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Response 195
To whom it may concern,

I was surprised and saddened to learn about the public consultation on proposed amendments to existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions. I am writing to strongly object to the proposed commercial fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary (Topic 1).

I am a recreational angler who sometimes fishes in South Devon. I heard about this consultation on various Forums, including WSF, Henry Gilbeys blog, and through the Angling Trust.

My reasons for opposing the proposed new net fishery are as follows:

1 - IFCA’s own rationale does not stand up to scrutiny:

· The 18% bass mortality recorded in trials WILL NOT BE replicated under commercial working conditions where mortality WILL BE much higher. 
During the trial, Net soak times were as little as 12mins long, Fish were carefully removed – at times being cut out, and then put in recovery tanks. This WILL NOT be the case in real world conditions. TBH the Net Trials carried out were laughable.

· The declining profitability of the pot fishery does not justify opening a new net fishery. Back in 2021, one Commercial was publicly stating how sustainable the Crab Fishery was, and then claiming to shoot up to 1200 pots a day. This, on the contrary, provides an argument against it: we can’t expect the commercial sector to run a net fishery sustainably when they have miserably failed to do it with pots.

· Again, wanting to help commercial fisherman boost their winter income is not enough to justify opening a new fishery. There needs to be good reason to believe that a net fishery can be operated sustainably, however netting in similar places like Teignmouth and Poole has done significant damage to fish populations e.g. flounders.
The proposed target for this new net fishery is supposedly Mullet. Looking at the landing data and Mullet prices quickly shows that a Mullet fishery would be extremely low value and unable to provide even a very small amount of fisherman with a living. A bycatch of Bass and Gilthead Bream however, is a different story. Both of these species, along with the Mullet, would be quickly fished out, doing years and years of damage in just a few months – let's not forget that the Salcombe Estuary is currently a Bass Nursery Area too – another MAJOR reason to oppose this!

· Sea trout stocks have plummeted recently. Their presence in the estuary, along with Shad, is another argument against netting it. 

2 – Commercial netting will harm the local economy

Recreational angling benefits the local economy much more than commercial fishing does. When anglers travel to the coast to go fishing, they spend money on tackle, bait, charter boats, fishing guides, food, drink, accommodation, petrol etc.
According to a report by the Blue Marine Foundation is Sussex, the economic value (revenue and jobs) of recreational bass fishing is estimated to be more than 3 times that of the commercial bass fishery, even though the commercial fishery kills 16 times more bass for food than the recreational anglers do.


Holidaying Recreational Sea Anglers typically spend hundreds of pounds in Devon for a week’s fishing holiday. Bass fishing seems to have deteriorated over the last few years; a new net fishery in a bass nursery area can only damage it further, making it less likely that I or others will fish there again.


3 – Commercial netting will take away the social, leisure, health and wellbeing benefits that angling provides

Angling is an important leisure activity for hundreds of thousands of people, providing them considerable social, mental and physical benefits.

Angling can help keep young people out of trouble and make them more likely to respect the environment. That is why it has been used by educational charities to help youngsters who are struggling in school.

These benefits to the wider community will be lost if angling in Salcombe suffers as a result of damage to fish stocks caused by this Netting proposal.

4 – Commercial netting will have a negative impact on birds and wildlife

The following wild creatures are all potentially at risk – seals, otters, herons, kingfishers, cormorants. These species are all capable of being caught up in nets too!

All the organisations involved in this proposal (the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority, the Marine Management Organisation, the Environment Agency and Natural England) are publicly committed to:

· Protecting wild llife and the environment
· Ensuring that economic exploitation is sustainable
· Looking after the interests of the whole community (see APPENDIX)

For the reasons already given, and looking at the three public commitments above, I find it astounding that this proposal has even been considered, let alone pushed forwards for Public Consultation. In my opinion, this proposal by the Sub Committee reflects very poorly on the main D&SIFCA , and must be rigorously opposed.
 I believe a new net fishery will be a failure in all these respects. I very much hope that the IFCA will recognise that the right approach is to look after the fish and other wildlife in Salcombe and to promote the economic and social benefits of recreational sea angling.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Waller
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Proposed netting Salcomb

		From

		mark sessions

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear sir  our disapproval of the proposal is from Colvhester sea Angling  club with respect we belong to Angling trust as a club and completely abhore this proposal in retrospect the same conditions should apply to our estuaries as well the Stour and Orwe,I have many time brought to the attention  of I.F.c.a the demise of both the Stour and Orwell with constant dredging the taking of flounder for pot bait and the Gill netting of both rivers ...but to get someone to do something about it never hits the mark.The situation  at Salcomb seems, that if allowed will be the beginning of the end of yet anther estuary,as its a s.s.i we are convinced it will definitely cause irreversible damage to that area.Sincerely Mark Sessions Chair of Colchester sea angling club will be 
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FW: Kingsbridge and salcombe estuary netting concerns 

		From

		Office

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello Neil 


Another response for you 


Thanks, 


Olga 








Olga Pepper 


Finance and Administration Manager 





Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority


Brixham Laboratory


Freshwater Quarry


Brixham


TQ5 8BA 





Tel (office): 01803 854648 ext 190


Mobile: 07395 358172


Email: O.Pepper@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk


Website: www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk 





This e-mail is only for the use of the addressee(s). It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute, or disseminate this e-mail or any enclosures to anyone other than the addressee without the express written permission of the Chief Officer of Devon & Severn IFCA or his Deputy. 


 


If you receive this communication in error, please immediately return the message and / or telephone the above address.


 


The Devon & Severn IFCA is able to, and reserves the right to, monitor e-mail communications passing through its network.


 


Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, the Devon & Severn IFCA does not warrant that it or they are free of viruses. If in any doubt then please ask for the hard copy.


 


 Subject to the need to keep up to date file records, please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this email


 








-----Original Message-----


From: brett auger <brettvr6@hotmail.co.uk> 


Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 8:13 PM


To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>


Subject: Kingsbridge and salcombe estuary netting concerns 





Dear Devon and Seven IFCA,





I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to express my deep concerns about the recent proposal to allow commercial netting in the Kingsbridge Estuary, a place I have enjoyed fishing for many years.





As a dedicated rod and line angler and an active member of our local fishing club, I have been part of the collective effort to promote sustainable practices and contribute to the restoration of fish stocks in the estuary. Our club strongly advocates for catch-and-release practices to maintain healthy fish populations and ensure the long-term viability of the ecosystem.





Moreover, as a boat owner and angler based out of Salcombe, I have observed the adverse effects of commercial trawling and netting outside the protection of the estuary. Fish stocks have noticeably reduced in these areas, underscoring the importance of the estuary as a sanctuary for breeding and ensuring the continued survival of various fish species.





Since the ban on commercial netting in 2018, the estuary has witnessed a positive transformation, with fish stocks showing signs of recovery and overall health. Allowing commercial netting in the estuary poses a significant threat to these recent positive developments. The indiscriminate nature of commercial netting could undo the progress we have worked so hard to achieve. Not only will it impact the fish stocks directly, but it will also have cascading effects on the entire ecosystem.





The estuary is not only a crucial habitat for fish but also a vital resource for various wildlife species that rely on it for their survival. Allowing commercial netting could disrupt the delicate balance of the ecosystem, leading to adverse consequences for the diverse wildlife that calls the estuary home.





I urge you to consider the long-term consequences and the potential setback to the conservation efforts in the Kingsbridge Estuary. Preserving this delicate ecosystem is not just a matter of personal enjoyment for me as a longtime fisherman but a responsibility we all share in maintaining the health and balance of our natural surroundings.





Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I sincerely hope that you will carefully weigh the impacts on fish stocks and the broader ecosystem before making any decisions.





Best regards,





Brett John Auger
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Netting Consultation in the Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Simon Harris

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear IFCA,





(D&S IFCA, Brixham Laboratory, Freshwater Quarry, Brixham, TQ5 8BA)





 





As a concerned individual and regular fisher,





 





I would like to register my disagreement with allowing any form of netting within the Salcombe Estuary system or any other estuary system come to that, if it is allowed to happen the vital eco system that drives all species of fish will be decimated and eventually destroyed – period!





I can’t believe you can’t see this unless of course you have some financial incentive to push it through.





 





Estuaries must be protected at all cost. 





 





There are no grounds for allowing this to happen apart for and from the selfish individuals who stand to gain financially at the cost of destroying the treasured eco system and the wider impact  of species preservation and commercial fishing moving forward.





 





It seems to me that the very small number of netting persons who will do this don’t care about the fishing industry, they are only looking out for themselves and their financial gains, all be it a short lived one.





 





Please register my disapproval and I vote against this selfish, financially driven and blinkered netting proposal !





 





Kind regards,





 





Simon Harris





Gloucestershire
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Salcombe estuary netting proposal.

		From

		Jon Rundle

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



To Devon and Severn IFCA,





I am writing to express my absolute opposition to the proposed netting of Salcombe estuary.


Estuaries and other inland brackish waterbodies are home to many species of juvenile fish and have in recent years been seen as valuable nursery areas and have been afforded protection.


Mullet and (Bass) are very, very slow growing fish. Numbers of fish present are relatively stable when the fish are present. If numbers were taken then they would not be replaced. Many anglers spend thousands of pounds fishing for these species and the very welcome newcomers of the Gilthead bream. They will continue to spend money annually on angling which has little or no effect on stock numbers as most who are lucky enough to catch fish practise catch and release in these nurseries.


Commercial fishing doesn't bring anything like the same amount of money into the local community. 


I see one argument put forward to allow this netting of mullet specifically ( but there will obviously be bycatch and subsequent mortality ) is to help commercial fishermen as the brown crab potting has been very poor due to a reduction in their population. How mad is that! overfish one species so move onto another one for short term gain.


One comparison could be to look at previous commercial whaling and then a change to the very popular whale watching industry.  One reduces the population whilst the other brings in more money whilst the population increases.





Regards


Jonathan Rundle . Angler and naturalist.
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Proposals for netting in the Salcombe estuary

		From

		JEFF Phillips

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Is the above title a joke?Do you want to ruin one of the best estuaries in the UK?


Netting will ruin the natural food chain of the estuary which in turn will affect everything that makes Salcombe estuary so beautiful.


I'm shocked your even considering it.


There will be mortality of smaller sized fish species which will set back fishing stocks for decades to come.


Are you trying to tell me that a commercial netter would gently put back an under sized bass,like a recreational fisherman would do?no chance,it would go straight into a crab pot.


Im totally against this proposal,its outrageous,


Salcombe Estuary is a National gem and needs to left well alone.


Regards Jeff Phillips.
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Salcombe estuary netting plans

		From

		Joe Biddlecombe

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



To whom it may concern, 


Having read through the proposals regarding the netting of the Salcombe estuary I can only describe this as a horrific idea. There is no sound scientific research behind this and the mortality rates for bycatch will likely be close on 100% in practice. The lucky few fish that do survive being returned are likely to be killed on the next netting anyway. 


It will take many years for the estuary to recover from this, if at all. 


The only motivation for this netting is pure monetary gain and greed of a minority. The fact that the proposal has even got this far is disgusting and I would hope a full public enquiry would be held and for heads to roll over this, even if it doesn't go through. 





Regards Joe


BSc(Hons) Fisheries & Aqua culture





Sent from Outlook for Android
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Netting of Salcombe/ Kingsbridge inlet

		From

		Robert Wyatt

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I wish to register my objection to the proposed to permit netting either commercial or recreational of the above area. The nursery area has been respected by commercial and recreational fishermen for many years but all faith in this policy will be lost if netting is permitted, particularly as it will be impossible to police.


Yours sincerely 


Rob Wyatt


Sent from my iPhone
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Review of the Netting Permit Conditions Consultation

		From

		Jack Renwick

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello,












Please find below our response to the Review of the Netting Permit Conditions Consultation.





 





A) Your name and contact details (if not already on our mailing list). 





Jack Renwick – jack@sharktrust.org 





B) What interest do you (or your organisation) have in netting activity and this review? 





At the Shark Trust, we are concerned that increased netting activity could be detrimental to elasmobranchs and their prey species. Not all the topics are relevant to us, so we will only be responding to those topics and questions which are most applicable to our interests. 





C) How were you made aware of this formal public consultation? (e.g., by this circular, D&S 





IFCA’s website, D&S IFCA Facebook, from someone else, or other source). 





Social media. 





 





Topic 1: Your Response – Fixed netting in the Salcombe Estuary: 





1.	What is your specific interest in Salcombe Estuary? 





Elasmobranchs, such as Basking Sharks, Small Spotted Catsharks, and rays, are present in Salcombe Estuary.  





4. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 





Fish stocks will be heavily affected by this change. Allowing netting here will remove many fish which were previously protected. As noted in the consultation, bass use this area as a nursey ground. If these individuals are then removed from the population, it will have detrimental impacts on the replenishment of the population. This is also true for many other species which use this area. Due to the high economic value of bass, it will likely be targeted, rather than just caught as bycatch. It will then either be sold illegally outside of the one month this proposal permits, or it will be discarded. This change to allow netting here would be contrary to all previous actions taken by the IFCA to protect bass nursey areas against fishing.  





Large charismatic megafauna, such as Basking Sharks, will also be negatively impacted by this change, as they can be entangled in these nets. Additionally, smaller species like the Small Spotted Catshark which use this estuary will likely be caught as bycatch. In addition to the direct affects on these species, there will likely be ecosystem impacts due to the removal of a variety of fish species. This will negatively impact elasmobranchs and other fish species in this area by the removal of prey species and knock-on ecosystem effects. 





 





Topic 2: Your Response – A Prohibition of Commercial Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone: 





1. What is your specific interest in the proposed prohibition of commercial netting in the Emsstom Angling Zone? 





Artificial reefs can support high densities of marine predators, including sharks (https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0237374).  





4. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 





This prohibition will be positive for fish stocks, as netting can remove large numbers of fish from reefs. It means that there will be more prey species in the ecosystem to support elasmobranchs, and less elasmobranchs themselves will be caught by netting in this area. 





5. Do you have any other comments relating to topic 2? 





As the voluntary measures are not being followed, these measures should be legislated so they can be enforceable. 





 





Topic 3: Your Response – Net length (at sea), Bag Limits and Combining Nets 





1. What is your specific interest in the proposed management measures for recreational netting? 





As there is a proposed limit for rays, we are interested in this proposal and are supportive of this specific management measure. 





3. In what ways will the commercial and/or recreational fishing sector be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 





Regarding doubling the length of the nets that recreational fishers can use, what is the evidence that this is required? Doubling the effort that recreational netters have available to them to catch fish for personal consumption seems excessive.  





4. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 





This will be beneficial for ray species, as it places a limit on the recreational extraction from the environment. Even if this limit is high if fully exploited, it is unlikely to ever reach this level due to the nature of the recreational permit.  





5. Do you have any other comments relating to topic 3? 





There is not a MCRS for recreational ray fishing in this district. This should be added to this byelaw and across the district for other fishing methods.  





Whilst we are supportive of placing a bag limit on ray species in this area, as it is a restrictive measure on output, we are concerned that it could have unintended consequences and lead to an increase in the number of rays removed by angling. By putting in a limit, people may always take the limit as a “target”, rather than previously just taking what they needed, which could have been lower than the limit. This would need to be explored with data from the recreational sector to determine if this will be the case. 





 





Topic 4: Your Response – A Prohibition of Recreational Netting – Emsstrom Angling Zone: 





Our answer for this is the same as for Topic 2. 





 





Topic 5: MCRS for Grey Mullet Species & Gilthead Bream is not relevant for us. 





 





Topic 6: Your Response – Maximum Soak Times for Nets 





1. What is your specific interest in the proposed introduction of maximum soak times for nets at 





sea? 





Elasmobranchs can be entangled in nets as unintentional bycatch or caught in nets by intentional fishing. Establishing a maximum soak time for nets reduces the chances of entanglement and capture by nets. It also reduces the chance of gear being lost and becoming ghost gear.  





2.	What is your view on what would be the maximum soak time for nets and why? 





 





We are not able to provide an exact time, just that it should be data-driven and precautionary.  





3. What is your view on applying this permit condition to both the commercial and recreational netting sector? 





This should be applied to both sectors. 





6. In what ways will the natural environment and/or fish stocks be impacted (positively or negatively) by this change – how and why? 





A short soak time will positively impact elasmobranchs. For sensitive, non-fisheries species, it reduces the likelihood of entanglement as they are less likely to encounter nets. For fisheries species, it will be beneficial as it likely that a shorter soak time would result in greater survivability for those individuals returned to the sea and not landed. Those fish landed would also be in better condition. 





7. Do you have any other comments relating to topic 6? 





https://archimer.ifremer.fr/doc/00358/46902/46980.pdf Page 24 onwards contains information regarding elasmobranchs and gillnets. 












Kind regards,





Jack





	


Jack Renwick​​​​ 	


| 	Conservation Officer	


HQ: The Shark Trust, 4 Creykes Court, The Millfields, Plymouth, PL1 3JB, UK
	


EU: The Shark Trust, Stephanie Square Centre, Avenue Louise 65, Brussels, 1050, Belgium
 	


Tel:
	01752 672020	


|	


www.sharktrust.org
	


	


	


	


	


Registered Charity No.1064185 | Registered Company No.3396164
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Proposed netting of Salcombe estuary

		From

		Mike Killick

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Mr Michael Killick  


54 Coronation Road  


Kingsbridge  


South Devon  


TQ7 1DW  


Tel 07977097740 


  


Dear Sir/Madam  


  


I write to you with my objection to the proposed opening of a limited net fishery in the Kingsbridge/Salcombe estuary.  


  


Being a local in the area I have fished the estuary all my life since 4 years old on my dad's boat (I'm now 60) both with bait and lures, catching many of the resident species of fish. 


To this day I regularly recreationaly shore fish all parts of the estuary all months of the year including now as due to its nature the estuary has a unique ecosystem that allows fish and other species to seek refuse over the winter months or spawn. 


Also being a member of B.A.S.S. I adopt a catch and release approach as stated by the existing estuary bylaws.  


  


I also invest a fair proportion of my income each year with local Tackle shops and other businesses in my pursuits along with hosting a well attended local annual fish-in which covers the estuary for other B.A.S.S. members from around the country and so contributes to the local economy. 


  


I would like to stress that I support the Angling Trusts findings 100% that these proposed changes to bring in a limited fixed net fishery to be unacceptable on every level and quite honestly ludicrous. 


I'm sure you now have enough information of the concerns from others corresponding quoting acceptable bycatch, mortality rates, reduction of breeding stocks, number and length of nets, damage to other species and wildlife, effect on other businesses, small economic benefit, policing etc. The list goes on and on! 


If passed, these smash and grab proposals will have a devastating effect on my local estuary and set a terrible president for other such protected environments in the South West and around the rest of the country. 


  


Yours sincerely Michael Killick... 
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Proposal to  allowing of netting in the Salcombe estuary

		From

		Rob & Tessa Wyatt

		To

		Consultation; anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk; Salcombe.Harbour@swdevon.gov.uk; defra.helpline@defra.gov.uk; Nigel.Mortimer@SouthDevonAONB.org.uk

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk; Salcombe.Harbour@swdevon.gov.uk; defra.helpline@defra.gov.uk; Nigel.Mortimer@SouthDevonAONB.org.uk



Hello,


As a lifelong angler I wish to protest against the proposed scheme to allow netting in the Salcombe estuary


The pressure on our coastal seas have never been greater with pollution and illegal netting taking a terrible toll


Estuaries such as the Salcombe area are vital as breeding and nursery areas for many species of fish and other aquatic animals. The netting will cause irreparable damage to this delicate and vital area. The migratory fish such as salmon and sea trout are already in massive decline due to high seas over fishing,illegal netting and excessive predation and to add further barriers to them is immoral


Angling as a recreational sport is good for the economy both local and nationally,good for the anglers mental health and good for the fish. Anglers are the stewards of the waters they fish and without them our waters would be in a much worse state than they are. 


I oppose the proposal with all my heart








Rob Wyatt


6 Brookside Close


Heybrook Bay


PL9 0BY 
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Proposed netting of Salcombe and Kingsbridge estuary 

		From

		Lee Cruse

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good morning 


Please find my views below. The legalising Of commercial netting in the salcombe / kingsbridge estuary is an absolute outrage. I cannot believe that this is even being talked about in my lifetime. 


The estuaries are a safe haven for small fish throughout the year. 


This also is part of the food source for all bird life such as egrets , heron gulls , kingfishers , cormorants, Curlews and many more. Also the seals and otters etc. 


By allowing this estuary to be netted would have a huge impact on all of this. 


The natural protection this provides for all fish and all birds is huge. 


Also this is a Bass nursery area which having Bass nursery in all the estuaries is clearly working well as Bass stocks are seemingly do ok. 


Also the flounder at the time of year are all full off row / eggs and feeding up to go out into the deep waters to spawn. 


There is no commercial value to flounder therefore they will be sold on for pot Bait and basically wiped out. 


The flounder are in decline in the estuaries at the moment and you only have to look at the river Teign to see the damaging effect it as had to netting. 


This one the No 1 estuary to go to for big flounder 20 years ago. 


They still hold the national flounder competition every year and the results are devastating. 


The records speak for itself.


I cannot believe that ifca are even suggesting or even thinking about allowing this. 


Call yourself a conservation authority? 


Really ? 


I have fished Kingsbridge and Salcombe for 40 years and I cannot tell you what it means to mean. The tranquility and natural beauty is second to none  and I along with thousands of others will be devastated to see this legalised. 


I only hope that you see sense and stop this ludicrous idea.


Kind regards 


Lee Cruse 








Sent from my iPhone
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Salcombe - proposals for a netting fishery in the Estuary

		From

		ANDY PRIDDLE

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Salcombe - proposals for a netting fishery in the Estuary








You literally could not make this up, indeed it makes me wonder if anything or anywhere is safe from the nets of commercial fishermen.





Not only does this scary proposal to allow netting in the beautiful Salcombe/Kingsbridge estuary need crushing from a localised point of view, but now think about the precedent it could set if indiscriminate and legal netting like this was suddenly seen as acceptable. Apathy is not acceptable. 





My position is clear. These proposals simply cannot go ahead and will be devastating to a far broader and economically more significant group of stakeholders than the few fishermen who would stand to make a modest but short-lived unsustainable profit from the changes. 





To the subcommittee of the IFCA please explain to myself your Rationales as set out below? 





*	That the B&PSC considers that a mortality rate of 18.8% of bass caught during the netting trials within Salcombe Estuary is acceptable?


*	That the B&PSC recognises a reported decline in profitability in pot fisheries?


*	That the B&PSC supports providing opportunities for commercial fishermen to diversify and boost their winter income by participating in a limited netting fishery within the Salcombe Estuary?


*	That the B&PSC recognises that sea trout are present at an unknown scale, for feeding purposes, in the Salcombe Estuary but it is not a known migratory route?





In Summary – 





“A ridiculous proposal that’s won’t just affect the fish nursery areas. It will also impact the bird life and birds drowning becoming entangled in shallow set nets. What about other users like paddle boarders and swimmers possibly getting caught up in the nets? This is a massive slippery slope and will have a devastating impact on inside fish stocks. We have already seen a massive decline in flounder numbers in recent years due to inshore netting and trawling elsewhere in the country”.











Andy Priddle


Contracts Manager / Director






Hallwell Projects Ltd


The Barbican


36 New Street


Plymouth


PL1 2NA


Telephone: 01752 222722



Email: andy_marlborough@yahoo.co.uk






    































*	
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Response to ‘The opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary’

		From

		Veronique Dalais

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir or Madam

In response to the public consultation on proposed amendments to existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions, I am writing to object to the proposed commercial fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary (Topic 1).

I am a recreational angler and I sometimes fish in South Devon. I heard about this consultation on the angling forum worldseafishing.com and through the Angling Trust.

My reasons for opposing the proposed new net fishery are as follows:

1 - IFCA’s own rationale does not stand up to scrutiny:

· The 18% bass mortality recorded in trials is unlikely to be replicated under commercial working conditions where mortality is likely to be much higher. Also, given the limited enforcement resources, the temptation will exist for some to take bass and sea trout illegally under cover of the new net fishery.

· The declining profitability of the pot fishery does not justify opening a new net fishery. On the contrary, it provides an argument against it: we can’t expect the commercial sector to run a net fishery sustainably when they have failed to do it with pots.

· Again, wanting to help commercial fisherman boost their winter income is not enough to justify opening a new fishery. There need to be good reasons to believe that a net fishery can be operated sustainably, however netting in similar places like Teignmouth and Poole has done significant damage to fish populations e.g. flounders.

· Sea trout stocks have plummeted recently. Their presence in the estuary is an argument against netting it. When fishing ‘catch and release’ for trout you need to return them to the water within 15 seconds, so it seems unlikely they will survive being netted.

2 – Commercial netting will harm the local economy

Recreational angling benefits the local economy much more than commercial fishing does. When anglers travel to the coast to go fishing, they spend money on tackle, bait, charter boats, fishing guides, food, drink, accommodation, petrol etc.

The economic value (revenue and jobs) of recreational bass fishing in Sussex has been estimated to be more than 3 times that of the commercial bass fishery, even though the commercial fishery kills 16 times more bass for food than the recreational anglers do (see attached 2014 report from the Blue Marine Foundation).


3 – Commercial netting will take away the social, leisure, health and wellbeing benefits that angling provides
Angling is an important leisure activity for hundreds of thousands of people, providing them considerable social, mental and physical benefits (see attached 2022 report from the Angling Trust on the socio-economic value of angling).

Angling can help keep young people out of trouble and make them more likely to respect the environment. That is why it has been used by educational charities to help youngsters who are struggling in school.

These benefits to the wider community will be lost if angling in Salcombe suffers as a result of damage to fish stocks caused by commercial netting.

4 – Commercial netting will have a negative impact on birds and wildlife

The following wild creatures all depend on fish – seals, otters, herons, kingfishers, cormorants. These species all stand to lose out if commercial netting damages fish stocks in the estuary.

All the organisations involved in this proposal (the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority, the Marine Management Organisation, the Environment Agency and Natural England) are publicly committed to:






*	Protecting wildllife and the environment


*	Ensuring that economic exploitation is sustainable


*	Looking after the interests of the whole community (see APPENDIX)








For the reasons I have given, I think a new net fishery will be a failure in all these respects. I very much hope that the IFCA will recognise that the right approach is to look after the fish and other wildlife in Salcombe and to promote the economic and social benefits of recreational sea angling.

Yours sincerely






Veronique Dalais








image16.emf
202 - T1 - M 

Pean.msg


202 - T1 - M Pean.msg
Netting of Salcombe Estuary

		From

		michael pean

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I am contacting you to express my concern and objection to the proposed netting of the Salcombe Estuary for Mullet with a potential bycatch of Flounder, Plaice, Bass and Gilthead Bream. I'm sure you are aware that from a recreational angling point of veiw that the Salcombe Estuary is the jewel in the crown that draws specimen anglers from far and wide to fish the area recreationaly and to also participate in the local organised matches which practice catch and release. This has created a recreational economy that is not just beneficial to the local area but much further afield too. I cannot believe this is being considered as Bass, Mullet and Flounder will all be in spawn with mature breeding Gilthead Bream over wintering too. 





Regards Mike Pean.











Sent from my Galaxy
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Salcombe Netting

		From

		TW

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I oppose the Salcombe Netting as follows : 

1. Sustainability - Future Breeding Evolution of the Bass Species is already under Intensive Ovefishing and Species Demise at the point as with our Salmon of becoming listed as an Endangered Species. 
I totally oppose the use of all such open netting practices in Salcombe. 

My Name is Tony Watkins , I live in North Devon and Im an Angling Activist. I heard about this initially via the Angling Trust which I am a member as well as other local groups. 

kind regards Tony Watkins 
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Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Nick Phillips

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



To whom it may concern 


  


I am writing as Secretary of The Combe Martin Sea Angling Club and wish to express our deep concerns as to the opening up of The Salcombe Estuary to commercial netting. 


  


Although we are based up in North Devon many of our members frequently travel down to the south coast in pursuit of the many species including bass, grey mullet, flounder, plaice and even now gilthead bream which populate the estuaries and coast. Some even enter the many angling competitions in the area which attract anglers from all over the south west and beyond. 


  


Many of our members of also members of The Bass Anglers Sportfishing Society, The National Mullet Club and also personal members of The Angling Trust. The Club is a full member of The Angling Trust and we fully support the opposition to these proposals. 


  


We all feel that our estuaries have been the target of excessive netting over the years and the recreational angling has suffered badly because of this. We have recently started to witness a small recovery to the stocks including bass and grey mullet in the estuaries and also gilthead bream which have started to over winter and this has been only achieved by the stopping of netting in the estuaries. 


  


We wish therefore to register our full opposition to the proposals being planned. 


  


Yours faithfully 


  


Nick Phillips  
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Salcombe Estuary Netting

		From

		chubbarbel

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello 


I am strongly against the netting of the Salcombe estuary it is a unique estuarine environment and a Bass nursery area, and with its narrow creeks netting across these at certain stages of tide would wipe out Bass and Mullet in there thousands they are netted and constantly persued outside of the estuary and this is there only escape from that . This would also be a hazard to boat users and wild life could render the estuary in a few years a no go area for all that use the estuary for water activities and in turn a down turn in tourism dont spoil what you have all the other harbours and estuaries along the south coast have Bass nursery areas and no netting.


Regards 


Paul Fuller 











Sent from my Galaxy
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Netting on the kingbridge estuary 

		From

		James Baron

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Just wanted to voice my concerns over the possibility that nets will be placed in the Salcombe estuary over the coming months, I’m sure we can all agree this will have a massive impact on fish stocks and wildlife in the area and should absolutely not go ahead.
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