opening relevant folders.  





Our website contains a range of information about our work including Latest News, found on the home page.





https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/





Your view is important, so thank you once again for engaging in this process.





Kind regards,





Neil.





 





Neil





Neil Townsend





Principal Policy Officer 





Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority





Brixham Laboratory





Freshwater Quarry





Brixham





Devon





TQ5 8BA





 





Tel (Home Office): 01626 331589





Tel (Brixham office): 01803 854648





EXT: 856





Mobile (business): 07590 224011





E-mail: n.townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





website: www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





 





This e-mail is only for the use of the addressee(s). It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute, or disseminate this e-mail or any enclosures to anyone other than the addressee without the express written permission of the Chief Officer of Devon & Severn IFCA or his Deputy. 





 





If you receive this communication in error, please immediately return the message and / or telephone the above address.





 





The Devon & Severn IFCA is able to, and reserves the right to, monitor e-mail communications passing through its network.





 





Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, the Devon & Severn IFCA does not warrant that it or they are free of viruses. If in any doubt then please ask for the hard copy.
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Gill Nets on the Kingsbridge Estuary

		From

		Richard Perry

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Mr Townsend (Principal Policy Officer D &S IFCA),





As a member of the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club & Boat Watch I was made aware of a public consultation about the estuary’s future use. I live on the Kingsbridge Estuary, I have a boat on it, I have fished for nearly 60 years and use the estuary all year round. I am a teacher, an amateur naturalist and have a special interest in fish and fish conservation. I also pursue several water-sports.





I am responding to the proposal to allow gill netting inside the Kingsbridge Estuary. I object to the proposal on economic, environmental and safety grounds.





Economic Grounds                         NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ECONOMY





I can only I imagine that this proposal has been made in response to a request from a few commercial fishermen who want to make a quick profit from the healthy stocks of bass and gilt-head bream in the estuary while pretending to fish for low value mullet species. I have no doubt that they could make a good return, but only in the short term. 





However, the estuary has legendary status among recreational anglers fishing for bass, flounder, mullet, but especially for gilt-head bream. Both the shore caught and boat caught gilt-head bream records come from the estuary. Anglers travel from far afield, supplementing the hospitality industry and tackle shops within South Devon and they often buy highly specialized and expensive equipment for this worthy species. The total commercial value is many times greater than the value of the fish that a few commercial boats would quickly plunder before leaving nothing for anyone. The angling industry should be sustainable for years to come: most fish are returned and in the case of bass those caught from a boat have to be returned alive in any case.





Environmental Grounds                                NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE ESTUARY





I personally believe that gill nets are an unsustainable and indiscriminate type of fishing that should be banned everywhere. There are far too many wrecks with abandoned gill nets that keep fishing! The idea of using 200 metre long gill nets in our estuary fills me with dread for the following reasons:





1.	Targeting mullet will undoubtedly produce a huge bye catch of bass and gilt-head bream which I imagine due to their high value is really the intended target. You simply can’t target a specific species using gill nets as it is an indiscriminate technique.


2.	The breeding cycle of the gilt-head bream in temperate waters is still not fully understood. Research in the Mediterranean suggests that many gilt-heads change sex as they grow (from male to female) and that the largest fish are more frequently female. The start date of the netting period 1st Oct is probably too early to avoid catching some of the larger (possibly female) gilt-head bream, before they head out to sea. The estuary is generally still warm at the beginning of October. Conversely, the netting season ends on 31st March so it covers the winter period where bass presumably need protecting in the estuary. 


3.	Bass are listed as landable bye catch, but they have always had to be returned by recreational boat anglers. Gill netting will undoubtedly have a negative impact on bass and possibly other species too.





Safety & Recreational Grounds                                  NEGATIVE IMPACT ON SAFETY





The impact of gill netting will have an extremely negative impact on recreational users of the estuary. Of course recreational anglers are impacted the most in terms a negative impact on their enjoyment and chance of catching fish. Once stocks decline, it simply isn’t worth the effort of getting bait and planning a day’s fishing in the hope that you might catch something if you are extremely lucky. It certainly wouldn’t be worth people travelling from afar. I for one would no longer bother to fish an estuary that had been gill netted!





However, an even bigger problem is safety. Having once had my outboard motor entangled by a gill net while offshore, I know what a life threatening event it was. The estuary is used by a multitude of recreational users of all ages and ALL YEAR ROUND. Year round users include: kayakers, SUP (stand up paddle boarders), dinghy sailors, kite surfers and even cold water swimmers. Many of these users travel from afar to experience the relatively safe waters of an estuary. Unfortunately, recreational water users and nets do not mix. Anyone of these users could be at considerable risk if they or their equipment became entangled in a 200 metre long gill net or even an abandoned or discarded section of netting. Not only would recreational water users not expect to find nets, they would be very unlikely to be suitably equipped to cut themselves free. Imagine a kite surfer’s hydrofoil fins entangling in a net a few centimeters below the surface, the surfer coming off and then they too become entangled in the net. Imagine it all in the middle of the winter and it is hard to think of a more nightmarish scenario and all because some fishermen want to make a fast buck fishing an unsustainable harvest. 





Thank you for reading my points. I’m sure others will raise further points, but to me it couldn’t be clearer nets in the estuary are a definite NO!





Kind regards,





Richard D Perry
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Consultation - netting in the Salcombe estuary 

		From

		Andy Blundell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I am very strongly opposed to these proposals.





I live permanently in Salcombe and regard the estuary as a key haven for marine life, notably species such as gilt head bream, bass and mullet. To suggest such fish at any stage of development are appropriate for an extension of netting, is outrageous.





Wake up! the estuary should be nurtured as a key development zone in an area that is hugely popular with visitors who are increasingly aware of environmental pressure. The public will not tolerate the blatant exploitation of rare species for short term gain.





Andy Blundell


Batson 


Salcombe


TQ8 8 NJ





Sent from my iPhone








image25.emf
061 - T1 - S 

Quintell.msg


061 - T1 - S Quintell.msg
Salcombe/Kingsbridge Netting

		From

		Simon Quintrell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Simon Quintrell





Squintrell1@outlook.com





 





I am a recreational angler, and often fish in the Salcombe/Kingsbridge ria. The stocks of fish have recovered well, but resuming netting of any sort will only reduce the stocks again.





 





I am against any form of netting in any of our South West estuaries and ria’s. Netting cannot be policed in a consistent way, and is too open to being abused and the rules broken. 





 





Regards





 





S. Quintrell





 





Sent from Mail for Windows
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Brixham Sea Angling Club details on Club members that use the Salcombe estuary.

		From

		Daniel Patrick

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Cc

		Shay Upham; Doug Mosedale; mike bailey; Russell Farley; Darryll Farley; RoyRepton; Kevin Madeley; Steve Ford; Luke Netherton

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; mullet580@googlemail.com; duffangler246@btinternet.com; mikedartfisher@talktalk.net; russelljf72@gmail.com; darryllfarley@gmail.com; royrepton@outlook.com; kevinmadeley@gmail.com; steve_ford1965@hotmail.com; lukenetherton90@gmail.com



Dear Neil.





Thankyou for you're quick response to the letter Michael emailed to you recently,  regarding the proposal to once again begin netting for 'Mullet' on the Salcombe estuary. 


Michael is away from the next few weeks, and we thought a quick response to you're questions from our end was important.


At the present time the Club has over 50 active members that regularly fish. Most of these anglers' fish within the estuary periodically throughout the year, some on a weekly basis.


We also hold 3 flounder competitions on the estuary every winter, and a Gilthead bream competition in the summer months. Members also target Thornback Ray, and Mullet during the winter throughout the system. The system also has a thriving Couches Bream stock that is growing year on year. As an angler that fishes the estuary weekly, and has done for 30 plus years, I can say that numbers of Bass of all sizes have dropped dramatically over the last 5 years. We do not know what has causes this drop, we catch them as by-catch when fishing for other species. Also there is a healthy stock of Sea Trout in the system because food is plentiful for them. We saw a Sea Trout between 3 and 4lb jump cleanly out of the water on frogmore creek last weekend.


I think is important to emphasise the salmonoid stock, as this is being overlooked, with the reasoning being that as the estuary is not 'river fed' no salmonoids frequent it.





I hope this is helpful to you going forward.





I hope you have a good festive period, and we look forward to hearing from you soon.





Kind regards 





Daniel Patrick, (Brixham Angling Club).





Sent from Outlook for Android
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RE: Review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		pthomson1@talktalk.net

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		parker_janet2@sky.com

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; parker_janet2@sky.com



15th December 2023





 





Devon & Severn IFCA





 





Dear Sirs,





 





I acknowledge the receipt and thank you for your email dated 1st December 2023, drawing my attention to the above review / application, and your invite to pass comment. 





 





Would you kindly upload and refer to my attachment.





 





Removing commercial activity from the MV Emsstrom is very much a side issue, not at all relevant to netting of the Salcombe Estuary … my I suggest this subject is removed from the current consideration.





 





Yours sincerely,





 





Phil Thomson





Member of Dept of Environment SAC, Plymouth 





 





 





From: Devon and Severn IFCA <consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 2:52 PM
To: pthomson1@talktalk.net
Subject: Review of the Devon and Severn IFCA's Netting Permit Conditions





 





View this email in your browser 





 






Review of the Netting Permit Conditions

Formal Public Consultation Proposals





*	Amendments to Commercial Permit Conditions (Category One)


*	Amendments to Recreational Permit Conditions (Category Two)






What is this about?

D&S IFCA is inviting you to respond to the formal public consultation on proposed amendments to existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions. To make changes to the Permit Conditions, D&S IFCA must follow a process that includes formal public consultation.
We are directly contacting everyone on our (email) mailing list to lay out how to respond. We are also  writing to permit holders that have not provided us with an email address. Your view is important, and we also encourage you to forward this information or to notify others that may have an interest in the formal public consultation. 
All stakeholders (for example fishermen with permits, recreational anglers, organisations, or anyone with an interest in the marine environment) can respond to each part of this formal public consultation (sections 1, 2 and 3) even if they do not conduct commercial or recreational netting within the D&S IFCA’s District.  Information is available on the D&S IFCA’s website to support this formal public consultation together with details on how you can respond. The formal public consultation begins on 1st December 2023 and will end on 19th January 2024. This circular includes a privacy notice relating to the protection of personal information.

Summary of Proposed Changes

Each of the proposed changes are explained in more detail within this circular; however in summary, the formal public consultation focuses on the following:

Proposed Changes: Commercial fishermen using nets. 





*	The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary (subject to range of management measures).


*	The prohibition of commercial netting in the area defined as the Emsstrom Angling Code of Conduct, in the Torbay area.  





Proposed Changes: Recreational fishermen using nets. 





*	This includes a series of changes including the introduction of bag limits, an increase in the authorised net length, and requirements relating to combining nets (from a single vessel).


*	The prohibition of recreational netting in the area defined in the Emsstrom Angling Code of Conduct, in the Torbay area.  





 
Other Content - Seeking Your Views:

This formal public consultation will also gather your views on the following: 





*	Maximum soak times for nets at sea to address the issue of abandoned or lost gear.


*	The introduction of Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes for selected finfish species.





The Process for Change

The Permit Conditions are flexible and can be amended by following the process set out in the Netting Permit Byelaw. The D&S IFCA’s Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee (B&PSC) has the responsibility of reviewing the management of fishing activities and byelaw permit conditions. A list of B&PSC Members can be found on D&S IFCA’s website or by clicking here.

Information provided to the B&PSC

During this review, the B&PSC has been presented with information and evidence, including the documented findings of previous engagement work (pre-consultation responses gathered from 19th May 2023 to 30th June 2023). At Sub-Committee meetings held in public on 31st August 2023 and 16th November 2023, Members of the B&PSC determined what would be proposed in the formal public consultation that may result in changes to the Netting Permit Conditions. Officers’ papers, reports and the minutes from B&PSC meetings are published on D&S IFCA’s website (Authority Meetings Tab and Section B of the website Resource Library).
The findings of this formal public consultation will be documented and discussed by the Members of the B&PSC before any changes are made to the Netting Permit Conditions.  If changes are agreed, by the B&PSC they will come into force during 2024.

Your Response

We have included some prompts to help you set out your response, but this is not a questionnaire. Your response can be as detailed as you wish and relate to all or any of the proposed changes. We very much encourage you to explain the reasons for your views and provide supporting information, if you have any, so that all the information can be considered in the decision-making process.
Responses sent by email or letters are preferred, however you can also telephone us or meet with us in person if you prefer.
It is useful for us if every response contains the following information: 





A.	Your name and contact details (if not already on our mailing list).


B.	What interest do you (or your organisation) have in netting activity and this review?


C.	How were you made aware of this formal public consultation? (e.g., by this circular, D&S IFCA’s website, D&S IFCA Facebook, from someone else, or other source).





Sending in your response/contacting us 





1.	Contact us via email – consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk


2.	Write to us: D&S IFCA, Brixham Laboratory, Freshwater Quarry, Brixham, TQ5 8BA.


3.	Call us to find out more about the formal consultation – 01803 854648 (Extension 856)





*	This information gathering exercise begins on 1st December 2023 and ends on 19th January 2024.






The Proposed Changes – Detailed Information

The proposed changes are split into three sections and are accompanied with the B&PSC’s rationale for change. The first section focusses on commercial netting, the second section relates to recreational netting, and the final section is to seek your views on potential changes, that are not as yet clearly defined, but may be introduced and potentially apply to both fishing sectors.

Section 1: Changes Relevant to Commercial Netting Activity (Category One Netting Permits)

Topic 1: The opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary

The Salcombe Estuary is located on the south coast of Devon, between Bolt Head and Prawle Point. The Salcombe Estuary is a ria (having very little freshwater input). The current Netting Permit Conditions (introduced in 2018) define the extent of this estuary and to the landward of the closing line (Splatcove Point to Limebury Point) no fixed or drift netting is permitted.
The Members of the B&PSC are proposing the opening of a fixed net fishery to target grey mullet species, with a bycatch of bass, gilthead bream and a few other fish species. The bycatch of bass can only be landed in January.
The Members of the B&PSC are aware that Salcombe Estuary is a bass nursery area (active between 30th April and 1st January), and that other legislation is applicable including a requirement for commercial fishermen to have an authorisation from the Marine Management Organisation to catch, retain, and land bass.  National legislation prohibits any bass to be taken commercially or recreationally in February and March.

B&PSC’s Rationale for Change

The rationale of the B&PSC Members for the opening of a fixed net fishery within the Salcombe Estuary is as follows: 





*	That the B&PSC considers that a mortality rate of 18.8% of bass, caught during the netting trials within Salcombe Estuary is acceptable.





  





*	That the B&PSC recognises a reported decline in profitability in pot fisheries.





  





*	That the B&PSC supports providing opportunities for commercial fishermen to diversify and boost their winter income by participating in a limited netting fishery within the Salcombe Estuary.





  





*	That the B&PSC recognises that sea trout are present at an unknown scale, for feeding purposes, in the Salcombe Estuary but it is not a known migratory route.






The Proposed Management Measures (A to J): 





A.	The maximum size of vessel shall be six metres in overall length.


B.	The net fishery will be open from 1st October to 31st March.


C.	The net fishery will include the whole of Salcombe Estuary within the current estuary closing line.


D.	Bass caught in fixed nets within Salcombe Estuary during January can be landed[1] providing the bass is above 42cm in length.


E.	A maximum of two nets can be fished from a permitted vessel in the Salcombe Estuary.


F.	Each net shall not exceed 200 metres in length.


G.	The minimum mesh size for each net is 100 mm.


H.	The maximum soak time for each net is 60 minutes.


I.	All vessels must have a IVMS unit fitted that is fully functioning at all times.


J.	All nets must be tagged (potentially blue tooth sensors placed on each end of the nets).





Note: D&S IFCA’s Officers have been tasked to test the performance of electronic tags in an estuary setting and will report this information to the B&PSC.
The Members of the B&PSC are also seeking your views on their proposal to introduce minimum conservation reference sizes (MCRS) for mullet species and gilthead bream, which is detailed in section 3 (topic 5).

Topic 1: Your Response – Fixed netting in the Salcombe Estuary:

You can choose how to set out your response; however, the following questions (any or all) act as prompts and may help you set out your response and may help Officers to collate your views. Please provide any information that may support your view. 





1.	What is your specific interest in Salcombe Estuary?


2.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively) financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?


3.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively), by this change – how and why?


4.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


5.	Do you have any other comments relating to topic 1?





Topic 2: A Prohibition of Commercial Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone

The MV Emsstrom is a 77m vessel which sank in 2013 approximately 2.5 nautical miles east - northeast of Hopes Nose, Torquay in 23m of water. In recognition of the significance of the MV Emsstrom to the local recreational sea angling (RSA) community, the Authority established this site as one of the Angling Zones using the boundaries set up by the original exclusion zone. The code of conduct introduced voluntary restrictions to exclude recreational and commercial netting and potting, leaving the relatively small area open to anglers and divers.  Members of the B&PSC are aware that, despite the voluntary code of conduct, commercial netting activity is now taking place on the wreck.
Members of the B&PSC are proposing that all netting activity (commercial and recreational) is prohibited in the area defined as the Emsstrom Wreck Angling Zone. This would be reflected in the Netting Permit Conditions. The co-ordinates of the site as are as follows:

50° 28.17’ N    003° 24.86’ W             50° 28.10’ N    003° 24.76’ W
50° 28.03’ N    003° 24.86’ W             50° 28.10’ N    003° 24.97’ W
 
B&PSC’s Rationale for Change

The B&PSC has taken the view that it is not economically vital to the commercial sector to continue netting on the wreck. The voluntary code is not being recognised and therefore the voluntary measures should be replaced with enforceable measures as conditions in the Netting Permit Conditions.

Topic 2: Your Response – A Prohibition of Commercial Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone:

The questions below may help you with your response and may help Officers to collate your views. 





1.	What is your specific interest in the proposed prohibition of commercial netting in the Emsstom Angling Zone?


2.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?


3.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


4.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


5.	Do you have any other comments relating to topic 2?





Section 2: Changes Relevant to Recreational Netting Activity (Category Two Netting Permits)

Topic 3: Net length (at sea), Bag Limits and Combining Nets

The current recreational netting permits authorise the use of one net at sea that must not exceed 25 metres in length, which must be clearly marked and tagged. The recreational netting permit conditions also include bag limits for shellfish species (lobster, spiny lobster, edible crab, and spider crab). Recreational netters can take sand eel at sea and in an estuary (a single seine net of 20 metres in length is authorised within an estuary), but there is no bag limit in place for sand eel.
The Members of the B&PSC are proposing to increase the length of net that can be used at sea from 25 metres to 50 metres. The recreational netting permit conditions will clarify that the length of net excludes any attachments. The Members of the B&PSC are proposing to introduce bag limits for sand eel and selected finfish species to add to the shellfish bag limits that are already in place. The bag limits will apply per permit holder, per calendar day.
Some recreational netters work with others that also have a recreational netting permit, such as friends or family members and operate from the same vessel. It is possible for recreational netters to work together on a single vessel. It is possible to join nets together to make longer lengths, providing all recreational permit holders are present and tags are used as required. D&S IFCA has produced Policy & Clarification documentation relating to the use of multiple recreational netting permits on a single vessel.
The Members of the B&PSC are proposing that recreational netters should be able to work nets together from a single vessel and combine the nets; however, this would be limited to a maximum joined length of 100 metres.

B&PSC’s Rationale for Change

At the time of writing, there are 64 Category Two (recreational) permits that are valid. The Members of the B&PSC recognise that the needs of commercial and recreational netters are different and the existing measures for recreational netters are relatively restrictive. The current bag limit for shellfish was an Authority decision and based on a reasonable take for personal consumption. The level of crab and lobster that can be removed each calendar day has been applied across other recreational permits – potting and diving. The proposed Mobile Fishing Permit Byelaw (currently undergoing quality assurance) includes a recreational bag limit for sand eel taken by a sand eel trawl of 15kg per calendar day, and  this is  an opportunity to be consistent by amending the recreational netting permit conditions. The Members of the B&PSC also recognise that the number of plaice and rays being proposed as a bag limit aligns with the level set in the Skerries Bank Angling Code of Conduct.
Regarding groups of species, the B&PSC has accepted that a tighter definition of species is not required, for example, sole will include dover sole, lemon sole, and sand sole. The same approach applies for ray species. Members recognised that national restrictions for small eyed ray are only applicable to commercial fishers. The B&PSC considers the proposals to represent a balanced package of management measures for those conducting netting on a recreational basis.

Topic 3: The Proposed Management Measures: 





A.	A maximum length of net of 50 metres per permit holder.


B.	Combined nets will be a maximum of 100 metres in total length.


C.	10 plaice per permit holder, per calendar day.


D.	3 rays (any species) per permit holder, per calendar day.


E.	5 sole (any species) per permit holder, per calendar day.


F.	A limit of 15kg for sand eel per permit holder, per calendar day.





(The Permit Conditions will be amended to clarify that net lengths do not include attachments)

Topic 3: Your Response – Net length (at sea), Bag Limits and Combining Nets

The following questions may help you set out your response and may help Officers to collate your views. 





1.	What is your specific interest in the proposed management measures for recreational netting?


2.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?


3.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


4.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


5.	Do you have any other comments relating to topic 3?





Topic 4: A Prohibition of Recreational Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone

The MV Emsstrom is a 77m vessel which sank in 2013 approximately 2.5 nautical miles east - northeast of Hopes Nose, Torquay in 23m of water. In recognition of the significance of the MV Emsstrom to the local recreational sea angling (RSA) community the Authority established this site as one of the Angling Zones using the boundaries set up by the original exclusion zone. The code of conduct introduced voluntary restrictions to exclude recreational and commercial netting and potting, leaving the relatively small area open to anglers and divers.   Members of the B&PSC are aware that, despite the voluntary code of conduct, commercial netting activity is now taking place on the wreck.
Members of the B&PSC are proposing that all netting activity (recreational and commercial) is prohibited in the area defined as the Emsstrom Wreck Angling Zone. This would be reflected in the Netting Permit Conditions. The co-ordinates of the site as are as follows:
50° 28.17’ N    003° 24.86’ W             50° 28.10’ N    003° 24.76’ W
50° 28.03’ N    003° 24.86’ W             50° 28.10’ N    003° 24.97’ W

B&PSC’s Rationale for Change

The voluntary code is not being adhered to and therefore the voluntary measures should be replaced with enforceable measures as conditions in the Netting Permit Conditions. The Members of the B&PSC have taken the view that if the site is potentially restricted to commercial netting, the same should apply to the recreational netting sector.

Topic 4: Your Response – A Prohibition of Recreational Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone:

The questions below may help you with your response and may help Officers to collate your views. 





1.	What is your specific interest in the proposed prohibition of recreational netting in the Emsstom Angling Zone?


2.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?


3.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


4.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


5.	Do you have any other comments relating to topic 4?






Section 3: Seeking Your Views – MCRS and Soak Times of Nets (at sea)

The introduction of additional Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes (MCRS) and a maximum soak time of nets (at sea) could be applied to both commercial and recreational netting permits. The Members of the B&PSC are seeking your views on both topics. The inclusion of MCRS for the species set out below could be limited to the proposed commercial netting within the Salcombe Estuary or potentially applied across the whole District.

Topic 5: Introducing Additional Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes

The current Netting Permit Conditions do include Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes (MCRS) for a range of shellfish species and include a MCRS for bass (42cm). In determining the proposal to open a commercial fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary, the Members of the B&PSC are proposing to implement a MCRS for grey mullet species and gilthead bream. A MCRS could be limited to the Salcombe Estuary or applied District wide.
There are different MCRS for finfish that apply around the coast and in different IFCA districts. The Byelaws (restrictions) that apply are of different ages, with some inherited from preceding Sea Fisheries Committees. The evidence used to introduce the different MCRS also varies.
D&S IFCA Officers will gather evidence relating to sexual maturity and examine the different approaches used to determine the most appropriate MCRS and report this to the B&PSC. However, your view is welcomed as set out in the questions below.
 
Topic 5: Your Response – MCRS for Grey Mullet Species & Gilthead Bream

Grey Mullet Species 





1.	What is your view on introducing MCRS for grey mullet species in the Netting Permit Conditions?


2.	What is your view on applying the MCRS to:





a) the net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary as proposed in Topic 1; or
b) the whole District? 





3.	What is your view on applying a generic MCRS for grey mullet or applying different MCRSs for each of the grey mullet species? (thin lipped, thick lipped and golden grey mullet).





4.	What in your view should the size or sizes be and why?





5.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?





6.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?





7.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?





Please provide any supporting information or evidence if you have any.

Gilthead Bream 





8.	What is your view on introducing MCRS for gilthead bream into the Netting Permit Conditions?





9.	What is your view on applying the MCRS to:





a) the net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary as proposed in Topic 1; or
b) to the whole District? 





10.	What in your view should the MCRS for gilthead bream be and why?





11.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?





12.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?





13.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?





Please provide any supporting information or evidence if you have any.
Do you have any other comments relating to topic 5?

Topic 6: Soak Times for Nets (at sea)

This is the final topic in this formal netting consultation.

Lost, discarded, and abandoned gear is a significant environmental concern to many, and the B&PSC has been informed that there has been an increase in reports relating to this issue. Abandoned, lost, or discarded fishing gear is associated with sensitive species entanglements and ghost fishing, and tackling this issue is recognised in the draft Bass and Crab and Lobster Fisheries Management Plans.
The B&PSC has recognised that Officers will explore funding opportunities to help with retrieval and disposal and the Members of the B&PSC have agreed that it would be appropriate for D&S IFCA to address the issue through the Netting Permit Conditions. 





*	The B&PSC is proposing to introduce a maximum soak time for nets.





If the Permit Holder, who is operating the net is identifiable, it would be their responsibility to retrieve the net. The national roll out of vessel monitoring will assist monitoring and enforcement of any such measure applied to Category One Netting Permit Conditions.

Topic 6: Your Response – Maximum Soak Times for Nets 





1.	What is your specific interest in the proposed introduction of maximum soak times for nets at sea?


2.	What is your view on what would be the maximum soak time for nets and why?


3.	What is your view on applying this permit condition to both the commercial and recreational netting sector?


4.	Will you be impacted (positively or negatively), financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?


5.	In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


6.	In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?


7.	Do you have any other comments relating to topic 6?





Please provide any supporting information or evidence if you have any

What do we do with your information – Privacy Policy.
We protect any personal data that you may provide. Any personal data submitted in this information collecting process will not be shared with other organisations or placed in the public domain. The content of responses will be summarised and anonymised where appropriate for documenting in reports that will be presented to the Byelaw & Permitting Sub-Committee and published on our website.
D&S IFCA has a privacy policy which can be found by visiting our website (home page) www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk 





*	You can change your preferences at any time.


*	We have a duty to consult with D&S IFCA Permit Holders.


*	You can manage your preferences by contacting D&S IFCA. 





Background Reports & Papers (Links) and keeping you informed.
Reports and Officers’ papers of most significance to this review of the Netting Permit Conditions are available on D&S IFCA’s website: 





*	The Authority Meetings Tab


*	Section B of the D&S IFCA Website Resource Library





We regularly post information about our work on our website/Facebook. Direct communication is often the best way to help you stay informed about our work and to highlight the opportunities for you to have your say on a range of topics or issues. If you are not already on our mailing list, then you can get yourself added by contacting D&S IFCA. You will then be directly notified of all our consultations.
End. 





  





  _____  



[1] A bass authorisation for netting from the Marine Management Organisation is required.
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Devon & Severn IFCA








3 Pyne Gardens


Upton Pyne


EXETER


Devon		EX2 5JE					


Email address : pthomson1@talktalk.net








Dear Sirs,





OPENING OF A SIX MONTH FIXED NET FISHERY WITHIN THE SALCOMBE ESTUARY.





I am a retired recreational angler with the good fortune to claim Devon as my home, enjoying the outdoor pleasures of shore and boat fishing in enviable natural surrounds.





BOAT :





I am sorry to say I do not need scientific research to confirm, or otherwise advise me of declining fish stocks here in the southwest … many years of overfishing has inevitably led to a dramatic fall in catch rates, with premium fish such as Bass and Cod having become threatened species, and Pollack now being identified as similarly threatened, and rightly in need of conservation measures. 





The run of ‘winter Pollack’ have yet to arrive to inhabit the Lyme Bay wrecks, possibly deterred by the extended presence of Tuna, or the unseasonably warm temperature of these waters – however, ‘down-channel’ netting will undoubtably have also played an adverse part in the migration process.





Unfortunately, all forms of techniques and seabed gear employed by commercial fishers are habitat-destructive, none moreso than the advent, and approval for use, of ‘monafilment gill nets’ … these are highly efficient and indiscriminate killers which represents one of the worst permissions ever given. 





Arguably, a reduction of the ‘soak time’ for nets at sea might lessen the degree by which they become entangled with a seabed feature, but nevertheless, poor means of anchoring, allied to strong tidal flows in the Channel will ensure this will continue to happen, so altering times is unlikely to achieve a significantly beneficial result. 





Abandoned nets, hooked up upon wreck structures, not only continue to catch fish but entrap / drown other mammals attracted to them … the snagging of anglers tackle, and consequential loss of weights, lures and traces comes at a large financial cost to the angler, whilst also adding to the debris littering the seabed.  


It is not uncommon to bring a fish to the boat that has managed to escape the net, but is horribly disfigured – a further indication of the pain and suffering inflicted by the damnable net ! 





Introducing a ‘Minimum Conservation Reference Size’ will have a negligible impact upon an industry that fail to adhere by rules and is poorly policed … after all said and done those juvenile fish are already dead in the nets !





SHORE :





Introducing nets to the Salcombe estuary should be viewed as wholly alien in a landscape that is unspoilt and classified as a SSSI.





I understand the target species has been declared as Grey Mullet – this is of course absolute nonsense as this species has been in the estuary for decades, so why the sudden interest ?











Flounder : 


The target species for many a winter angler, myself included being a frequent visitor to the creek at Frogmore.  





Bass :


Estuaries within the southwest are protected nurseries for this species, with no permitted netting at any time … the Salcombe estuary should not be allowed to stand out as an exception.


A ‘scientist-approved’ mortality rate of virtually one in five Bass caught in the nets is NOT acceptable at all in a designated Bass nursery !


The progress made on restoring stock levels of Bass must not be compromised by adhoc local decisions. 





Gilt Head Bream :


In recent years the estuary has gained a reputation for being one of the finest marks for specimen size Gilt Head Bream … clearly this has attracted an unwelcomed interest from commercial fishers wishing to exploit this new-found source of supply.





Natural habitats need to be safeguarded by robust legislation that make environment and specie conservation it’s first and foremost priority … the draft protective measures referenced by BASS FMP is to be applauded and maintained, not cast aside by a desire to appease commercial netsmen.





There are some eminent people sitting on the panel that have offered expert advice, and those of course that will ultimately pass judgement on whether to authorise this netting application – there are individuals that perhaps hold a vested commercial interest in this process, so may I respectfully enquire whether a standing agenda item includes a “formal declaration of interest”?





I am somewhat mystified by your reference to recreational netters – would you kindly define who these people are ? … this represents a legislative loophole that could easily be exploited by those with a more commercial intent. 





I am sure I speak for the majority of recreational anglers that hold a genuine interest in conservation, and upholding the environmental rules and recommendations put in place to protect our local ecology ... we are not opposed to commercials making a living from their chosen employ, but we do rightly voice objection to destructive proposals that will undeniably threaten the quality of marine life and habitats.





Yours sincerely,








Phil Thomson     
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Consultation - Changes to netting permit conditions

		From

		David Foyle

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good afternoon,





I am writing to object to the proposal to open a net fishery in the Salcombe estuary.





I fish the Salcombe estuary recreationally.  This year I spent two weeks on holiday in Kingsbridge staying in an apartment within the home of a local family.  My spend across the two weeks including accommodation, eating out, food and fuel was in excess of £1500.  Suffice it to say that if nets are reintroduced I will be going somewhere else for my holidays.





I am at a loss to understand how something so destructive is being considered.  A net fishery within the estuary, where entire entrances to its various arms can be sealed by a net cannot be sustainable.  Are very short term profits for a very few people to be placed ahead of the needs of hundreds of recreational anglers and the greater economic benefits they bring to the local community?





Yours faithfully.    David Foyle
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Gill netting proposal

		From

		Amyn Fazal

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam





We wholeheartedly oppose this hare brained scheme for the following reasons:





-This is an AONB and a SSSI- birds will be harmed. Marine life will be harmed


-Ria is used by many leisure boaters. Commercial fishing just doesn’t fit in


-Our boats will be prone to damage and our insurance premiums will rise.





Many thanks





Amyn Fazal


Embankment Road


Kingsbridge





Sent from my iPhone
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existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Luke Young

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Dear Devon and Severn IFCA





I would like to object to any forms of netting with our estuaries and it’s unbelievable this is being proposed. I wonder which commercial fisherman are trying to fund this ridiculous proposal.





Estuaries are the nurseries of the sea and should be given more protection and not offered up to netting! The IFCA should be ashamed for wasting time and money with this proposal. Something deeply unethically and totally unsustainable! It’s a joke your body has conservation within its name. Commercial fishing in its nature is unsustainable, but netting in an estuary is ridiculous! Recreational fishing offers more to the economy and being rod and line sustainable with closed season and bag limits.





Commercial fishing is given far too much freedom and is a dying Industry! It should not be allowed to rape our estuaries too! 





Yours sincerely 





Luke Young 








Sent from my iPhone
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RE: D&S IFCA formal consultation - Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		sec@riverotterfisheriesassociation.org

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi Neil





 





Apologies but I have thought of a further potential concern re the proposals to allow Netting in the Salcombe Estuary. It concerns the quoted Bass mortality rate of 18.4% for returned Bass which in the consultation documents is considered acceptable. As highlighted, I disagree as I believe a mortality rate of nearly 1/5 of a species that is protected/cannot be landed for 11 months of the year even if above the MLS of 42cm is too high. 





 





Thinking about this further I should have asked what percentage of the Bass in the estuary are expected to be caught by the new net fishery in any one year if its permitted. If a very small percentage, then leaving aside the principle of allowing a fishery that will catch a protected fish for 11 months even if then released, then I’d agree the mortality rate of 18.4% is likely to be not significant. If however that figure is quite a high or high percentage of the bass in the estuary then that mortality rate is likely to be significant. There is for example every possibility that a bass that has been caught and released could be caught shortly afterwards again. If this happens regularly then I would think it reasonable to assume the mortality rate of fish caught two or more times will be higher as they are already stressed/damaged from the first time they were caught.





 





Apologies if this issue has already been covered in the trials. If not then I would have thought it should be an area for further research before any thought is given to allowing the fishery.





 





Kind Regards





 





Bruce





 





 





Bruce McGlashan





Secretary, River Otter Fisheries Association





www.riverotterfisheriesassociation.org





07876144955





><)))°>





 





 





 





From: sec@riverotterfisheriesassociation.org <sec@riverotterfisheriesassociation.org> 
Sent: 22 December 2023 12:52
To: 'Neil Townsend' <N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: D&S IFCA formal consultation - Netting Permit Conditions





 





Hi Neil





 





Thank you for your reply and in answer to your question we have approximately 50 members. They are primarily anglers but we also have some members who are land owners/fisheries rights owners. We are primarily concerned with improving the trout and sea trout fishing of the river Otter and this includes potential loses of sea trout at sea through bycatch / predation but we also have some good fishing for bass and mullet in the estuary which I expect will further improve with the completion of the Lower Otter Restoration Project.





 





If helpful I have attached a link to our web site below that gives a little more information on the Association including its aims and objectives. We are also members of the South West Rivers Association who may also respond separately





 





www.riverotterfisheriesassociation.org





 





Kind Regards





 





Bruce





 





Bruce McGlashan





Secretary, River Otter Fisheries Association





www.riverotterfisheriesassociation.org





07876144955





><)))°>





 





 





 





From: Neil Townsend <N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk> 
Sent: 22 December 2023 09:55
To: sec@riverotterfisheriesassociation.org
Subject: Ref: D&S IFCA formal consultation – Netting Permit Conditions





 





Good morning, Bruce (representing the views of the River Otter Fisheries Association).





Thank you for taking the time to respond to the formal consultation – The Review of the Netting Permit Conditions. 





I can confirm receipt of your response which is one of many we have received.  





*	It would be of use to me if at some point you could give me an idea of how many people form part of the ROFA?





This additional information will be of use for my report, as explained below, and would be appreciated.





 





Reporting the findings of the formal consultation:





When the consultation ends on 19th January 2024, I will be reading through all the responses in more depth. 





I will prepare a report for Members of the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority’s (D&S IFCA’s) Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee (B&PSC) and for all stakeholders to examine via its publication on the D&S IFCA website. 





The report will demonstrate how the formal consultation (Review of the Netting Permit Conditions) was conducted and will be a detailed summary of the responses received. The report will not contain any personal information. The report will provide the opportunity for stakeholders who responded in the formal consultation to see how their views were documented.





Next steps, further Information and where to find it on our website: 





The B&PSC will consider what changes to make to the Netting Permit Conditions at their next meeting in 2024.





The next B&PSC meeting is expected to take place in late February 2024, but the exact date has not yet been confirmed. When confirmed, the meeting date will be posted on our website. Information, including the formal consultation report, to be used at the next B&PSC meeting will be published before the B&PSC meeting takes place.  





Our website provides access to all papers and reports presented to the B&PSC and the minutes from those meetings are also published. The information is available on the Authority Meetings Tab by opening the folders relating to specific B&PSC meetings. A larger collection of information, including minutes from meetings, can also be found in our website Resource Library (Section B), again by opening relevant folders.  





Our website contains a range of information about our work including Latest News, found on the home page.





https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/





Your view is important, so thank you once again for engaging in this process.





Kind regards,





Neil.





 





 





Neil





Neil Townsend





Principal Policy Officer 





Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority





Brixham Laboratory





Freshwater Quarry





Brixham





Devon





TQ5 8BA





 





Tel (Home Office): 01626 331589





Tel (Brixham office): 01803 854648





EXT: 856





Mobile (business): 07590 224011





E-mail: n.townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





website: www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





 





This e-mail is only for the use of the addressee(s). It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute, or disseminate this e-mail or any enclosures to anyone other than the addressee without the express written permission of the Chief Officer of Devon & Severn IFCA or his Deputy. 





 





If you receive this communication in error, please immediately return the message and / or telephone the above address.





 





The Devon & Severn IFCA is able to, and reserves the right to, monitor e-mail communications passing through its network.





 





Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, the Devon & Severn IFCA does not warrant that it or they are free of viruses. If in any doubt then please ask for the hard copy.
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Consultation on the opening in the Salcombe Estuary he opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary (subject to range of management measures

		From

		sec@riverotterfisheriesassociation.org

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir





 





I am writing in relation to the above consolation on behalf of the River Otter Fisheries Association (ROFA) and also as a concerned angler and conservationist as we/I completely oppose the proposal, which to us /myself seems to be in direct contravention of many of IFCA conservation duties and also undermine the established principles and success of the Bass Nursery Areas set out in National Law.





 





Our association does not cover fishing in the Salcomne Estuary but we fear if allowed this could be the thin edge of the wedge and encourage applications for similar proposals in other Bass nursey area. A number of number of our members including myself also fish the Salcombe Estuary regularly and fear the netting if allowed will have a deleterious fishing on the fishing. Particularly as all the target species are slow growing.





 





I can also see no assessment of the socio/economic benefits of recreational fishing in the estuary and how these compare with the economic benefits of allowing commercial fishing to resume, to what appears from the supporting information to the proposals to be a very small group of commercial fishermen. I am sure these fishermen also have other fishing options in this period too. If they do not this is not explained. 





 





I would also question some of the assumption/statements justifying the application to support my views I worked for over 32 years in the environment agency, and have a BSc in Maria Biology and an MSc in Aquatic Resource management which included a significant fisheries element, my MSc theses were also on the setting up of the Bass Nursery Areas. 





 





*	The first of these is that a Bass bycatch mortality rate of 18.4% is considered acceptable?. I would ask acceptable to whom?, from our perspective killing around a fifth of the species, that is out of season in an area where they are legally protected in law seems to me to be going against the whole concept/principle of a close season/purpose of the nursery area.


*	The quoted Bass mortality rate of fish that have been netted also makes me highly sceptical of another statement in the supporting information that any Sea trout caught will be returned alive unharmed. Bass are a pretty resilient fish, far more so in my experience, than sea trout. So I simply cannot see how a similar percentage of any sea trout caught will not die and the figure could easily be higher. At the very least research needs to be done to allow IFCA to make this assertion based on science rather than as appears at the moment a personal view.





 





The report also makes a statement that sea trout are not endangered. Whilst they may not currently be on the endangered list as Atlantic Salmon now, their numbers have declined significantly in recent years, including many iconic sea trout rivers in SW  such as the Tamar and Dart both near to Salcombe estuary. Please see attached report highlighting the decline. https://wildfish.org/latest-news/sea-trout-what-we-know-and-the-challenges-to-conservation/





 





Further more I believe in area where Sea Trout are present, IFCA own Head Line rule states that all Fixed Nets must be set at a depth of 3 metres. However I cannot find any recognition of this fact in the proposals. 





 





I hope you will consider our objection to the proposal and should you require more details on our objections please me know





 





Bruce McGlashan





Secretary, River Otter Fisheries Association





www.riverotterfisheriesassociation.org





07876144955





><)))°>
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Netting the Kingsbridge estuary response.. 

		From

		Tom Baron

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Netting the Kingsbridge estuary should absolutely not go ahead, doing this will cause a massive decline in bass stocks which will really put the future of the estuary on the line.  I’ve been fishing down there since I was 10 and it’s easily one of the best fisheries around I myself caught my biggest bass on the kingbridge estuary and if this proposal was to go ahead the estuary would be ruined for many years into the future. 





Regards   Tom 
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Proposed six month fixed netting in the Salcombe estuary

		From

		Jeremy Coleman

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sirs,


I strongly disagree with this proposal


If it were April Fool’s Day I would think it was a joke!


A fixed net fishery would wipe out the breeding stock of two of the slowest growing fish in our waters, bass and grey mullet.


Bass have been offered some protection over recent years which has been very effective and to reverse this in the Salcombe Estuary would be an unmitigated disaster. Entertaining this proposal is absolutely bizarre !


This would only result in a very short term gain for the commercial fishermen and the effect would do untold damage to a fish stock that really does need protection 





Please turn down this proposal and let common sense prevail





Yours faithfully





Jeremy Coleman
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FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION – CHANGES TO THE NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS

		From

		Richard O'Connell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir /Madam


                                 I strongly object to any increase in estuary netting. 


                    I have regularly fished the river Avon since I was a lad of 14, some 60 years ago and used to regularly catch Grey Mullet and school bass on the incoming tide. In the last 20 years the school bass have completely disappeared. Further netting will undermine the bass preservation measures that are presently in place.


                  Please reject this proposal to increase estuary netting.





                                            Best regards





                                                            Richard O'Connell





                                                                                  Littlewood House  


                                                                                    Jubilee Road


                                                                                              TOTNES 


                                                                                                         TQ9 5BP
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Salcombe netting proposals

		From

		Bernard Crick

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I write to add my voice to those others who object to the creation and increase in unstainable and indiscriminate netting in the estuary and area.





Bass, mullet and now even mackerel are under threat through over fishing.


Many once common fish have all but disappeared:: ie flounder.


Recreational fishing particularly when bag limits and catch/release is common brings in income of all sorts.


Estuary netting elsewhere has been curtailed.


Monitoring of net catches doesnt work and doesnt happen.


Certainly no netting should take place in areas where migratory fish are still found. Sea trout numbers have plummetted and salmon are on their way to extinction. 





Across the country it is now seen as vital to preserve resources for all not just to provide a short term benefit for netsmen.


As each stock is decimated it is wrong to allow the next to be targetted.





A modern realistic approach is needed based upon conserving and increasing stocks in protected areas.





If this works then well managed, scrutinised and sustainable commercial fishing on a small scale may allow nets to more easily catch greater amounts from a thriving stock at minimal threat to sustainability.





There is no such thing as an acceptable level of death in by catch from unintended species and juveniles.





BJ Crick.


Get Outlook for Android
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Salcombe Estuary Netting

		From

		Swift Fishing Tackle

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam,


I was very disappointed to read about the proposal for re-introducing netting licences for the Salcombe and Kingsbridge estuary. I am of the opinion that it is in no way good for the wildlife or anyone who recreationally uses the estuary. How it is even being considered, in what is a Bass nursery area and SSSI, is beyond me. 



The estuary has a lot of diving birds, especialy over the winter period and an increasing Otter population. I fear that if this proposal goes ahead these species will suffer, especialy with the allowance of fixed netting. I don't believe for a minute that this time frame will be adhered to and can see no reference on who will actively police the fishery, other than the commercial angler themselves. 



I wholeheartedly hope that this is "nipped in the bud" quickly and the estuary can continue to be enjoyed by the many and not be damaged by the few, for financial gain.


Best regards,


Alex Mc Donald 
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Formal Public Consultation - Changes to netting permit conditions

		From

		Andrews, Gary (PCMC-Plymouth)

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		sheila

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; andrewsshe@aol.com



Dear Sir or Madam





 





My name is Gary Andrews.





Contact details: 





Email:- gary.andrews@pcmc.com





Tel 07720072221





 





I am a recreational angler who has fished the Salcombe estuary a few times a year for the past 40 years or so.





I am writing to express my objection to the proposed opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe estuary, I believe that even opening a fishery for one 6-month period will totally decimate the slowly increasing stock of Gilthead bream and seriously damage the stocks of Bass and possibly Flounder.





 





In the time I have been fishing this estuary I have seen the stocks of Gilthead bream appear and gradually grow, and the stock of Bass grow (particularly in the past few years), I believe that this would not have occurred if the estuary was open to commercial netting, so I find it incredible that these successful conservation measures are possibly going to be nullified for the short term gain of a few commercial netters.





 





I am also very sceptical that mullet is actually the target fish – mullet are relatively plentiful outside the estuary so I believe that the “Bycatch” is quite possibly the main attraction for the commercial fisherman to net here. As to trusting the commercial fishermen to abide by the relevant byelaws I note on the D&S IFCA the recent recovery of an illegal net in Bowcombe creek, suspected to have been set by a commercial fisherman.





 





Regarding the use of nets in the Emsstrom angling code area, whilst having no particular knowledge of this area I am generally opposed to allowing any nets or commercial angling in this area.





 





It is my belief that inshore fixed nets should be banned altogether. 





 





yours faithfully  





 





Gary Andrews 





Service Engineer 
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1 Bush Park, Estover | Plymouth, Devon PL6 7RG, United Kingdom (Registered Office) 
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