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Neil Viles IRIS SE44

		From

		Christine Viles

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



As a registered fisherman with 65years experience fishing and being salcombe born and bred I have seen the transition from saine tuck netting to gill nets ,tuck nets could only be used at certain tide times and on clear ground where as gill nets could be used virtually anywhere this dramatically made the fishery decline. The impact of this netting on the fish stocks will be dramatic,


A large amount of this fish moves out of the estuary in the fall with the increase of rain water and the decrease in temperature,we fish for this stock out of the restricted zone and have good results.


Why net for fish in the salcombe estuary when it is a magnificent nursery area and always has been,the last point I make is that fisherman are very competitive and this new netting will cause untold friction amongst them I am therefore totally against the opening of the estuary for netting.





Neil Viles





Sent from my iPad
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		From

		Justin Harmer

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi, In response to this public consultation regarding netting in your area I would like to raise a few salient points affecting my own personal interest in recreational netting.


I raised these same points in the consutation roadshow you held a few years back prior to the introduction of the requirement for netting permits.


I did not apply for  a recreational netting permit at that time because  i considered the restriction on net length  to render the activity a waste of time.


That is my first point, that the 25 metre length proposed at the time was way too short to make setting nets worth the bother, as 25 metres very soon reduces significantly with a bit of tide and weather. I would suggest that a maximum of 100 metres certainly in my area which is Hope Cove.


My second point, raised at the time and which I shall reiterate involves the practicalities, first among which are Spidercrabs. These are everywhere between early spring and deep into autumn and if you have ever had to spend hours picking spiders out of a net you will understand that from a recreational point of view, shooting bottom nets during half the year is not worth doing anyway.


My third point, which is linked in one sense to my last point is that during the months when spider crabs do not pose a problem, the inclement weather certainly does!


To sum up, if, as i do, you use a small open boat with no mechanical hauling devices, you might be lucky enough to shoot nets once or twice a year, so it's an activity which is largely self controlling.


Lastly, I can't imagine that recreational netting has a massive impact on fish stocks when every day on my news feed there is a massive new factory netter, long liner, crabber, trawler, beamer being launched somewhere to hammer the fish stocks. They are the ones that need draconian control in my opinion!


Seasons greetings, yours Justin Harmer, Hope Cove.
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Proposed Net Fishing Within Salcombe/Kingsbridge Estuary

		From

		Keith Jervis

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





 





Sent from Mail for Windows





Dear Devon and Severn IFCA I am writing to you today to speak of my disbelief that you can be proposing that net fishing should be allowed inside the Salcombe/Kingsbridge Estuary. This Estuary is a Bass nursery , an SSSI site and is a important area for all sorts if wildlife. At the present time you have a good byelaw in place which protect the area from the destructive and indiscriminate impact of netting. To allow netting in this area is only benefiting  a small numbers of commercial fisherman to the detriment of the whole area and the wider economy and just fly’s in the face common sense. Thousands of tourists visit this area every year to enjoy the beautiful area and waters. I myself are a very keen recreational angler who spends the best part of £1200 each year on sea fishing holidays in the UK. This money is spent on accommodation, food in local shops and pubs , petrol and fishing tackle and bait from local fishing shops. The proposals your putting forward is a very good way to put out of town anglers off from coming to this area. Short term gain is not the way to manage a very important environmental area.    





 





                                                               Keith.                                                                                                                                                       
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Salcombe Estuary fishery Netting Proposal.

		From

		Nigel Mitchell

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Nigel Mitchell

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; mitchellassociatesltd@outlook.com



Dear Sir/Madam,





I have read with interest and horror about the above proposal. 





I am a leisure angler and my preferred area to fish is around the South Devon Coastline. Like many others,  I visit the Salcombe estuary and surrounding area multiple times per year, and have used the services of the South Devon Bass Guide on many of these occasions. 





The quality of the fishing and the fact the guide, (like me), operates a catch and release policy, thus preserving fish stocks in this fragile coastal area is most appealing. 





Granting permits for netting in the estuary will not only be disastrous for conservation but also for the local economy. My friends and I, like hundreds of other anglers,  stay in local B&B’s, we eat in local restaurants, drinking in local pubs,  and we always buy equipment or bait in local fishing tackle shops every time we fish.


 


Quite simply, if the netting proposal is permitted, there will be no fish for leisure anglers to catch and my friends and I will have no cause to visit the area. There other places to fish, but these are becoming rarer. Don’t allow this fantastic fishing area to be destroyed for short term gain by a commercial fishing operation. 





I urge you to reject this proposal and stop the Salcombe Estuary Fish Netting proposal. 





Yours Faithfully





Nigel Mitchell. 


Derbyshire. 


Tel. 07785258627. 








Sent from my iPhone
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Review of Netting Permit Conditions - Salcombe Estuary - Consultation Response

		From

		Mark Pilcher

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the DSIFCA proposals to change netting permits and permissions in the Salcombe Estuary.





I will start by confirming my details and interests as follows as requested:





Name          :      Mark Pilcher markpilcher36@gmail.com


Interest       :      Sea Angler, Marine Conservation, Fisheries Management


Awareness :       The consultation was brought to my attention by Angling Organisations






Please note that all my personal details are protected from being passed on or shared with any other person or other organisation under the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulations. 





Overview Comment 






From the outset I should declare that it is my personal opinion that no gill netting of any kind recreational or commercial  should be permitted in the Salcombe Estuary or in fact any estuary within the jurisdiction of DSIFCA. Estuaries have much higher value to society as a whole as areas for fish refuge and as nursery grounds and as places for recreation and enjoyment of nature. My main reason for this view about gill nets is that over decades being involved in marine activities from both vessel and shore I have personally experienced the damage and decimation that gill nets can cause to local and coastal fish populations and a range of other marine wildlife including diving birds (personally observed dead in nets), porpoises (personally observed dead in nets), dolphins, seals, and basking sharks. A good example of how damaging gill nets can be to non target species is the number of diving birds that are caught and killed under certain conditions in gill nets set for bass in St Ives Bay in Cornwall. This is facilitated by a CIFCA Byelaw. I have personally witnessed the historic devastation of bass and gilthead bream populations in the Fal Estuary in Cornwall before a full netting ban was introduced by the Cornwall IFCA. This caused significant concern to recreational sea anglers and directly impacted their amenity and right to access fish in the estuary. Historically there was a loophole which allowed the setting of gill nets in the Fal Estuary (within bass nursery areas) for mullet. This loophole was constantly abused by commercial and non commercial fishermen using fixed gill nets and gill nets set to drift particularly at night. It parallels the comment made in the consultation about commercial fishermen abusing the voluntary agreement to not set gill nets on the MV Emsstrom. Unfortunately it seems that where money is to be made from catching, killing and selling fish, commercial fishermen cannot be trusted or that robust fisheries enforcement is severely lacking or both.


Under the recently produced Defra/MMO Bass Fisheries Management Plan it recognises the negative impact of gill netting on coastal bass populations and non target species like salmon and sea trout. One of the first short term actions flowing out of the Bass FMP recommendations is a review of the extent of coastal gill netting especially in the SW. Yet here we have a DSIFCA byelaw proposal which flies in the face of these national concerns. I find it incredulous that such a byelaw proposal was even considered worthy for consultation. 





Topic 1 The Opening Of A Fixed Net Fishery In The Salcombe Estuary






OBJECTION-  PROPOSAL NOT SUPPORTED





Gill nets are not selective to target species only. They catch  and kill multiple other species of non target and juvenile fish. I have personally witnessed how  persons setting gill nets often rig them to act as tangle nets by setting the run of net by 75% and 50% on the headrope to create netting folds as opposed to a 'sheet' of netting set at 100% which gills fish or allows juvenile fish to pass. Netting within the  Salcombe Estuary is a recipe for disaster and will benefit a few (not the majority) on a short term basis if it is supported. Fish in an estuarine environment are essentially confined particularly in the middle and upper reaches of the estuary  on the flood tide making them highly vulnerable to capture in nets set as the tide ebbs and fish move seawards. Estuaries are the last refuge for fish from continual commercial persecution in our coastal waters in the South West. Salcombe Estuary is a highly valued location for recreational angling particularly for species like Gilthead Bream, mullet, flounder and bass. For those not able to afford a boat, the estuary affords access to good shore fishing. A new gill net fishery targetting mullet and gilthead bream would directly impact the quality of angling.


Unlike recreational sea anglers who return many fish and often practice catch and release and value fish, (accepting also that  a few fish are taken for personal consumption from time to time), commercial fishermen simply see fish as money, not as living creatures.The approach of commercial fishing and commercial fishermen is basic and can be summarised simply as  'Catch, Kill, Sell'. There is very little regard or desire for the importance of conservation of stock particularly because commercial fishermen are in competition with each other to catch as many fish as possible before the next fisherman can get to them. 





Recreational anglers value the presence of healthy fish populations as it means their pastime and all the angling and angling related businesses this supports are protected. Commercial fishing fishes a stock as close as possible to commercial extinction and then moves onto another stock and does the same. This is most likely why the eyes of inshore commercials are now looking at the estuary. The very fact that we now see a zero TAC for Pollack has largely been caused by poor fisheries management and enforcement, excessive commercial exploitation and worst of all the allowance of commercial vessels to set gill nets on wrecks at times when large aggregations of spawning females appear. Boxes of pollack roe on Brixham and Newlyn markets over the years have been a sign of failure caused by over exploitation. 


I do not agree that commercial fishermen are a special case for finding ways to allow them to earn money and supplement wages in the winter. The days of a person believing that they are entitled to earn money close to where they live is not how the world works any more. Fishermen like everybody else should find other ways to supplement their income in winter if the stocks they traditionally relied on have been over fished or have altered distribution patterns. Commercial fishermen do not own the fish that swim in the sea or in this case the Salcombe Estuary. They have no direct ownership of these fish populations despite what they may think or believe. Marine fish per se are owned by the public and constitute a public resource. Being a commercial fisherman only allows the right to fish and any fish captured to be sold if they are registered.





The Fisheries Act 2020 for the UK sets out the following objectives :


 





In coming to any decision about the proposal to allow a commercial fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary the DSIFCA should clarify how any decision clearly supports these UK fisheries objectives. Note that the 'Precautionary' and the 'Ecosystem' objectives are placed high in the priorities. I do not believe that allowing a new commercial fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary would come close to meeting these objectives. The Ecosystem objective requires incidental catches to be minimal or eliminated. This point is amplified in the Byecatch objective, yet the trial netting in the Salcombe Estuary demonstrated an 18.8% bass mortality rate as being 'acceptable' - unbelievable  !





I am equally bemused and horrified by the proposal allowing the setting of commercial gill nets (or recreational nets) in bass nursery areas in the estuary. Even a person with a basic understanding of how mullet and bass interact in estuaries will know that bass bycatch is inevitable when nets are set for mullet and in an area specifically designed to protect bass stocks. If this byelaw is confirmed in essence DSIFCA will have facilitated the high risk of bass bycatch and increased mortality within specified areas designed to preserve bass stocks. This is directly in conflict with what the bass nursery area legislation sets out to achieve.





As for the quote by the B&PSC of ' a recognition of a reported decline in the profitability of pot fisheries' Who's fault is that ? It is commonly known that the brown crab and lobster fisheries in Devon & Cornwall have been a free for all for years. Bigger vessels, bigger vivier storage capacity, a massive increase in number of pots set per vessel for year on year decline of tonnages of shellfish landed. Poor regulation and poor effort management  coupled with commercial greed should not now be a reason to find other opportunities for commercial fishermen particularly in sensitive estuaries like Salcombe. Estuary.


A gill net mullet fishery will not be profitable. Mullet generally fetch a low market price per kg at first sale and are not a species commonly eaten in the UK. It therefore begs the question of what actual market for this species exists? . Mullet are also a preferred species for recreational angling where all fish captured are returned. The volume of mullet required to be caught by any commercial gill net fishery to make it a profitable venture would severely impact this species abundance and significantly affect recreational angling amenity for this valued species. This could cause a benefit to one (new) stakeholder at the direct expense and disbenefit to another existing stakeholder





Topic 2. A Prohibition of Commercial Netting - Emsstrom Angling Zone






PROPOSAL FULLY SUPPORTED






It is encouraging that DSIFCA have recognised the importance of this area for recreational angling value and that it is not commercially vital. The byelaw recommendation to fully ban commercial and recreational gill netting in this area is thus fully supported. This move will enhance the overall fishery value of this angling zone and potentially boost local fish populations in the area, however without strong fisheries enforcement commercial gill netting will still take place. Commercial gill netting of wrecks during spawning periods for pollack has been one of the major reasons for the local decline of this once ubiquitous species.


The statement in the consultation that commercial netting has continued to take place in this area despite an agreed voluntary ban is testament to how untrustworthy some commercial fishermen can be if they sniff that a pound or two could be made regardless of the impacts on the amenity value for anglers. 





Topic 3. Net Length (at sea) Bag Limits and Combining Nets






PROPOSAL FULLY SUPPORTED





I have no issues with recreational permit holders using nets to capture sandeels for bait however, given that there are 62 permit holders it is essential that over exploitation of this valuable prey species does not occur. Permit holders should be required to have tags on all nets as a means of identification and provide daily catch returns ideally via an app based recording system.


I agree with the proposal to add bag limits for sandeels and other fin fish species caught as bycatch although I would also have no reservations if these permits only allowed the retention of sandeels with all other species being returned alive.





Topic 4. A Prohibition of Recretional Netting  - Emsstrom Angling Zone






PROPOSAL FULLY SUPPORTED







I fully support the proposal to ban recreational gill nets set in the Emsstrom Angling Zone. If this was allowed it would cause conflict with the proposed ban on commercial gill netting of this area and it would make enforcement very difficult when trying to assess what type of net and for what reason it had been set. Any type of gill net for whatever reason set on a wreck has the potential to cause significant depletions in wreck associated species and this goes direct against the objectives of the Angling Zone.





Topic 5. Introducing Additional Minimum Conservation Reference Sizes.






PROPOSAL FULLY SUPPORTED







Reference sizes for fish such as mullet, bream etc should always be set at or above the size at which each species becomes sexually mature. This is a sensible and an appropriate fisheries management and stock conservation approach. I support this move regardless of any connection to a new gill net fishery the latter which I do not support and firmly object to be it commercial or recreational in nature.





Topic 6. Soak Times For Nets At Sea






PROPOSAL FULLY SUPPORTED







I am in full agreement about the concerns expressed about the loss of nets (especially gill nets) at sea which continue to ghost fish and entangle many sea creatures. All efforts must be made to prevent net loss at sea or as proposed place an obligation on the person(s) setting the net to make all efforts to retrieve nets. The permit may consider an additional  requirement for any lost nets to be reported at the earliest opportunity to the DSIFCA with a Lat/Long coordinate or grid reference from a smartphone app. DSIFCA may also consider asking for tags to be applied to all fixed nets such that the cost of recovery of a net by someone other than the owner of the net can be achieved from the net owner.





 


regards





Mark Pilcher
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the equal access objective,

the national benefit objective, and

the climate change objective.
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FAO Members of the Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee

		From

		G-Mat Surfmats

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I am emailing to register my dismay at plans to allow Fish Netting in Salcombe Estuary. This will have a catastrophic impact on fish stocks. 





In particular my concern relates to the indiscriminate nature of netting. Migratory species, in particular Atlantic Salmon, will be impacted. Salmon are in crisis as a species.





Please see sense and do not add additional pressure to or already struggling fish stocks.





Best wishes





Graeme Webster 
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Netting Kingsbridge Estuary 

		From

		Duncan Lumsden

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I am a rod angler who travels from North Wales to visit and fish this estuary every year,(catch and return). The area is a magnet for anglers who travel long distances to fish this special place, bringing money into the local economy.


It is the Bass and (record) Gilt Head bream that brings thousands of us back year after year. There is no way to ensure that bream won’t be a by-catch.


I was shocked to read that netting is even being considered in this magical place. Within a couple of years all  the larger fish will all have gone and with them the anglers who currently flock there.


This also sets a dangerous precedent for many other estuaries too. Recreational angling brings significant income to costal communities and it is sustainable.


In my opinion netting should not be allowed within 3 miles of any coast. We should be looking at the way Ireland manages its inshore bass biomass. Netting estuaries which are the nurseries for so many species should never be permitted, it is madness.





Duncan Lumsden





Sent from my iPhone
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Salcombe Estuary Mullet Netting 

		From

		Nigel Gipson

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk









Sent from my iPad


To Whom It May Concern,


As a recreational fisherman on this estuary for over forty years I would like to register my objections to this proposal. My reasons are:-


1. This is a major Bass nursery area.


2. It is one of the premier Gilt Head Bream fisheries in S Devon.


3. Both the above will obviously be caught as a by catch.


4. The financial benefits that the recreational fishery brings to the area far outweigh the financial benefit to a few part time commercial netsmen.


Based on the facts listed above I can see that,if this commercial fishery is not minutely monitored , there will be a large financial incentive for the netsmen to actuall target these fish as by catch,and so decimate the stocks. This might also happen to the Mullet if they are not monitored also . Surely there are plenty of areas in S Devon for mullet to be netted without opening up a nursery area?.


Yours Respectfully,


Nigel Gipson. 
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Salcombe IFCA Netting Permit Consultation

		From

		Tim Gray

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I have become aware of this consultation via social media, specifically a nature conservation group with whom I volunteer. 





Since then I have found more information, and become aware of several other interested parties, specifically The Angling Trust.





I have lived on the Salcombe estuary for 20 years. My home is by Newbridge, Bowcombe. Before that I grew up in New Zealand.





I am a keen angler and environmentalist. I volunteer for Till The Coast Is Clear (we collect and recycle plastic from hard to reach beaches) and Force for Nature (an environmental working task force who work on various projects such as forest school areas, re-wilding on Dartmoor, community projects etc) and soon will be volunteering/working with Slapton Field Centre, who run an outdoor education centre nearby.





With that background it will come as no surprise that I am strongly opposed to any legislation and changes that will adversely affect our natural environment. I cannot see how any suggestion for netting in and around the estuary can even be on the table as we begin 2024. It will never be sustainable: it will provide a few years of extra winter income for commercial fishermen, and then the numbers will be reduced and it will no longer be viable. What a waste of a resource. 





Currently the estuary hosts many fishing competitions. The fish are quite scarce enough without any form of netting. Gilt Head Bream are becoming a recent target, and they are hardly in abundance. On many estuary walks I have rarely seen caught fish.





Any legislation to require bag limits and MCRS are very welcome. Some of the best trout fishing areas in New Zealand have a bag limit of two, and sometimes even only catch and release. It is this legislation that protects the fishery for others, both now and in the future.





I have spoken to many people in our area since this matter came to my attention. Without exception all are shocked by the concept of netting in the estuary. Many are dumbfounded that this can even be a suggestion at this time, with a backdrop of global environmental degradation. We all love the sight of big mullet slurping along in the shallows. Don't cause that to become only a memory.





In summary, I am strongly opposed to any netting in the estuary. I am opposed to longer net lengths. I would support enforceable bag limits and MCRS. I would support enforceable regulations regarding the Emsstrom wreck.





Thank you.





Yours faithfully





Tim Gray
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Salcombe inlet netting

		From

		matthew brumby

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I find it shocking, beyond belief that any sort of net fishery is being considered for the salcombe inlet/Kingsbridge estuary.


But it is.


I object in the strongest possible terms to this.


You can stick all the rules you like on it, they won’t be properly policed nor followed.


It’s environmental vandalism at its worst .


Just how many times will our fishing authorities make the same mistake over and over again.


Yours sincerely 


Matthew brumby


324 Bodmin road 


Plymouth


PL5 4AX


Sent from my iPhone
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Salcombe - Proposed amendments to netting regulations

		From

		Geoff Robins

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good afternoon





I strongly object to any relaxation of the existing regulations regarding netting on the Salcombe estuary.





The estuary has been designated a Bass nursery area and all parties concerned acknowledge that Bass stocks are in a fragile position. The proposals will inevitably result in Bass `by-catch`, which in turn will lead to Bass mortality (estimates seem to indicate approximately 20% of returned Bass would die). How can this be acceptable in a nursery area?





It seems that there is a small number of commercial fishermen that would benefit, whilst there are many recreational anglers who would suffer a noticeable drop in the fish stock within the estuary. These recreational anglers often travel from around the country for different lengths of time and bring money into the local economy in the form of charter boat bookings, buying fishing tackle, renting accommodation and using local pubs/restaurants.





After discussing the proposal with commercial fishermen, that I know, they have told me that they consider the 100mm mesh size to be too big to be targeting Mullet . In the past nets were not allowed to be `fixed`. How would `fixed` nets effect the navigation of the estuary ?





When netting was allowed on the estuary, I have seen and reported illegal netting. The policing of this illegal netting would be very difficult (should the netting regulations proposed be agreed)  and I am sure that legalising any netting will significantly increase the amount of illegal netting. If netting is not allowed, then any nets would have to be illegal !


A point of note here..... 17.10.23 Devon and Severn IFCA recovered an illegal gill net that had 47 Mullet and 17 Bass in it.





With the current market prices of Bass and Gilthead bream, any by-catch will be worth much more than the targeted species - Mullet !!





I have been fishing the Salcombe estuary for over 40 years and only recently has the fishing in the estuary improved (noticeably, 2 Gilthead Bream records have been caught by recreational anglers) . Many years ago huge catches of Mullet were caught by commercial fishermen and there is no doubt that all fish stocks are now under pressure.  How can there be any logic or common sense in allowing more commercial fishing. It would seem that if left to commercial fishermen they would not be content until all stocks are totally depleted..........and then probably blame the authorities for nor imposing restrictions, such as nursey areas!!





Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.





Geoff Robins


8 Lower Warren Road


Kingsbridge


TQ7 1LF


01548 852005
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Estuary netting

		From

		Neil Clarke

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Mr Neil Wilson 





First i can believe that this is even being considered!!!


Im ex commercial myself but even i know this is a ridiculous idea 


The estuaries are a save haven and nursery for many many juvenile fish 


I cant believe you have taken the pollock fishery from the commercials then try to give them the estuaries..... !!!


How much pressure do you think an estuary can take before it is wipped out !!!


I work on the Helford estuary and i know if this is happens in 1 estuary then all of the estuary willbe next 


Please please re considered this .
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Changes to NPC in Salcombe estuary 

		From

		david mordecai mordecai

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



To whom this may concern,





I am an avid recreational angler that fishes the salcombe est quite often for couches bream bass and flounder. This is such a special area for fishing in the uk due to its high salinity and clean waters, arguably this best estuary in the british isles. The sal holds the flounder and couches british records and is a location where anglers travel far and wide to experience its wonder and good sport. 


Most anglers that frequent this mark will help upkeep the area with litter picking and local management and club involvement. At this level most anglers will have the most carful handling of these specimens and 99% of fish caught are released as stocks are low especially on the flounder and bream front.





I am local and live a stones throw away





I am upset at this new proposal 





I am very upset with the person who’s proposed this as its utter stupidity and greed and this goes against what i have known him to stand up for





Netting in the salcombe est is absolutely ludicrous and barmy. It our last redemption in devon that’s actually working.





The level of commercial activity in devon has risen to a new level even the marine scientists that have planted seagrass by hand are now frustrated after finding that all there work from the lats 2 years has recently been ruined. It takes one or 2 passes of greed and the sea bed is destroyed. There is no respite for any creature in the blue. It used to be a case of the wrecks were a sanctuary in the barren sea floor for species, but that is no longer as the last couple of years have proved. The reactive state of ifca and mmo in setting TACS. Have implied the doom of most wreck fish upto and over the 35-40mile mark. I can safely say that most wrecks inside this area from portland bill to an east west line off salcome are void of fish apart from pouting and congers. Its such a shame that this years pollock response was 6 years to late and only realised when catch numbers were so low. Recreational anglers could of helped ifca in this respect and we could of avoided the catastrophic impact that devon and the south coast is going to feel over the next decade. But the wreck netting carries on and so does the hake nets and also the trawlers starting to actively run gear over wrecks and structures as times get harder! 





The emstrong wreck 


If theres any flags to this proposal it is this emstrong proposal! 





It may be worth while to come out with someone like myself to show why how and what with this subject of interest. 





The emmstrong sits bow to stern NW-SE, with the ship on its side with the deck facing hopes nose SW. The south west side has tonnes and tonnes of gear all caught into what was the deck of the ship with masts catching the gear until its left to ghost fish.


This wreck is a bait fish wreck with the odd pollock or bass around it. It is unfishable on the southwest side due to the gear and its barren on the NE side due to it being being a smooth bottom of the hull due to the antifoul.  Therefore you are only really able to aim for the bait thats high up in the water. Dave Saunders has proposed a stop to netting because its the closest wreck that he anchors with his clients for small congers, This is only achieved by dropping lines back in the tide. So this wreck is not used by commercials or recreational angling as it doesnt hold the targets we wish to achieve where we can access them. The wreck acts like a natural filter for all the lost commercial gear and also a good dumping ground for old nets. I am an professional diver and i can assure ifca that this wreck will never be dropped on with divers for pleasure the danger involved outweighs the risk.





I wish that this nonsensical proposal is scrapped and Dave Saunders can wind his head in. The locals are all against it! 





It would be lovely to be able to show an ifca or mmo representative around and what goes on in this area including the daily scallop dredging of the skerries banks and all other illegal activities that continue to be ignored by the fisheries.





Kind Regards 


DR Mordecai 


07545215701


Sent from my iPhone
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.	The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary

		From

		andysd_59@yahoo.co.uk

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good morning,





 





I would like to object to this proposal.





 





I am a lifelong fisherman with over 50 years of experience. I have fished course, game and sea for the duration of that time and the declines in sea stocks and game (salmon and sea-trout) have been enormous. The causes of these declines are well known so to proposed a netting licence in an estuary is ludicrous and should be refused.





 





There is now huge concern over the decline of Pollack as these were seen as a replacement for Cod which had been overfished for years. I see trawlers inland, sometimes only 100 yards from the shore and if overfishing is allowed to continue then there will soon be nothing for recreational anglers to catch!





 





I was led to understand that fish stocks would be protected and that the economical benefits would be considered in deciding on how to achieve this and yet the commercial fisherman still seem to hold sway despite it being proven that recreational fishing provides considerably more revenue. Once all the fish have been taken and the commercial fisherman are demanding compensation for the loss of their industry, it’ll be too late to do anything about it.





 





Please do not allow this as it is just another means for illegal practices to destroy nursery stocks of fish in critical decline.





 





Andy Daniels
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Proposed changes to commercial fishing in Salcombe Estuary.

		From

		Colin Moore

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Don't allow commercial fishing in Bass and other species nursery area. Simple. And obvious. Just do your job to protect fish stocks.


Colin R. Moore
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Objection

		From

		Tom Craig

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






I would like to register my absolute opposition to the proposal. 





The world has too few native fish species so another commercial fishery we need like a hole in the head. 








Tom Craig
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Netting

		From

		Robert Carter

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



If you allow changes to netting in the salcombe estuary it will destroy this great angling for local anglers and also other who now travel from Wales and beyond to come fish this river , angling shops will also suffer,local hotels and bars ...the whole estuary is supposed to be a bass nursery...stocks of the fish take years to grow ....flounder in this river now are the biggest caught in any of the rivers in the south west, look at the teign ... netting outside the entrance to that river has all but wiped out this fish stock ...the bird life will also suffer as mullet chase small fish up the creeks with many types of birds ahead of them feeding on the small fish .... don't put profit first ...think about the bigger picture....greed today .....gone forever ..you can't replace it ....Robert carter 
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Netting Salcombe Estuary and Emstrom

		From

		David Saunders

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Committee.





I would like the following comments to be taking into consideration when deciding a proposed change in legislation to the netting byelaws.





I have been approached by several anglers, shore and boat on both areas in the subject matter. 





Representation of recreational anglers.





Main concerns are that the Salcombe estuary is already a nursery area for not only Bass but for many other species of fish, and has proven to already increased fish stocks in the estuaries that have this type of protection from commercial fishing practices.


Global weather changes need to be taken into consideration, not only for fishers but also for breeding fish stocks.


To overturn the existing Byelaw in our opinion would be a travesty and a backwards step for those who support the D&SIFCS in their current status.


A plus, to revisiting this Byelaw, would be, to infact extend the fishery further out into the bay to aid deeper water dwelling species seeking the shelter and food source of an estuary.





Summary. Change nothing please.








Emstrom Wreck.





Internally this was to be a dive site for recreational diving.


This however, has not been the case and is now exploited by commercial fishers, to either place strings of pots or to catch bait fish for Bassand Pollack.


Can this be made a recreational wreck only.



NO COMMERCIAL FISHERS with 100 metres exclusion on all sides.








Regards 

Dave Saunders.(PBA)

Email:
kellysherocharters@gmail.com 
or
kellyshero@btopenworld.com

Web site.
www.kellysherocharters.com

Mobile:    07970 642354
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proposals for recreational netting and Emsstrom wreck

		From

		Mike Bailey

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Shay Upham; Russell Farley; duffangler246@btinternet.com; seaworthy123@outlook.com

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; mullet580@googlemail.com; russelljf72@gmail.com; duffangler246@btinternet.com; seaworthy123@outlook.com



Dear Sir, 


Please find enclosed the second part of the response to the consultation process, as outlined in the attached letter. 


It is likely that I shall be away for an extended period after this so would suggest that any correspondence is forwarded to any of the four Committee members copied above. 


Thank you for your help in this matter, 


Best wishes, 


On behalf of Brixham Sea Angling Club 


Michael Bailey 







Devon and Severn IFCA  Emsstrom and Recreational Netting 14-12-2023.rtf

Devon and Severn IFCA  Emsstrom and Recreational Netting 14-12-2023.rtf

Devon And Severn IFCA,                                                        5, Deep Dene Close,


Brixham Laboratory,                                                               Brixham,


Freshwater Quarry,                                                               TQ5 0DZ.


Brixham,                                                                                 07746 415456


TQ5 8BA                                                                                01803 853252


                                                                                  14-12-2024


                                                                mikedartfisher@talktalk.net





Proposed Netting Changes for the Emsstrom Defined Area, Torbay.


Dear Sir,


Further to our responses to the consultation on proposed netting within the Salcombe Estuary, we would now turn our attention to the second consulatation relating to the Emsstrom Wreck.


We would welcome the protection of the site within the designated area


for recreational activities only, such as diving and angling by rod and line.


This has implications for monitoring, as the wreck is in close proximity to Torquay, and would be an easy target for commercial netting.


However, within this consultation there are a number of proposals that do not make any sense at all.  Mention is made of recreational netters with some proposed changes to the current rules.  Many of the anglers within our Club have been fishing for years, and we have no knowledge of any angler using recreational nets.  Netting implies commercial activity, so the proposals to increase the size of such nets to double the size allowed at present looks very suspect.  Even more remarkably, it is suggested that two recreational anglers using such increased lengths of net should be able to join them together if they are friends to make a net with a continuous length of 100 metres.   


This proposal is clearly not aimed at recreational anglers, but a way of commercial fishermen using this change of ruling to their advantage.  It has no possible advantage to recreational sea anglers and therefore, in the strongest terms, is objected to.  It does not in any way help to sustain marine environments and fish stocks.  In the present climate where conservation is so important and where our local IFCA has been so prominent in actively supporting measures to improve the welfare of our fisheries, this would be widely seen as a very backward and detrimental step.   We would therefore ask that this proposal relating to netting is rejected.


Thank you for your consideration of these strongly held views.


On behalf of Brixham Sea Angling Committee


Michael Bailey


Committee Member      
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fixed net fishery proposal Salcombe Estuary

		From

		mark wills

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear sirs


I would like to object to the proposal to allow a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe estuary in the strongest possible terms. I am appalled that such an irresponsible proposal would even be discussed at the IFCA, let alone consulted on. This proposal is so obtuse and stupid, it beggars belief. It goes completely against the principals of fishery management, the estuary being a bass nursery area as well as a key nursery area for mullet and many other species. 





Appointees to IFCAs are legally required to represent all the local fishing and marine environmental interests in the waters of the IFCA district, in a balanced way, taking full account of all the economic, social and environmental needs of that district. This proposal is short sighted and is clearly been put forward by, and is in the interests only of a very small minority of commercial fishermen and would be to the detriment of a large number of other commercial fisherman, anglers and wider environmental interests. 





It would so obviously be impossible to police or manage this fishery and local stocks will be decimated. The whole suggestion is unsustainable, It will have a massive wider impact on both angling and commercial fishing alike beyond the immediate estuary. How you could even consider such a proposal is an utter disgrace and indicates just how broken and unbalanced this IFCA is.


Mark Wills









Sent from Outlook
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Changes to bass netting regulation 

		From

		Gordon McGlone

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear sir or madam,


As a lifelong angler, member of BASS, a Severnside resident,a graduate of Swansea University’s 1972 Zoology and Botany BSc, and a career environmentalist awarded an OBE for services to nature Conservation I can not express strongly enough both my shock and opposition to the proposal for a new Bass fishery in Salcombe / Kingsbridge estuary. The mere idea of permitting a new commercial take of Bass from within a nursery area is wrong at local, national and international level. UK Bass stocks have been poorly managed historically and at the very time our government is committed to its 2030 nature recovery programme to even consider inflicting damage on a major Bass nursery area is fundamentally daft.


Please show common sense and scientific rigour and cancel any such notion of a new Bass netting scheme.


Regards


Dr Gordon McGlone OBE BSc MBA PhD


Old Year’s Day 2023


Sent from my iPhone
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Netting in Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Matthew Burgoyne

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good Morning, 





I am writing to state how against the proposal to allow netting within the mouth of Salcombe Estuary. It is appalling that it is even considered to our dwindling fish stocks including bass. If we are not careful we will stop the migration and spawning of bass within this estuary and it will have a detrimental effect on the population of bass in South Devon. I can not stress enough how I am against this decision. 








Kind regards, 





Matt Burgoyne 


48 Maker Road


Torpoint


Cornwall 


PL11 2HZ
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Netting salcombe harbour 

		From

		Jane Bickle

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



In response of this email. I don’t understand why they want to net salcombe estuary as occasional anglers can only catch 2 bass over 42cm and return bass that are under 42cm to help bass stocks . Netting will reduce bass stocks very quickly as all schooling bass will be caught up in the net . If this the case why are there rules for the occasional angler when commercial anglers can catch as many as they won’t per day . It seems they can break the rules when they won’t to by netting. So why should the occasional angler be punished to retain bass stocks . It seems to be one rule for one and not the other.


Many thanks Des





Sent from my iPad








image25.emf
106 - T1 - D 

Scott.msg


106 - T1 - D Scott.msg
Netting salcombe estuary

		From

		Dave Scott

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I am a registered commercial fisherman based in the river Fal in Cornwall. 


Netting has been banned in the river Fal to protect our diminished fish stocks and to make enforcement against illegal netting of juvenile bass in nursery areas.


Bass stocks are at critically low levels along with many other species thanks to poor management of fisheries by the EU and UK government. Your proposal to permit netting in the salcombe estuary is beyond belief. Gill. Netting is the most unsustainable form of fishing you  could introduce in an estuary you should be protecting from commercial exploitation. As a rod and line commercial fisherman who has seen bass landings decline to 10% of the previous years landings for the past 5 years and for 2024 can only land 100 kilo of pollock as by- catch per month I have to say that you are clearly out of touch with the current dire state of fisheries. Do Not go ahead with this insane proposal.


Dave Scott


Sent from my iPhone
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Response to proposal for netting in salcombe estuary 

		From

		Juliette Bird

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Nigel Mortimer; Councillor Julian Brazil

		Recipients

		nigel.mortimer@southdevonaonb.org.uk; julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk; consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



﻿I am strongly opposed to the proposed changes which would permit the use of fixed nets in the Salcombe estuary. I was made aware of this proposal through the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.






We live by the slipway at the head of Frogmore creek and i am a regular user of small boats on the Salcombe Estuary. I will not be affected in any financial way by the proposed change but I have huge concerns about the environmental impact of fixed netting in this creek and in the estuary as a whole.






All residents of Frogmore will be affected by fixed net fishing since it will deplete the rich stock of mullet and smaller fish at the pool at the head of the creek which is the attraction for otters, egrets, herons and kingfisher. Eels are also present in the stream which flows into the creek at Frogmore bridge and will be ´collateral damage’ if net fishing is allowed.






Recreational fishermen in Frogmore creek wait hours for occasional bass, gilt head bream and flounder. To make such fish accessible by permitting netting would undermine recreational angling by reducing fish numbers to an unacceptable level. It is not possible to target specific fish so indiscriminate killing of species will result.






It is irrational that an estuary which is itself a designated site of special scientific interest (and contains specific rarities such as sea grass and seahorses) and which makes its living from tourism should consider installing nets.






Nets:


 - will pose a hazard to the huge numbers of tourist-driven motor boats, 


- will add to existing problems of discarded/broken loose nets (on a daily basis fragments of nets wash up in Frogmore whilst larger pieces are commonly found on coastal beaches) which are a hazard to birds, cetaceans and seals but also to users of boats with engines and 


- will reduce fish numbers, damaging the food chain and impacting birds and mammals.


- will undermine recreational fishing in the estuary 






The South Hams is known as an area with strong environmental and green credentials and this initiative runs counter to all such efforts.





Dr Juliette Bird and family


Pool House, Frogmore TQ7 2NU



Sent from my iPhone
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Proposed netting of the Salcombe and Kingsbridge Estuary 

		From

		Wendy

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Sent from my iPad





Dear Sir/Madam 





With regards to the proposed netting of the Salcombe and Kingsbridge Estuary 


Through the winter months, as a recreational sea angler of sixty years and a stakeholder i believe this proposal to be totally wrong for a start this is a bass nursery 


Area and has not yet recovered from years of netting before the ban was introduced 


to protect immature bass. There are also other species that will be affected by this proposal. With this in mind i strongly oppose the reintroduction of netting.





With regards 


C.Campion.
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netting in Estuarys

		From

		Paul Jennings

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



please do not allow the commercial sector ( a tiny minority) to ruin our estuaries via netting just as they have ruined most of the available fishery. 


There's even a suggestion of a ban on recreational fishing for Pollock!!, guess whose had the majority of these fish??


This irresponsible sector will blame anything other than their unsustainable destruction of the marine environment, itll be the French, the Tuna, pollution and all the unlicenced fishers .





do the right thing please, there is big business from Tourists at stake, no one wants polluted fishless waters





Thanks





Paul Jennings





Dorset
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Salcombe estuary netting

		From

		Sam Follett

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear sir/madam,








When I first read that there was a proposal  to allow netting in the Salcombe estuary I didn’t quite believe it at first. Why netting in an estuary and bass nursery should be allowed doesn’t make sense to me at all. The only reason to net in a bass nursery is greed. The seas have already been plundered by commercial fishermen, so why now allow netting in one of the few places where it’s safe for fish to be. 





Saying the nets are for “mullet” is a smokescreen, the nets will catch everything and then what happens to the by catch? They won’t be going back that’s for sure!





This shouldn’t even be up for discussion, it’s scandalous and greedy. I hope I’ve made my point clear.












Regards 





Sam Follett 
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Salcombe Estuary Netting Permit

		From

		Ed H

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi,





I strongly appose this proposal.





We need to protect this waterway for future generations.  It attracts so many for a multitude of reasons.  Whether this area is enjoyed from the river bank, boat, paddle board or going for a swim, the fish are such an important part of larger eco system that makes it incredibly special place. It’s the ‘jewel in the crown’ of Devon waterways and we should be very careful not to damage it or set precedents that will affect other waterways.  





If this proposal is past I fear we will all regret it deeply in years to come.  Furthermore after a period there won’t be any fish left to make it worth the fisherman’s while. It seems a very shortsighted proposal in my opinion with short term gains.





Regards,





Edward Hanbury
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Commercial Net fishing in the Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Neil&Victoria Davidson

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir or Madam,





We write in response to your proposal to end the prohibition of commercial net fishing in the Salcombe Estuary.





We do not fish but are full time residents who have the estuary at the end of our garden. we have, therefore, a strong vested interest in what goes on in the estuary as you propose changes literally right by our garden gate. This is an established rural recreational area with a wide variety of wildlife which, there can be no doubt, would would be massively disrupted by the introduction of netting, not least the increasingly endangered curlew as well as seahorses etc. We also have a wide variety of human users of the estuary, some of them live in the area and others who come for holidays. All of their boating, canoeing, kayaking, windsurfing, swimming activities would be massively disrupted by your plan. All of this for the commercial gains of some faceless corporations, no doubt where any eventual financial benefit will end up in the pockets of an overseas entity. 





Of course we have our local fishermen, many of whom we see as they park near our house and pass by. Introducing netting will adversely affect their hobbies and relaxation. 





We are vehemently against you granting this permit, which would be a big adverse impact to the lives of wildlife and humans in the area…to increase the profit of someone far away. We live in an SSSI…if we have to give up some gains for the area to be kept up, then your commercial fishing friends should have to as well.





Yours, very strongly,





 Victoria and Neil Davidson 
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What a preposterous thing you are trying to do , on the netting of estuaries , you are out of touch , and are not fit for purpose, and are a joke the whole lot of you . Chris French 

		From

		Christopher French

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Sent from my iPhone
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Salcombe netting proposal

		From

		michael harwood

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk









Dear DSIFCA





I am writing to you regarding the proposed netting of Salcombe  estuary.  I have to say that I am totally opposed to such practises. I have several reasons for my stance on this matter which I shall mention below.


First and foremost in my mind is conservation, we live in a world of ever increasing awareness that conservation of the environment and its wildlife species whether on land, sea, pond or river are of utmost importance and the ultimate legacy .. if successful, is the important continuation of all species no matter what they are and the obvious benefits for future generations who will be able to enjoy as we have done…we all know that living in sustainable harmony can only reap benefits for all, surely future commercial / recreational fishing will absolutely benefit from such behaviour securing future stocks and providing a thriving industry . I absolutely cannot understand why such a proposal would be considered in an area that supports many important fish species of which many are at juvenile stage… the very stock we should be protecting to ensure future fishing. 


It is without doubt that many of the species  within the estuary are species under pressure nationwide and to risk further pressure on such stocks can only lead to further depressing reading in the future. I do wonder why the protection of uk waters and its fish species seems so slow in bringing about change and surely this is another step backward . 


I understand from some reading I have done that brown crab stocks cannot any longer be a viable proposal, I’m sure there are many reasons for this, some more factual than others but I sure to some extent overfishing has played a part and I would hate to see this extended to other species within the estuary such as bass mullet, sea trout and flounder to name but a few .  


It is also my few if this proposal is carried forward it will be unsustainable in the long term and its legacy devastating not only for fish species but also on all other stakeholders whose economic contributions to the area would be far greater in the long term . 


Again I ask you to reconsider the netting proposal and put all efforts into protecting our ever depleting fish stocks with a sustainable approach to all species with a modern approach to fish management that is quick to diversify when an alternative approach is urgently needed.





Your sincerely 





Mike harwood 
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Kingsbridge estuary 

		From

		Jacque White

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good evening,





I would please like to put my name forward to appeal “against” the netting permit 


This year a poaching net was found in the river and the fishing has already been devastated !


I use the estuary as a “catch and release” area when fishing with my daughters, this estuary is a nursery for fish and it should be protected as such !!


Our fish stock will decline if the nursery is netted regularly 


Thank you for your time


Regards 


Tony White


Sent from my iPhone
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Proposed changes to netting at Salcombe

		From

		John Sherlock

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hi


As an angler with over 60 years experience I feel that I must oppose the proposed changes at Salcombe. I feel that it will detrimentally affect the fish stocks with many fish being netted in prime spawning time thus affecting future fish stocks. There will also be a by catch of species such as Bass which have seen a resurgence in recent years due to the nursery areas of which Salcombe is one. Many angling clubs use the area for competitions, as well as the Wyvern small boat competition annually in September. This will surely have an affect on many small businesses and could adversely affect the local economy.


Thank you for taking the time to read this.


John Sherlock
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Review of the Netting Permit Conditions - Fixed Net Fishery in Salcombe Esturary

		From

		edward bastin

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam,


I am writing to object to the plans that I have read on your website regarding the opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary.





1. What is your specific interest in Salcombe Estuary? 







I am writing as a member of the public who lives within a 10 minute walk of the estuary. I have no commercial interest in the estuary. My personal interests are in protecting the environment, our local biodiversity and as a hobby I enjoy sailing on the estuary throughout the year and in all parts of it. I am a local primary school teacher and take children on nature walks down to the estuary to learn about our natural environment and the efforts we all must make to protect it.





2. Will you be impacted (positively or negatively) financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why? 






I see the proposal as totally unsuitable to this location. To be honest when I first heard of it I thought it must be a joke. The estuary is in the heart of a SSSI, and has designated natural reserve areas within it. The area is a haven for birdlife and has rich levels of biodiversity above and below the water. Our local community also works hard at removing plastic and rubbish from our environment and our shorelines through community and charity organised beach cleans.  All of these things will be very negatively impacted by setting up a commercial fixed net operations in the estuary.













3. In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively), by this change – how and why? 






I see that part of the reason for looking at this change is because commercial fisheries are not earning as much as they would like from their other opperations. I am sorry for this but this is not a reason to look at tapping into this area. I'm afraid they need to adapt and not just try to find new pockets of the natural world to exploit. The gather the estuary is a nursery breeding area for some species of fish and no management plan is really going to protect everything. 





4. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 






Setting up fixed 200m long nets during the season sounds obsurd. I don't pretend to be any expert on this but I imagine they will create significant obsticles for boating. The estuary is shallow and sailing dinghys  frequently capsize. If someone were to capsize onto one of these nets and get entangled in them then there could easily be fatalities. A lot of the plastic we collect on our beach cleans comes from commerical fishing operations, and adding additional plastic netting in the environment will no doubt lead to more pollution and more damage to biodiversity.







5. Do you have any other comments relating to topic 1?







Please do take this email into consideration. This area is known for its environmental protection and beauty. There is no real commerical fishing taking place in it and our local economies are based on tourism.





Many thanks


Edward Bastin


TQ7.
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FW: Netting

		From

		Office

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





 





From: Dennis Toleman <dennis.toleman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 24, 2023 4:05 PM
To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>
Subject: Netting





 





On Behalf of the Triple Hook Fishing Club





We would like to see No netting in any tidal estuary





Yours Dennis Toleman (club chairman) 
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Enough with the Nets!

		From

		Hal Miller

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam,





Bass nurseries like Salcombe Estuary are crucial for the long-term survival of this beautiful species in the UK - it is frankly appalling that any kind of netting is still allowed in such locations.





It is very hard to tell (and police) which nets people are using in practice - fixed and drift nets both look very similar, and it’s difficult to ascertain which is being used, barring a close inspection.





Therefore, by far the most effective course of action would be to simply ban all netting in Salcombe Estuary (and similar UK bass nurseries).





The commercial gain of a tiny minority is clearly and obviously not worth the cost to the wider community that the damage these policies bring, via the wanton destruction of some of our country’s most precious marine ecosystems.








Kind regards,


Hal
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Proposed changes to the netting regulations in the Salcombe estuary

		From

		John Shore

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam





I would like to respond to the proposed changes to the netting bylaws in the Salcombe Estuary.


My name is John Shore and I am a recreational angler who has fished the estuary for 30yrs predominately targeting Gilthead bream on a catch and release basis.I have also concentrated on flounder fishing in the winter months.


I find it unbelievable that you are considering changes that would allow a six month " mullet " fixed net commercial fishery (Oct to Mar) in a Bass conservation area and SSSI.


These changes would allow the taking of Gilthead bream,Bass (Jan only).flounder,thornback ray and many other species as by catch,


If allowed I believe that these netters would target the more lucrative fish ie bass/bream as they did pre 2018 when the present regulations were brought in.


This netting would led to the wiping out of whole generations of fish stocks in what is supposed to be a conservation area 


I believe that one of the main reasons for these changes being suggested is because of the demise of the local brown crab fishery due to overfishing.


These regulations if allowed to happen will provide a modest short term income for a few local commercials which will be totally unsustainable and ruin the recreational angling in the estuary.


Recreational angling I believe provides a much larger.and more sustainable economic benefit to the local area.I have met many anglers who have holidayed in the area just to fish the estuary. Three major flounder competiions have or are going to take place this season all run along strict catch and release rule.


A prestigious small boats angling comp is also run every Sept in the estuary with enteries from around the whole country.


Local tackle shops,accomodation and other tourism facilities all benefit from these events. 


I hope you are going to listen to the views of all stakeholders in this consultation. 


Surely fixed nets across the bays and creeks will impact on all other estuary users.The potential for accidents for canoeists.paddleboarders.and sailors is going to dramatically increase as the estuary is now used all year round. 


There will be entanglement issues with sea birds and marine mammals.I have seen a lot of seals and otters recently in many of the creeks.Lost gear and the issue of ghost nets will also come into play even if "wetting time" is reduced


One of the most important stakeholders is the Duchy of Cornwall who own the seabed. What is their opinion on your suggestions ????


My final point is that Grey mullet and Gilthead bream are not protected by any minimum catch size,quota or closed season in your area at the moment


If this continues as previously stated they will be targetted and wiped out.This has been happening on the open coast as the bream shoal up to spawn in Jan/Feb for some time now


Whether your proposed changes go through or not I would like to see these two important sporting species protected by some regulations.





To conclude I feel the 2018 regulations should remain in place with bream and all other species found in the estuary being protected by similar legisation .


Surely  bass conservation regulations should be in place for 12 months of the year.


There is a need to protect such a valuable recreational resource for all stakeholders not just a few commercial netters.


This may also set a precedent that netting in all bass conservation areas is acceptable








Yours sincerely





J.Shore   B.Sc Hons  





Berries Farm


Cornworthy


Totnes


TQ9 7ES
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The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Pete Lawrence

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I strongly object to proposals to open a fixed net fishery on The Salcombe Estuary.  As an area of outstanding Natural beauty, this will only have a negative impact on local wildlife.





I cannot believe that people are even contemplating such environmental savagery.





Pete Lawrence


Wildlife film-maker
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Response to Netting Permit Conditions proposal

		From

		Simon Dobson

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





Dear Sir/Madam,





 





Salcombe Yacht Club would like to respond to your request for views on the proposed changes to Netting Permit Conditions.





 





Salcombe Yacht Club runs a variety of sailing and boating activities in the vicinity of Salcombe Harbour so we are commenting on Topic 1: The opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary.





 





The Club has some broad environmental, social and economic concerns, as well as some that stem from possible direct effects on the Club’s activities.





 





Environmental, social and economic questions:





The bi-catch may deplete other fish stocks as fixed net fishing is indiscriminate as to the species of fish that is entrapped. It may also entrap other marine animals such as porpoises, seals and sea birds. The sea bed in Salcombe contains much precious eelgrass. What will be the impact on this?





The Salcombe Harbour is a popular tourism and recreation location. Due consideration should be given to the impact of fixed net fishing on swimmers, paddle boarders, shore anglers, visiting yachts and users of other small recreational craft and to whether or not the value of the additional grey mullet catch outweighs this impact.





 





Direct impact on Salcombe Yacht Club:





The Club runs dinghy racing every Saturday in October, November and December, and the dinghy racing season resumes on Saturdays in early March. The Club also holds several two-day racing weekends in September and October. We are concerned that fixed net fishing may have an impact on the running of these activities and would like to know more information about the time, location and scope of the proposed fixed net fishing.





As an RYA training centre, the Club also runs sail training and powerboat training sessions on week days throughout the autumn and so it would like to understand if the proposed fixed net fishing will impact on these activities as well.





 





Of course, if the proposed fixed net fishing does impact our ability to run the activities described above, there may well be detrimental financial consequences for the Club.





 





If you have any questions or need further clarification from us, please do not hesitate to get in touch.





 





Best regards,





Simon Dobson





Commodore, Salcombe Yacht Club
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