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Review of the Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Daniel Bowering

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Sir/Ma'am,





Please find my response to the review of netting permit conditions below. I am a member of both the Angling Trust and BASS and am very concerned about the proposed changes to the netting permit conditions. 





1. What is your specific interest in Salcombe Estuary? 





Salcombe is a well know overwintering location for mullet, gilthead bream and bass which have been proven to travel hundreds of miles back to their summer feeding grounds meaning everyone who fishes for these species should be interested in the estuary. I have watched in dismay as the flounder population of my local estuary has been decimated by nets, the Salcombe and Kingsbridge waterway is one of the best remaining waterways for the species and should not be allowed to go the same way.





2. Will you be impacted (positively or negatively) financially or otherwise, by this change – how and why?





I, and all other members of the British public will be negatively affected by the loss of the breeding stock of fish prior to and during the spawning period.  Sea fish are a common resource, not owned by a small number of commercial fishers fortunate enough to have access to the breeding stock over winter. The overwintering stock of fish are all heavy with spawn and aggregated in the south-west of England at the proposed netting period, this is the worst possible time for netters to kill the fish for their short-term gain. 





3. In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively), by this change – how and why?





The commercial fishing sector will have a short term small increase in profit whilst the recreational fishing sector will lose a large number of breeding stock fish which will have a long term impact on the stocks. Loss of fish stocks will result in less anglers (myself included) visiting the Salcombe area. Netting in my local harbour (Poole) by commercial fishers for both sale and pot bait has resulted in the flounder population plummeting. Where once there was a flourishing angling competition scene now there are very few competitions and hardly any fish caught, Salcombe will quickly go the same way with the flounder, which have little commercial value, going for pot bait.  





4. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why?





Mullet are the supposed target species for the fishery, they are aggregated in the Salcombe ria prior to spawning overwinter. As the species take 12 years to reach maturity any commercial fishing needs to be very tightly controlled as overfishing will take decades to recover from. 





Bass are also slow growing taking 7 years to reach maturity, during the test fishing conducted in the waterway the majority of the fish caught were bass, 18% of which died and 90% were injured. As bass can only be landed for one month of the proposed 6 month period a large number of the catch will be killed and wasted surely this alone is too great an impact.





Gilthead bream are one of the few species which are increasing in number with the warming seas. That some larger fish are known to overwinter in the Salcombe ria is very promising for the future of the fishery. Any netting of these fish will damage a species on the limit of their range and slow or stop their spread to the north.





Flounder are a species of inshore waters and therefore cannot escape the attentions of the netters, they have limited commercial value but are highly prized as a recreational quarry. A fish which would be bycatch to the netters, only good for pot bait, is very easily wiped out and lost for all. The Salcombe and Kingsbridge waterway is one of the best specimen fisheries in the country at present and should be protected. 





5. Do you have any other comments relating to topic 1?





The B&PSC’s Rationale for Change states ‘That the B&PSC considers that a mortality rate of 18.8% of bass, caught during the netting trials within Salcombe Estuary is acceptable.’ This trial was carried out with very specific control measures in place including cutting nets to release fish, a holding recovery tank and tightly controlled soak times, none of which are likely to be followed by any commercial netters render the study hopelessly optimistic. That the same bass were found to be in the area for a considerable length of time during the study suggests they might be caught more than once which would dramatically increase the likelihood for mortality.





The B&PSC’s Rationale for Change states ‘That the B&PSC recognises a reported decline in profitability in pot fisheries’ The rationale for allowing one group of commercial fishers access to Salcombe ria for netting cannot be because they have unsustainably fished another resource. If the profitability of the pot fishery has declined then lower the amount of effort applied to the pots which will allow the crab and lobster population to recover. Too many potters and poor control from the IFCA and MMO is to blame for their decline in profitability.





The B&PSC’s Rationale for Change states ‘That the B&PSC supports providing opportunities for commercial fishermen to diversify and boost their winter income by participating in a limited netting fishery within the Salcombe Estuary.’ The opportunities for commercial fishers to boost their income should be weighed against the socio-economic loss for the wider community and the environment. The South Devon Area Of Outstanding Natural Beauty attracts visitors from all over the country. Adding to the pollution of the waterway, removing fish stocks and endangering both the bird life and seal population with nets will not help the tourism industry. The two large flounder fishing competitions alone bring in an estimated £50000 to the local economy which would stop if the fish were netted.





The B&PSC’s Rationale for Change states ‘That the B&PSC recognises that sea trout are present at an unknown scale, for feeding purposes, in the Salcombe Estuary but it is not a known migratory route.’ If the B&PSC recognise sea trout are present and that they are a protected species how can it be acceptable to allow netting when the scale of their presence is unknown? Why is this not fully evidenced and proven to be of minimal risk prior to the proposal going forward?






Topic 1 and Topic 5 relevant comments





The minimum size of mess for the proposed nets is 100mm which has been proven to catch bass at around the minimum conservation reference size (up to 30% of all bass caught would be less than 42cm) when set correctly. As the ria has low tidal flows the nets set here would be slack for a great period of the tide allowing them to act as tangle nets and therefore catching much smaller fish.





Grey mullet are sexually mature at 47cm, swim in the same areas as both thin lipped and golden grey mullet and will therefore be caught in the same nets. Setting different MCRS for all 3 species will result in greys being taken years before they reach maturity and the stock being damaged as result. Mesh sizes used to catch mullet should be large enough for immature greys to pass through, a suitable size of 110 or 115mm has been suggested in other areas.












Kind regards,





Danny





D Bowering





40 Barnes Road,





Bournemouth





BH10 5AH
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		From

		Anthony Wreford

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk









Sent from my iPad.     Could you please tell me why you are only doing the  Salcome  river and  not the other rivers like the exe and the Teign  if you can open one you can open all we all have a living to make very poor decision on your behalf  cheers Mr A Wreford 
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Netting in Salcombe estuary 

		From

		June Boot

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sirs,





 





We have read about plans to use netting in the local estuaries. We live in Kingsbridge and feel strongly that this type of netting is totally unsuitable for this location. The Kingsbridge Estuary is a Bass nursery area and an SSSI. Gill net fishing is unselective and will catch Bass as well as the target species. 





 





We should surely only do whatever is possible to improve our environment and the natural world around us. It has never been more important to work with nature and complement it rather than cause any disruption to flourishing wildlife. Improving one area of life at the cost of another has a long term negative impact and this is unacceptable. 





 





Gordon and June Boot





Kingsbridge





TQ7 1EX





 





Sent from Outlook for Android











image5.emf
124 - T1 - W 

Beare.msg


124 - T1 - W Beare.msg
A RESPONSE TO REVIEW OF NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS & FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON NETTING IN THE SALCOMBE ESTUARY (TOPIC 1).

		From

		WILLIAM AV BEARE

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



FROM: WILLIAM A V BEARE 





6, Copperfield





Chillington





Kingsbridge





South Devon





TQ7 2FD





Tel; 01548581719/07711706580





Williambeare@hotmail.com





 





 





Thursday January 4th 2024





 





Dear Sir,





 





A RESPONSE TO REVIEW OF NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS & FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON NETTING IN THE SALCOMBE ESTUARY (TOPIC 1).





 





1.        MY INTEREST IN THE SALCOMBE ESTUARY





 





I am a recreational angler and boat owner on the Salcombe Estuary.  I am a member of the Bass Sports Fishing Society and the Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club. It was via the boat club that I became aware of this consultation.





 





  I have been angling in the Salcombe Estuary for 64 years as well as bird and general nature watching. I am interested in the preservation of the habitat in the estuary, especially the fish namely Bass, mullet, flounder, Gilthead bream, plaice and sea trout. 





 





  Since netting was banned the recreational angling in the estuary has improved, especially with regard to bream– both British shore and boat record gilthead bream have been caught in the estuary. Many anglers are attracted to fish in the estuary because of this and a lot of “catch and release” is practiced with anglers only taking what is needed for the table.  Many people come to stay in the area (especially Kingsbridge) to enjoy the sport on offer. They bring a revenue stream with them which potentially could be very long lasting.  An industry is growing around this producing tackle specific to gilthead bream, there is large tackle support for bass and flounder fishing with tackle available in local shops.





 





 I no longer fish for bass in the estuary from my boat but remember a time in the 1960’s when good catches of bass were to be had.  My best day comprised a 20lb fish followed shortly by a 19.5lb fish within the estuary, something I have never matched since anywhere!   I also remember the very limited netting that was practiced in the estuary in the 60’s and occasionally gave a hand with it.  There were usually a lot of mullet in the net which was something the fishermen weren’t interested in, it was the bass that were the worthwhile fish!  I do not believe that has changed! 





 





 In those days bass shoals within the estuary were plentiful with various year groups represented.  We fished for them with live sandeel trolled behind the boat.  If you caught one you could go over the shoal multiple times always catching bass of the same size.  This correlates with the bass swimming in their year groups and still applies today.  The fish are smaller but the large shoals are still present.  The majority of these would be below the 42cm minimum landing size.  I believe that a well placed gill net could virtually wipe out a year group in this way.  A very large number of bass in a gill net could be very harmful to these fish as evidenced by the accidental bass kill last year by scientists researching in the estuary.





 





Over the last 25 years my bass fishing has been outside the estuary between Fowey and Dartmouth.  Each year we have caught a few fish over 10lbs.  This year our biggest bass was 5.5lbs and only one!  This correlates with the massive increase in the number of gill nets in the area although I do realise it is part of a general trend of decreasing numbers and size.  The commercial fishing sector seem to decimate the fish stocks and then move on. I do not blame the fishermen for this, they are trying to make a living.  It is the fault of those making the rules!  I am anxious they are not allowed to move into the estuary and undo the very valuable contribution sensible conservation has produced.   





 





         2.  Will I be impacted by the Change?





 





I will be affected by the change in that it will have a massively adverse effect on the fish stocks, especially the gilthead bream and bass. I understand there is no minimum size for gilthead bream so allowing commercial fisherman to take whole catches would potentially destroy the fishery in a short time.  Allowing netting to resume in the Salcombe estuary would be a disaster for the environment and the wildlife of the estuary.  I cannot see the point in maintaining an angling boat when there are so few fish to catch and will sell it and move to sail. 





 





 





3.        IN WHAT WAYS WILL THE COMMERCIAL AND RECEATIONAL FISHING SECTORS BE         





IMPACTED? (HOW AND WHY?)





There may be a very short term profit for the commercial sector until the fish stocks are depleted, I estimate 3 months.  The lack of availability of suitable targets for the recreational anglers will mean anglers will go elsewhere  (if there is anywhere else!).  





 





              





4.       IN WHAT WAY WILL THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND/OR FISH STOCKS BE IMPACTED BY THIS CHANGE?  





Nets of the sizes suggested in a shallow estuary will be devastating to the aquatic wildlife. It will be possible to corral entire areas of the creeks.  It is impossible to control what is caught up in the net. In the shallow water,  parts of the net snagged on the bottom will be left and go on fishing for all sorts of wildlife indefinitely. 





 





No one knows if gilthead bream breed in this part of the world, the fish stocks may be a “Sink” stock from the breeding areas in the Bay of Biscay or off Southern Ireland and simply arrive on tidal and wind driven currents.  The stock which has taken many years to grow will suffer a setback which may take many decades to overcome.





 





Bass from the nursery area of the estuary eventually migrate to sea to breed and are then at risk of being caught.  Let’s not catch them before they leave!  Undoubtably there are some large female bass which come into the estuary. These bass produce very large numbers of eggs during spawning and are of immense value in maintaining the stocks. These female fish may be 80cms plus long and each can produce about 3 million eggs per season.  They appear to be critical to maintaining stocks of bass  





 





OTHER COMMENTS RELATING TO TOPIC 1? 





My overriding concern is the threat to the fragile environment in the estuary and its importance as a breeding ground for fish. In February 1987 the Estuary was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest. It is also within the AONB and is a Local Nature Reserve. It would in my opinion be a crime and fly in the face of all current conservation practices to change any of these or do anything which poses a threat to the unique environment. To me it is illogical that anyone would even consider making such changes.  





 





Yours faithfully





 





William A V Beare
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Response to FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION – CHANGES TO THE NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS

		From

		Graham Rich

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear IFCA





I would like to object to the proposal to introduce commercial net fishing in the Salcombe estuary for the following reasons:








1.	 The mortality rate for Bass is almost certainly an underestimate and is too high even at the assumed rate.


2.	The introduction of nets will interfere with recreational boating movements in the estuary (our family uses kayaks, sailing dinghies, ribs and motorboats throughout the estuary in all months of the year)


3.	It will reduce the total amount of fish visible from recreational boats - and this is one of the great pleasures of boating in the estuary.  I am sure this will disturb the delicate ecology of the estuary and financially benefit only a few commercial operators.









Thanks for taking these factors into consideration.  I think it would be a major retrograde and destructive act to introduce commercial netting to the estuary.






Graham Rich


Bonne Vue


Bonaventure Road


Salcombe


Devon


TQ8 8BE
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Review of Netting Permit Conditions Formal Public Consultation Proposals

		From

		Sue Sayer

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Sarah Greenslade; Luke Humphries; Patrick Polglase; Sarah Clark

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; sarahthesealproject@gmail.com; lhumphries@duchyofcornwall.org; ppolglase@duchyofcornwall.org; S.Clark@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello





Happy New Year





 





Please find attached a public consultation response from the Seal Research Trust





Review of Netting Permit Conditions





Formal Public Consultation Proposals





Amendments to Commercial Permit Conditions





Amendments to Recreational Permit Conditions





 





Good luck with your deliberations.





 





Sue





x





 





Cornwall needs Marine Rangers: Research Connect Inspire Conserve.





Sue Sayer MBE (https://www.cornwallsealgroup.co.uk/2023/01/its-an-honour-mbe/)





Seal Research Trust





Est. Cornwall 2000





 





Aka Cornwall Seal Group Research Trust (Charity number: 1162936)





www.cornwallsealgroup.co.uk





Cornwall’s internationally renowned, multi award winning seal conservation charity





Identifying and monitoring local seals and protecting their marine environment





 





2023 Seal Secrets by Sue Sayer https://sealresearchtrust.com/collections/all-items/products/sue-sayer-seal-book





2023 Sea Change: Seals Impacts of Climate Change on Seals (6 mins) https://youtu.be/KaJWpcP5p4g
2023 Seal Alliance Masterclass https://youtu.be/fHjHDJ10Sqo?si=bQJm1TZgft15UvBl
2023 SW Marine Ecosystems Seal Webinar https://youtu.be/Hj_ppyR45jY





2023 SWCP Podcast https://tinyurl.com/4f6cxt2u
2023 All About Animals Podcast https://rss.com/podcasts/allaboutanimals/826848/2022 
2022 Remarkable Ruen Podcasts Part 1 https://open.spotify.com/episode/1dcKYtkmxUuy7ZC35Tp4j6 and Part 2 https://open.spotify.com/episode/1nAFsdvAawrGQGixzCcAry
Climate change impacts on seals: Cornwall Climate Care Documentary (15:30 minutes) https://www.cornwallclimate.org/films/under-the-surface





Get free:





*Seal SW Newsletters and Updates including invites to our monthly online Seals SW Sessions http://eepurl.com/dHdy3j





*Family Activities https://sealresearchtrust.com/pages/family-activities





*Talks about our seal conservation work https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuzvSLkxvtdgbnccHqibILQ/videos





       *Access to our online volunteer training to help from seals from the comfort of your own home email seals@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk





 





Adopt our wild seals: Real seals, real stories, real time! https://sealresearchtrust.com/pages/wild-seal-support-pack 





Shop for beautiful gifts: Treat yourself, your friends and family https://sealresearchtrust.com/ 





Facebook: Instagram: Youtube: Twitter: Linkedin





 





CSGRT is 100% compliant with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The information contained in this e-mail message is confidential and intended for the use of the addressee(s) only. You should not reproduce, distribute, store, retransmit, use or disclose its contents to anyone. If you are not the intended recipient, please advise the sender immediately and delete the email and all copies (including attachments) from your system.





 





 










Kingsbridge Estuary Inshore Netting Fixed Gill IFCA CONSULTATION SRT RESPONSE FINAL SUBMITTED.pdf

Kingsbridge Estuary Inshore Netting Fixed Gill IFCA CONSULTATION SRT RESPONSE FINAL SUBMITTED.pdf




Review of Netting Permit Conditions 



Formal Public Consultation Proposals 



Amendments to Commercial Permit Conditions 



Amendments to Recreational Permit Conditions 



 



A Stakeholder Details  



Seal Research Trust (SRT) 



Sue Sayer MBE 



sue@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk 



Founder and Director 



 



B Marine Conservation Charity specializing in seals 



 



C We learned of this consultation via Devon and Severn IFCA Website 



 



Topic 1: The Opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary 



SRT OBJECT to this proposal. 



1. The Salcombe Estuary is a vital habitat for marine and coastal wildlife and a Juvenile Bass 



Nursery Area. Grey seals have been recorded in the estuary (see data below).   



2. We have no financial interests arising as a result of this proposal, however society relies on 



ecosystems for our very existence from the air we breathe, to the water we drink, the food 



we eat, our health and social wellbeing and a healthy, vibrant and diversified economy. 



Without nature, humans cannot survive. There are 7 years left to limit the impacts of 



irreversible climate change. Nature Recovery Strategies are essential to ensure our species 



survival. This proposal conflicts with these essential nature recovery ambitions, without 



which future generations will not have the chance of a good life on a liveable planet. 



3. A small number of commercial fisheries stand to gain financially in the short term from this 



proposal, but ultimately all will stand to lose out financially in the medium and long term, 



along with wider fishing communities beyond the estuary.  The overall environmental, social 



and economic cost benefit analysis of this proposal will surely show the costs hugely 



outweigh the benefits? 



4. Ultimately the wider commercial and recreational fishing community will suffer in the 



medium to long term as a result of opening a fixed net fishery in Salcombe Estuary. This is a 



designated Juvenile Bass Nursery Ground and a minimum 18% mortality rate for bycaught 



and released Bass is high and unacceptable and will lead to a rapid decline in the value of 



this nursery area. Presumably if Bass show site fidelity, this could wipe out the majority of 



Bass in the estuary very quickly. Given the potential for high density repeat deployment of 4-



5km of netting in total in this estuary, the consequences on Bass and other fish species could 





mailto:sue@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk








be catastrophic, including being detrimental to future bass catches. All species need 



protected safe havens and there is plenty of science showing that protecting key areas has 



beneficial knock on effects for the surrounding areas. The Juvenile Bass Nursery Area 



designation needs to be respected and protected, not undermined by statutory agencies 



such as the IFCA. 



 



Fixed nets are known to have very high bycatch rates for a wide range of other non-fish 



species, including seals. Sea Mammal Research Unit data shows 85% of UK seal bycatch 



occurs in the SW UK mostly in fixed nets. Seal Research Trust (SRT) have photo identified 



over 100 different live entangled seals every year since 2016 across Devon and Cornwall, in 



addition to an unquantified number of dead bycaught seals. Mesh size is irrelevant, because 



as soon as any part of a seal is caught up, the seal’s panic response is to spin, cocooning it in 



the net from which there is likely to be no escape. Without access to the surface, this 



entanglement will lead to asphyxiation (seals are voluntary breathers so usually they don’t 



take a breath underwater to drown). With access to the surface, this entanglement can lead 



to drowning (as a result of progressive exhaustion associated with the trauma of trying to 



escape) or severe oxygen depletion with the seal becoming unresponsive. Bycaught seals will 



likely have the physical trauma of wounded flippers, torn faces as well as severely damaged 



gums and broken teeth before eventually dying. 



 



If found alive, entangled seals are usually released by fishers just cutting their nets, leaving 



seals with gear about their necks, bodies and flippers to suffer and die a painful, even slower 



death. It would be interesting to know how many seals have already been bycaught in net 



fisheries in the vicinity of the Salcombe Estuary. Otters, Diving birds and other Seabirds 



species are at a high risk of being bycaught infixed nets in the estuary. 



 



Harbour seals (the smaller of our two native seal species) successfully started pupping in the 



Dart Estuary in 2019 as they recover from heavy fisheries persecution and a multiplicity of 



other cumulative threats. Harbour seals started successfully pupping in Cornwall in 2021. 



Harbour seals are likely to explore neighboring estuaries and so be at greater risk of being 



bycaught if this proposal goes ahead. The recovery of a species from the brink of extinction 



since humans stopped killing them is to be celebrated. Both native species of seals perform 



vital top predator ecosystem services that help ensure a balanced and biodiverse marine 



ecosystem upon which fishers depend. Thriving seals means thriving fish stocks and so 



thriving fisheries. This is because a shortage of fish means seals die. Seal populations are 



therefore self-limiting. Seals are a good indicator of the health of the marine environment.  



 



Grey seal photo ID work by SRT volunteers across the SW along with key partners such as The 



Seal Project in South Devon have demonstrated that seals from South Devon have also been 



identified to the east in Dorset and to the west to Lands End right up to the Camel Estuary on 



the north Cornish coast. This means that impacts on seals in South Devon will have knock on 



effects right around the southwest peninsular.  



 



Experience from South Devon shows that seals can be attracted by lights at night. Seals 



forage using only their whiskers in the dark, but light makes catching prey easier, as the seals 



don’t just have to feel their prey, but can see it too. This will likely increase the number of 



seals present in the estuary at night, which we suspect is something that fishers won’t 



welcome.  











 



Small vessels produce the highest pitched sounds and these are known to have the greatest 



disturbance effect on cetaceans. Other species will be disturbed as a result of the increased 



vessel activity in the enclosed and ‘echoing’ narrow estuary environment. This increases the 



likelihood of mass cetacean strandings (such as has happened in the Fal despite this being a 



much larger and deeper estuary). 



 



We assume that introducing fixed netting over a six month period in what is a relatively 



small, highly tidal estuary will pose additional navigational risks to other water users, 



particularly those visiting the estuary with potential financial consequences for harbour 



authorities, other water users and the tourist industry.  



 



Ensuring soak times are adhered to given the rapidly changing tidal conditions in this estuary 



could easily lead to minimum soak times being exceeded. Devon and Severn IFCA already 



have evidence from 23rd September 2023 of a 150m illegal fixed gill net that caught 47 mullet 



and 17 bass (mostly juveniles) all of which died. 



 



Additional intensive fisheries in areas known to be frequented by seals will likely lead to 



interactions between seals and fishers that are rarely welcomed by the fishers. Historically 



seals have been attracted into harbours by discards by fisheries. Any feeding of seals by 



anyone – fishers or tourists changes a seal’s behaviour for life with unwelcome consequences 



for humans. However, we would remind everyone that the Conservation of Seals Act was 



amended in March 2021 removing the ‘netsman’s defence’ making it illegal to kill, injure or 



take a seal. This law change was made to protect UK fisheries exports to the US where the 



Marine Mammal Protection Act prohibits any lethal predator control. This is a good 



opportunity to remind fishers of the law change in November 2021 making it a requirement 



to report all marine mammal bycatch to the MMO within 48 hours of landing their catch. 



This voluntary system has been shown not to be working. As a result, we strongly advise that 



in addition to compulsory IVMS, all fishing vessels should have compulsory Remote 



Electronic Monitoring systems as well (infra-red will be needed at hight), to ground truth 



bycatch data, without which fisheries cannot be effectively managed sustainably.  



 
Of Defra’s five Environmental Principles, two are key here: Polluter Pays and the 
Precautionary principle. Both must be strictly enforced. Not adding additional marine threats 
to a wide range of species is vital to meet with Precautionary principle. The Polluter Pays 
principle means that all fisheries must be responsible for any lost gear and self-retrieve or 
fund clean-up charities to remove their lost gear. The disposal of end of life gear should be 
documented properly before new gear can be purchased. The tracking of gear using tags is 
very welcome as this is a vital management method for all fisheries. 
 
The Salcombe to Kingsbridge Estuary is a Site of Special Scientific Interest with 3 primary 
subtidal seagrass beds that could be negatively impacted by fixed netting. 
 
It is also an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty that should not be impacted by the 
additional noise and pollution associated with more fishing vessel activity and light pollution 
at night. This proposal will have a negative aesthetic impact on the AONB with potential 
issues arising from lost tourist income as a result. 
 











5. SRT have a few key questions about this proposal.  



What evidence is there that fixed netting is actually needed here in this protected area?  



What habitat monitoring will be committed to, to quantify any likely impacts should this 



proposal go ahead and who will fund this (our suggestion is that this should be funded by 



fishers and their representatives)?  



What Environmental Net Gain will be delivered by the activity?  



What essential regulation, compliance and enforcement will be put into place by Devon and 



Severn IFCA to monitor the impacts of this proposal over the sixth months of the fishing 



season? 



 



Seal data  



(please email Sue Sayer MBE sue@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk and Sarah Greenslade 



sarahthesealproject@gmail.com for precise lat/longs of locations, as SRT do not routinely 



give away the location of sensitive seal sites in public documents.) 



 



Start Point is a key sensitive seal site that is less than 10km from Kingsbridge Estuary. The 



next nearest haul out to the west is Looe Island which is 51km away. Dartmouth is 



approximately 26km to the east (direct line distance). Seals can swim 100km in a day for at 



least four days consecutively. 



 



Seal pupping is routinely recorded at multiple locations in South Devon. Moulted pup records 



show that young seals from around the entire Celtic Sea are also present, as they are on their 



‘post weaning dispersal’ and exploring this region too. This is the riskiest time of their lives as 



they are learning what to eat and how to catch it. Moulted pups do not yet have a mental 



map of the best foraging and haul out sites, so these seals are most likely to be found in 



unusual locations or interacting with fisheries. One 4 week old moulted pup swam 1000km in 



its next 8 weeks routinely diving to 120m. With mortality rates already up to 85% for grey 



seals in their first 18 months, additional impacts such as more fixed netting pose a very 



serious risk to future seal population recruitment.  



 



Salcombe 



No effort based surveys have been conducted here. Nevertheless, seals were recorded in 
2015, 2018, 2019, 2020 between Apr and Oct.  
 
Start Point 



71 surveys were undertaken between 2013 to 2022. Whenever surveyed, seals were present 
on every occasion bar once in Feb 2016. The maximum number of seals recorded was 34. 
Seals were recorded throughout the year with the peak months being June and July. 10+ 
seals were recorded in 9 different months (Jan Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Oct Dec) and most 
of the seals recorded were hauled out resting.  
 
Dartmouth 
 
29 surveys were undertaken between 2013 to 2022 (excluding 2019) by SRT volunteers and 
those from The Seal Project in South Devon. When surveyed, seals were seen on every 
occasion. The maximum number of seals recorded was 30. Seals were present throughout 
the year (apart from Feb and Dec when no surveys were completed). The peak months for 
seal numbers were Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Nov. 10+ seals were recorded in these 7 
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different months (Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Nov) and most of the seals recorded were 
hauled out resting. 
 
Looe 
 
7434 surveys have been undertaken since 2008. The maximum number of seals recorded 
was 28. Seals were present throughout the year with the peak months being May, Jul and 
Aug. 10+ seals were recorded in different 9 months (Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct and 
Nov) and most of the seals recorded were hauled out resting.  
 
Seals identified in South Devon have been Photo ID functionally linked to  



• Dorset 



• Looe 



• Lizard West 



• St Austell Bay 



• Roseland 



• West Cornwall  



• Camel 



 



 



Topic 2: A Prohibition of Commercial Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone 



5. SRT SUPPORT this proposal. This proposal is vital if voluntary measures have failed.  



 



Hopes Nose 



 



Seals have been recorded during opportunistic surveys in 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021, mostly 



between May to Sep with up to a max of 9 seals in total with 7 hauled on land. 



 
 
Topic 3: Net length (at sea); Bag limits and Combining nets 



5. SRT OBJECT to this proposal. Why is this proposal being made and what is the justification 
for it? This is recreational netting activity which by definition should be self-limiting in the 
catches being made, given this is for personal consumption. Any increase in net length will 
increase the chances of negative impacts including bycatch and entanglement risks as well as 
the potential for lost gear. Any increase in net length will merely encourage the misuse and 
abuse of this legislation encouraging the commercialization of recreational fisheries. Any 
increase in recreational fishing efficacy will negatively impact commercial fisheries. Sandeels 
at the base of the food chain supporting the entire ecosystem must be protected and the 
fishery managed fully to ensure sustainability. Keystone species such as this should not be 
caught at all for any commercial or recreational use. Sandeel fishery bans are being proposed 
by Defra in the North Sea and should be deployed here too.  
 
 



Topic 4: A Prohibition of Recreational Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone 



5. SRT SUPPORT this proposal. This proposal is vital if voluntary measures have failed.  



 











Hopes Nose 



 



Seals have been recorded during opportunistic surveys in 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021, mostly 



between May to Sep with up to a max of 9 seals in total with 7 hauled on land. 



 



Topic 5: MCRS and Soak Times of Nets (at sea) 



1. SRT SUPPORT this proposal. MCRS are vital for efficient fisheries management so it is vital 



that MCRS are applied to grey mullet. 



2. SRT SUPPORT the proposal that all fisheries  across the whole district should have MCRS 



3.  SRT SUPPORT the proposal that all grey mullet species should have MCRS 



7. SRT SUPPORT the proposal for the application of MCRS for all fish stocks as this is the only 



way to enforce sustainable fisheries management. 



8. SRT SUPPORT this proposal. MCRS are vital for efficient fisheries management so it is vital 



that MCRS are applied to Gilthead bream. 



9. SRT SUPPORT the proposal that all fisheries  across the whole district should have MCRS 



13. SRT SUPPORT the proposal for the application of MCRS for all fish stocks as this is the only 



way to enforce sustainable fisheries management. 



What compliance, enforcement and juvenile sea fish stock monitoring will be put into place by 



Devon and Severn IFCA to monitor the impact of this proposal  



 



Topic 6: Soak Times for Nets (at sea) 



5. SRT OBJECT this soak time limit proposal. This is a distraction. The fact is netting should NOT 



be allowed in the estuary.  
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Fw: Proposed netting in the Salcombe estuary

		From

		stephen wade

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk









----- Forwarded message -----


From: stephen wade <congerman33@yahoo.co.uk>


To: consultation@devonandcornwallifca.gov.uk <consultation@devonandcornwallifca.gov.uk>


Sent: Wednesday, 3 January 2024 at 05:31:45 GMT


Subject: Fw: Proposed netting in the Salcombe estuary











----- Forwarded message -----


From: stephen wade <congerman33@yahoo.co.uk>


To: consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk 


Sent: Tuesday, 2 January 2024 at 19:12:11 GMT


Subject: Proposed netting in the Salcombe estuary





Hi all,


     I am writing on behalf of all of our members at Mevagissey Sea Angling Club, in Cornwall, regarding the ludicrous possible proposal to allow netting in the Salcombe estuary! As recreational anglers who do a lot of our fishing in the Cornish estuaries for a variety of species, this is hard to take in! Not only will many species be affected, and the fact that these areas are Bass nursery areas, we are all aware that illegal netting still goes on with little being done to stop this! So why, oh why make it legal??? 


     If this proposal goes through, then it will open up the possibilty of it happening in all other estuaries in the South West! The fish stocks have declined in all of our estuaries as it is.....why make it worse? The flounder fishing in the River Fowey has nigh on disappeared for one example! 


    I do hope that this proposal is thrown out as there is nothing positive to come out of this!!





                                                                  Yours Sincerely





                                                                 Stephen Wade    (Chairman/Secretary of Mevagissey S.A.C)
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NETTING PROPOSAL - SALCOMBE HARBOUR/ ESTUARY 

		From

		Nigel Blazeby (Lifeboat Operations Manager)

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Christopher Winzar (Coxswain); Cameron Sims-Stirling

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; Christopher_Winzar@rnli.org.uk; Cameron.Sims-Stirling@swdevon.gov.uk



Dear Devon and Severn IFCA,





 





I write representing RNLI Salcombe, where I service as the Local Operations Manager.





 





We object to the proposal for additional netting in Salcombe Harbour. 





 





Our Search and Rescue area extends seawards of Salcombe but also includes the entire Salcombe Estuary. We have 3 vessels; an all weather lifeboat, inshore boat and flat bottomed boat. Nets extending across channels/ fairways would hinder/ hamper and possibly damage any of our vessels should we have to respond to a search and rescue call. 





 





Many of our crew work in the fishing industry, we are not against sustainable well managed fisheries, but such fisheries must not be allowed to hinder/ hamper or block the safe passage of vessels. The current fishing permitted in Salcombe estuary is, in our opinion, well managed and does not hamper safe navigation. We see no need to change what is already in place.   





 





Kind regards……





 





Nigel Blazeby  FNI





LOM  RNLI Salcombe 





0044 7557 789610  





 





	


 





Do you need to print this email? The RNLI considers the environment -  reduce, reuse, recycle.





This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential. It is for the intended recipient only. If you have received the email in error please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print, or rely on this email. Any views expressed by an individual within this email which do not constitute or record professional advice relating to the RNLI, do not necessarily reflect the views of the organisation. 





The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic of Ireland (CHY 2678 and 20003326), the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey and Alderney, Clayton Engineering Limited (Registered No. 01274923), R.N.L.I. (Sales) Limited (registration number 2202240) also trading as RNLI Shop, and RNLI College Limited (registration number 7705470), all companies are registered in England and Wales with registered offices at West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ
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