Formal Consultation Responses – 241 to 260 (excluding response 245 sent as pdf), not all in number order.
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FW: River netting (consultation response)

		From

		Office

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





 





From: Simon <simon@westcountrymines.co.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 10:15 AM
To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>
Cc: 'BRIAN COLLICK' <jcbricol88@gmail.com>
Subject: River netting





 





Dear Sirs,





 





I write to register my objection to the proposals to allow the river and estuary netting.





 





My primary objections are:-





 





*	The estuaries and rivers are a safe haven from the commercial exploitation of the fish stock.





 





*	The estuaries and rivers are a safe haven for the breeding fish stock.





 





*	As indicated there will be a by catch loss of bass, the 18 % indicated ‘Bas Loss’ figures would tend to increase by consequential net injuries.





 





*	If the limited locked gates are opened in the this small Devon area, it will allow the lobbyists to persuade those with the keys, to open the flood gates to give commercial access all the fish rich rivers in the South West.





 





I trust that you will register my objections.





 





Simon Ward





 





Member of the Redruth Sea Angling Club





 





16/01/2024











image4.emf
241 - T1 - G 

Jolliffe.msg


241 - T1 - G Jolliffe.msg
Salcombe Estuary Net Fishery Consultation

		From

		Gary Jolliffe

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Neil / IFCA





I would like to submit my opposition to the proposed fixed net fishery on the Salcombe estuary on the following grounds please;





*	In the last 5 years, our community organisation has removed over 2,500kgs of plastic and other pollution from the Salcombe Estuary - the vast majority of which is attributed to commercial and recreational fishing


*	We spend considerable amounts of working from our boat & kayaks on the estuary & as a SSSI & Nature reserve I do not see how a commercial fishery of any scale fits into this rare place of relative tranquility which is undoubtedly an essential nursery & haven for so many creatures


*	There is no justification within the proposals that I have seen regarding the intended use / market for the targeted catch of grey mullet


*	Everyone knows that whilst net void size can 'sieve' out non target species they're essentially indiscriminate & will inevitably bycatch bass and bream which need protection


*	There is a thriving community of ammatuer / hobbyist fishers who regularility rod and line fish from the shore, they are respectful of the environment here and no doubt enjoy the time they spend in nature, they also contribute to the local economy year round





Thank you very much indeed for taking these points into consideration. I appreciate that IFCA are managing the consultation process and are not responsible for the proposal or the outcome of the consultation.






As a vibrant community organisation focused on nature regeneration through plastic pollution recovery & habitat & biodiversity conservation I also feel it is important to share that the strength of feeling locally against anything that further threatens natural habitat or its wild occupants is very strong.






Yours sincerely






Gary.





 






Gary Jolliffe - Director


Till the Coast is Clear C.I.C.



A Community Interest Company



Positively Tackling Shoreline Pollution for People and Planet


Company Number 11651131


Tel: 07817910115


gary@tillthecoastisclear.co.uk


https://www.tillthecoastisclear.co.uk 



facebook.com/tillthecoastisclear


Instagram
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Salcombe Estuary Netting

		From

		Michael Fox

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam 


I am writing this email to express my concerns regarding the proposed commercial netting of the estuary. 


Myself, as a recreational angler enjoy many trips on the banks of the estuary, targeting the many species that flourish in the river. In my view, if netting is to be allowed then the rivers ecosystem would suffer terribly.


Netting is not a selective way of fishing. The commercial guys hope to target mullet, but what in reality will happen, is they will catch mullet, bass, gilthead bream, flounder, rays.


I'm led to believe the netting proposal is due to pollock fishing being banned and a decline in brown crab numbers which is affecting their profession. How is allowing them to net a thriving river a good idea?


They will wipe out the whole river grounds within one fishing season, all for the financial gain of a few commercial fisherman. 


Who will be policing this netting? Netting will take place at night, for one hour soak times, do the IFCA have enough officers to keep an eye on times, catches?


What will happen with the fish that are bycatch? Will they be discarded over the rail, or will they be sold on the black market? Once again,who will police this?


If this is allowed to happen in one river, then you will be setting a president for it to happen in every thriving river all over the coast.


These are just a few of my concerns, which I hope you can take into consideration when the final decision is made.


I hope for once ,common sense can prevail over human greed.





Kind Regards 


Michael Fox 
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Salcombe/Kingsbridge Estuary - Review of the Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Martin Cure

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



My name is Martin Cure and I live at the following address.  6 Gables Close, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 0DY.





I am a keen Recreational Angler and I have been made aware of this consultation via the forum of the Bass  Anglers  Sportfishing Society of which I have been a member for approximately 3 years.





I am very concerned at the proposals outlined in the public consultation circular for a number of reasons which I will discuss below;





Over-wintering of Species





Bass, mullet, gilthead bream and flounder are known to over-winter in estuary whilst they are aggregating to spawn.  This proposal will pose a massive risk to these stocks whilst they seek refuge.  In addition, seals, seabirds and otters will favour the estuary rather than open coasts at this time of year.  All of the creatures mentioned in this paragraph will be short of food and the nets will present another competitor for scarce food stocks whilst also putting them at mortal risk.  There are also Sea Trout present within the estuary which are part of the spawning stock whether or not they are migrating for spawning purposes.





Bass Mortality and Conflict with the Bass FMP





I have grave doubts regarding the 18% mortality rate for fish released from the nets.  I do not believe the tests were realistic, cutting fish from nets and putting them in tanks to recover.  Also the rate takes no account of fish being caught in nets multiple times.  18% is way to high a figure in my view and the inaccuracies I describe mean that in reality if would be a lot higher.  It is illegal to target Bass with nets and this mullet fishery is a simple smokescreen to allow the illegal targeting of Bass.





The Bass FMP details who import estuary environments and bass nursery areas are to recruitment and allowing the establishment of a fixed net fishery within the Salcombe Estuary is completely at odds with this FMP.





Socioeconomics





I and a group of around 6 other anglers who regularly fish Chichester Harbour were planning a trip to South Devon this summer and were hoping to fish this area.  We attended the Cornish Lure Festival in 2023 and spent approximate £700 each during the short period we were staying in Mevagissey.  Clearly our plans would change if we knew the area had been netted all winter and I think it is likely to have a detrimental affect on successful events which have been staged historically such as the Salcombe Small Boat Festival and the ASG Flounder Championships.  In addition there are lots of other participants who enjoy the tranquil beauty of the area such as swimmers, paddle boarders and recreational boat users.  They are all like to face navigation issues and risks due to the proposed nets within the fishery.  





All of the reasons I discuss within this section mean that there will be a degree of economic loss to the coastal community if the net fishery proceeds.  My final point under this section relates to the large mental health benefits that recreational angling has been proved to provide.  The estuary is great for less experienced or mobile anglers particularly those with disabilities and the loss of a extremely productive fishing area such as the Salcombe Estuary would have massive negative impact on the enjoyment of recreational angling.





Sustainability and Rational for Change





The targeting of Mullet with nets is not sustainable given they are not mature until they are 12 years old.  However, given that over 50% of the fish caught will be bass which are illegal to target with nets, it would be more accurate to describe it as an illegal bass net fishery.  





The rationale for change is due to the fall off in catch rates within the crab fishery, given that one of the key supporters has stated publicly to be working 2000 pots is this reduction in catch rates a surprise?  What actions are being taken to restore this crab fishery and prevent further damage to stocks and given the damage done to crab why is it believed that this proposal is at all sustainable?  There is also a very real risk of undersize fish being used for pot bait which is know n to cost up to £300 a day and there would be no way of enforcing/preventing transhipment of bass outside of IFCA working hours. 





In conclusion I strongly oppose these proposals and I do not believe that the reasons put forward in support are a positive or accurate reflection of this fishery.





Regards





Martin Cure
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Fw: Consultation fixed net fishery Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Alessandro Bobba

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk






Alex Bobba, Middle Coombe Farm, Brithem Bottom, Cullompton EX15 1NB





I am a frequent fisherman with friends, from boat, kayak and shore of the Salcombe estuary and nearby inshore reefs and coastline. I am also a multi year season permit holder for boat launching from the Batson slipway.





With the southwest coastline being one of the UK’s most intensely netted areas of coastline in Europe, the justification and evidence to allow unselective netting licenses in a protected bass nursery estuary area which constitutes a precious and fragile habitat, seems both inexplicable and unjustifiable.






The Salcombe estuary is a highly valued fishery by many local and visiting rod & line anglers who have minimal impact, many of whom release the totality of their catch.






In purely economical terms, surely the benefit to the local economy of significant numbers of repeat visiting anglers and their fishing/non fishing  partners must outweigh the earnings from a few commercial licences?





If the decision is made to go ahead with this ill-conceived plan, what are the mitigations and reviews that will be put in place to ensure that the outcome is not a disaster for this protected area? 





Has the cumulative impact of this decision on the other bass nursery protected areas been taken into account?






It would be helpful to understand as part of the consultation process the impact / benefit analysis of the proposal.






Regards,


Alex
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Consultation on proposed amendments to existing Commercial and Recreational Netting Permit Conditions.

		From

		Diarmuid Drew

		To

		Consultation; Rachel.irish; simon.toms; poundbury@duchyofcornwall.org; Michael Williams; Cllr.Julian.Brazil@southhams.gov.uk

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; Rachel.irish@marinemanagement.org.uk; simon.toms@environment-agency.gov.uk; poundbury@duchyofcornwall.org; M.Williams@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; Cllr.Julian.Brazil@southhams.gov.uk



To whom it concerns,





I would like to respond to the consultation on proposed amendments to existing Commercial and Recreational Netting Permit Conditions specifically within Salcombe Estuary.





I'm a recreational angler based in Huddersfield. I holiday 2-3 times a year fishing from the Salcombe estuary and around the coast. Typically I base myself in East Prawle camping, its a lovely spot with the exceptional Pigs Nose pub. I have also stayed in AirBnB when the British summer fails to arrive! 





I have CC'd Councillor Julian Brazil here as my reason for visiting the area is because of the fishing. I believe that increased commercial netting will impact the fishing and if it deteriorates I will holiday elsewhere, as will many others.






I am strongly against these proposed changes.





Nets are an indiscriminate way to fish and will do damage to all stock, bass, gilts, flounder, mullet, salmon and sea trout. Nets are a danger to wildlife, birds, seals, dolphins, porpoises as well at the general public. The IFCA should not be introducing nets to the estuary. 





The Salcombe Estuary is a bass nursery area. The D&S IFCA study stated 18.8% netting mortality. Bass are a shoaling fish particularly the immature fish. Given that the current mesh size does not protect immature bass I believe that the mortality could easily be higher. Bass can only be retained in one of the 6 months of the proposed fishery. Just to repeat the point, this is a bass nursery area, that is an area designated for the protection of immature bass. The IFCA should not be introducing nets to the estuary. 






I have concerns that there will be significant bycatch. I do not believe the current legislation provides a mechanism to control this. 





I have concerns that the D&S IFCA have insufficient resource to monitor and/or enforce the proposed amendments. 






With regards the proposal to Recreational fishermen using nets, given the mortality rate of nets and the catch allowance associated with recreational anglers, I struggle to understand why recreational netting is/would be allowed. Recreational netting should not be allowed.






My belief is that this consultation reflects poorly on the IFCA. It is a step backwards, this should have never got as far as a public consultation.





Regards,


Diarmuid Drew
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Proposed Amendments Allowing Netting - Formal Public Consultation

		From

		Tim Laws

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Members of the Devon & Severn IFCA Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee,





I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed six-month net fishery outlined in the formal public consultation.






The proposal to establish a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary is a completely retrograde step. With bass, salmon and seatrout populations at historically (and likely unsustainably) low levels it is madness to attempt to reintroduce netting. It is also hard not to be cynical that if the proposal is approved, it will not be long before the precedent is used to attempt to return netting to other south west estuaries.  






Estuaries are arguably some of our most complex and delicate of marine ecosystems, as well as being popular for recreational angling and (increasingly) for other watersports all through the year. Nets have no place in this environment both due to their potential effect on non-target species and the potential safety issues they bring in areas used by recreational users. 






It is unbelievable that the members of the committee believe that 18.8% bass mortality is acceptable in a nursery area, especially when bass stocks have seen such an enormous decline in the past ten years (as er ICES data). Allied with that is the effect on mullet populations which are another slow growing species that is likely to be heavily impacted, especially as generally milder winters are seeing mullet present in number in the south west estuaries all year round.






It is also difficult not to infer that the 'decline in profitability of pot fishing' simply means that now that the species targeted by potting have been run down by unsustainable levels of effort those responsible would like to decimate another part of the marine environment. It is time that the whole commercial industry stopped the endless game of whack-a-mole, moving from species to species as each becomes depleted - the whole sector, methods of fishing and levels of effort needs a rethink, rather than trying to turn back the clock as this proposal attempts to do. 






In conclusion, I strongly oppose the proposed amendments that allow netting to be reintoduced to the Salcombe Estuary. 






Sincerely,





Tim Laws





Mawnan Smith, Cornwall
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Set net fishing Kingsbridge Estuary

		From

		Maggie Smith

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear team


We would like to add our support to KNHS objections to the development of set net fishing in the Kingsbridge Estuary .  We are also concerned about the effects on local wildlife and in particular regarding the life cycle of Sea Bass. 





Regards 





Maggie Smith and Steve Williams 
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Salcombe Estuary Netting Proposal

		From

		Alastair Blundell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear sirs,





I am writing to express my deep concerns about this proposal which seems to stem from a concern about the economic decline of pot fishing. That, I would argue, stems from over fishing of crustaceans and needs to be addressed separately through better conservation.





The impact on bass stocks at a mortality rate of 17% is cited as being an acceptable consequence. Bass take many years to reach reproductive maturity and need to be conserved with utmost care. Bass stocks are low. Netting is a largely indiscriminate method. I would be interested to know why stocks of grey mullet are sustainable. What evidence has been presented?





I am also concerned about the impact on salmonids. Seatrout and salmon stocks in the UK are in steep decline with the EA saying that more and more rivers in the SW are at risk. Allowing netting to happen in the Salcombe estuary will directly affect seatrout while setting a dangerous precedent that could see similar permits allowed in many other estuaries in the region. That would be disastrous for the salmon and seatrout run, negating the efforts made to stop the netting of migratory fish which was a hard won victory.





My interest in objecting to this proposal stems from my keen interest in salmon and seatrout fishing in the SW and protecting inshore nursery areas for bass. I am member of the River Torridge Fishery Association.





I am very happy to be contacted should you wish to discuss.





Yours sincerely,





Alastair Blundell 


The Russets,


Moses Plat Lane, Speen,


Princes Risborough 


Buckinghamshire


HP270SD





Sent from my iPad
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Salcombe Estuary netting

		From

		Steve Baker

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good Afternoon 





I am writing after reading the proposal to allow netting (commercial and recreational) within the Salcombe Estuary. 





As someone who often fishes this area, both in a boat and on the shore, I believe this to be a terrible idea. I do not know of any 'recreational' anglers who would use nets, certainly not to 50m lengths. 





The area in question (to my knowledge) is used as a nursery area for Bass, there would almost unavoidably be a large number of Bass caught, along with the many other species (Wrasse/ Rays/ Plaice/ Mackerel/ Garfish) which also inhabit the Estuary. 





The loss of revenue to the town, which would almost certainly happen if boat and shore anglers either could not fish various areas due to nets, or would not bother due to declining fish stocks, would in no way be made up from the supposed benefit of allowing commercial boats to use this area.





On top of this, there are a good many Gig/ Sail boats which use the estuary, would it not make life harder for them if they have to be avoiding nets/ bouys?





I hope that in some small way this email will help the powers that be realise that this is an awful plan which would be a loser for the majority of estuary users, be they local, or a visitor like myself.





Regards


Steve Baker 
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net fishery in salcombe/kingbridge

		From

		Lesley Goonesekera

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Madam/Sirs, I strongly object to the idea of a new net fishery. It will 


badly effect the fish and birdlife in the area.  I am a member of Devon 


Birds and lead groups for the U3A.  it will also have a detrimental 


effect on the local flora and fauna.





A retired biology teacher





lesley Goonesekera
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Kingsbridge and Creeks Netting! 

		From

		Daniel Parkins

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good Afternoon/Evening. 





I am writing in concerning the baffling proposal to allow such catastrophic netting within the Kingsbridge area. 


As an avid angler who takes great pride in having this stunning location as my “hub” for angling it deeply concerns me that this proposal has managed to get so far!





From the evidence I’ve read and heard from the few meetings I’ve sat on I’d genuinely like to know how the people who are behind these hugely destructive plans have come to the summary that this is remotely sustainable let alone morally and ethically right!!





As anglers we will fight this cause because it’s not only going to kill our fishing but takes away so much from the local community be in the past and the present. We have urged everyone be it walkers, and other water users to stand up against this and be counted! 





We all rather nervously await the next steps of this ludicrous idea and with all our hearts hope this is thrown out as the debacle it is plain for all to see. 





All the very best


Danny Parkins 


 


Sent from my iPhone
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Devon &Severn IFCA consultation

		From

		Kasia Wilton

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





Dear Devon &Severn IFCA





 





I write to strongly oppose the proposal of increased netting in Salcombe bay.





I am an all year sea swimmer and I despair seeing the state of our seas. It is desperately polluted and overfished.





We need to protect our sea to help it recover, not increase exploitation. I have seen historical data showing kelp forests were abundant and seas were teeming with marine life.





It is difficult to imagine it now as our sea resembles a desert and any life is struggling to survive. We need to take a longer view and protect our remaining fragile ecosystem so that future generations have a chance to enjoy it too.





 





Kind regards





 





Kasia Wilton
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Salcombe Net Fishery Consultation

		From

		Alan Madsen

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir,





SALCOMBE MIXED NET FISHERY CONSULTATION






I wish to formally respond to the proposals for changes to the netting permit conditions for the Salcombe Estuary.





I am a member of the Angling Trust, Salmon and Trout Association and The Wild Trout Trust. I fish throughout the Tamar, Dart and Tavy catchments as well as various saltwater estuaries in the SW.





I wish to object to the opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary.  At a time when migratory fish numbers have plummeted to their lowest ever recorded it seems incredulous that consideration is being given to a scheme which would see populations inevitably fall further. In addition, when the EA are actively pursuing emergency measures to restrict recreational angling in the SW following the catastrophic decline witnessed in 2022, any scheme which will have a detrimental effect on migratory salmonids must be viewed in terms of the consequential impact on the conservation of a species that is already on the Red List.  It is inconceivable that netting in the Salcombe Estuary will not involve a bycatch which will impact on Salmonids in coastal waters. If we are to halt the decline it is essential that we have a joined up plan across all SW fisheries. To prevent this potential catastrophe all netting should be prohibited within the proposed "Emsstrom Box."  Furthermore, there can be absolutely no justification for the use of industrial fishing methods for recreation. Fixed nets, be they recreational or commercial will result in a bycatch and unnecessary mortality of a range of species - a net is a net!





Whilst I accept that the catastrophic fall in migratory species has multifaceted contributing factors, the loss of fish at sea, in all stages of their lifecycle, is a major contributing factor. It has been scientifically established that sea trout mainly stay and feed close to the coast and move to neighbouring estuaries once they have migrated from their native rivers.  Salmon smolts are also known to pause in coastal areas before their onward migration. A fixed net fishery will add further to the loss of these valuable key indicator species and ultimately could contribute to the potential extinction we face in the SW.  Given the current precarious circumstances that face migratory species, and their inevitable consequential  by-catch in estuarine nettings, I would strongly object to any support for the establishment of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe estuary.





Yours sincerely





Alan Madsen

















 	ReplyForward





Add reaction
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Letter of Objection to the Proposed Salcombe estuary netting scheme.

		From

		mark windsor

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



M Windsor 





105 Court Road 





Newton Ferrers 





PL8 1DE





 





To whom it may concern,





 





My thoughts regarding the Salcombe Estuary Netting proposal are as follows. I strongly object to the proposal. I have no scientific evidence to support my views however my thoughts are based on common sense as a recreational angler. 





 





Commercial fishing is all about TAKE TAKE TAKE. very little is ever given back to the marine environment to relieve the stress and pressure of over fishing and over demand. Farmers invest in their livestock and plant and tend to crops. Commercial fisherman invest in boats and nets and just TAKE with scant regard for the sea until stocks run out. 





 





If Commercial fisherman are finding catches are falling, then maybe some investment into Aqua culture might help or be worth looking at and that's investment by the commercial fishermen themselves ( As they are the ones who will benefit) not a government funded programme.  





 





Netting by its nature is indiscriminate and inevitably non targeted species including migratory fish will be victims such as the now endangered Atlantic Salmon. Any non targeted species will of course never be reported or monitored. It just wont happen any fish that shouldn't be caught will not be reported it will just quietly disappear. 





 





Courtesy of Water Companies and their treatment plants the water quality in estuaries is not the best. Fish species like Mullet are a product of their environment and therefore the quality of the fish caught from an estuary are not the best and so will never achieve the top price despite being marketed as Fresh Salcombe Estuary Bream or Mullet. 





 





Many estuaries have been designated as fish nurseries and for good reason. I believe its vital that there are some areas where fish species and all marine life is safe from commercial exploitation and persecution. 





 





Maybe if fish catches are falling we all need to think differently. Simply STOP fishing scale back the operations and god forbid allow the stocks to recover. Maybe its unreasonable for restaurants to expect Fresh Fish daily and consumers to manage their expectations accordingly so that we may preserve our fish stocks and keep them healthy. 





 





At the risk of being controversial maybe if commercial fishing is only viable for 6 months of the year then Fisherman should do as many millions of us do and get another job or seek an alternative income stream for the other 6 months of the year.





 





We cannot just keep taking, taking and taking from the sea it is not the answer and never will be and maybe this is the tipping point. Otherwise, the estuaries in the UK will all be netted and with devastating consequences for not only fish but other marine animals that live and rely on estuaries for food and habitat whether birds or mammals, some of which will inevitably be caught in nets.   





 





Its not a viable, normal or common sense proposal. Its based on greed and 'short term ism' its a sticking plaster. Very few will benefit and many thousands will suffer and there will be untold damage to estuary life.   





 





This proposal should never even be at a consultation stage? what a waste of time, money, effort and energy. To those with the responsibility for dealing with this matter please make the right decision which you know is not to proceed with this scheme. It should be nipped in the bud now.    





 





We need some intelligent joined up thinking not more TAKE TAKE TAKE.





 





Yours faithfully





M Windsor     
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Salcombe Estuary Review of the Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Robert W Mountjoy

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good Morning


Thank you for giving me an opportunity to respond to the proposals to make changes to the netting permit conditions for the Salcombe Estuary.





I am 73, a retired teacher and a lifelong recreational angler. I am a member of the TWP Fishing Club and the Angling Trust. I fish mainly for sea trout in the Tavy but also enjoy sea angling for bass, guilt head bream, pollack and flat fish. Until recently I owned a small boat berthed in Plymouth but now fish from friends' or charter boats. I am concerned that there has been a decline in all the species I target and have become mainly a catch and release fisherman.





Topic 1 Fixed Netting in the Salcombe Estuary


I object to the opening of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe Estuary


My main concern is that sea trout from the Tavy that are feeding in the area will be taken (as a bycatch). Even if released mortality rates will be high. Sea trout numbers in the Tavy this year showed a sharp decline.


I also fish for bass and guilt head bream in the area and stocks of these fish are over exploited and will be further damaged.


I can see no justification in the permitting of industrial fishing methods albeit on a small scale in this sensitive environment.





Topic 2 Emsstrom Angling Zone


I agree that all netting be prohibited within the proposed Emsstrom Box.


I have fished over the wreck from my own and from charter boats. I have snagged fixed nets and ghost nets in the area and been angered by my lost tackle and the environmental damage caused by discarded nets. On one occasion a boat arrived and encircled me with nets. Prohibition will enable recreational anglers to enjoy fishing this area with greater anticipation of finding fish and with less anxiety about losing tackle and damaging the environment.





Topic 3 Net Length


I see no justification for the use of industrial fishing methods for recreation. Rod and line fishing is more responsible and sustainable. Fixed nets will result in a bycatch and unnecessary mortality of a range of species.





Topic 4 Recreational Netting - Emsstrom


I agree that all netting (recreational and commercial) is prohibited in the Emsstrom box. The reasons given in Topic 2 and 3 above apply.





Robert Mountjoy


12 Morley Drive,


Crapstone


Yelverton


Devon PL20 7UY
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Public Consultation on the Review of the Netting Permit Conditions 

		From

		David Dance

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Name: Prof David Dance





Address: Berrator Farm, Buckland Monachorum, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 7NT





Interest: Angler on the rivers Tavy, Walkham, Plym and Tamar





How were you made aware of this formal public consultation? Through the Tavy, Walkham & Plym Fishing Club, of which I have been a member for more than 20 years.





 





I am writing to express my concern about the proposed establishment of a fixed net fishery within the Salcombe estuary.  As someone who has fished local rivers for many years, I am aware that the local catch of migratory salmonid species on our rivers has diminished recently.  The numbers of sea trout caught, which had stood up relatively well whilst the numbers of salmon had already fallen, has dropped precipitously over the past 3 years. In 2021 the catch of sea trout from our waters was 144, which was approximately 50% of the previous 5 years, and in 2022 and 2023 it was only 90 and 73 respectively (of which 76% were returned).   I hear by word of mouth that the same is also true for other south Devon rivers.  Whilst the reasons for this are multi-factorial, loss of fish at sea and in estuaries is almost certainly a contributory factor.





 





It is well established that sea trout mainly stay and feed close to the coast and in neighbouring estuaries once they have migrated from their native rivers.  My concern is that such a fixed net fishery may add further to the loss of stocks of this valuable species and ultimately could contribute to its extinction in our local rivers, which would be a tragedy.  Given the precarious circumstances that face this species, which must surely be an inevitable by-catch of estuarine nets, I would strongly exhort you not to support the establishment of a fixed net fishery in the Salcombe estuary.





 





David Dance
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FW: Topic: The opening of a fixed net Grey Mullet fishery in the Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Office

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good morning Neil





Here is another response for you





Thanks,





Olga 





 





 





Olga Pepper 





Finance and Administration Manager 





 





Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority





Brixham Laboratory





Freshwater Quarry





Brixham





TQ5 8BA 





 





Tel (office): 01803 854648 ext 190





Mobile: 07395 358172





Email: O.Pepper@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





Website: www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk 





 





This e-mail is only for the use of the addressee(s). It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute, or disseminate this e-mail or any enclosures to anyone other than the addressee without the express written permission of the Chief Officer of Devon & Severn IFCA or his Deputy. 





 





If you receive this communication in error, please immediately return the message and / or telephone the above address.





 





The Devon & Severn IFCA is able to, and reserves the right to, monitor e-mail communications passing through its network.





 





Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, the Devon & Severn IFCA does not warrant that it or they are free of viruses. If in any doubt then please ask for the hard copy.





 





P Subject to the need to keep up to date file records, please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this email





 





 





 





From: Toby Russell <tobyrussell5@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 8:49 PM
To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>
Cc: alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk; ron.peart@devon.gov.uk; phil.twiss@devon.gov.uk; Stuart.hughes@devon.gov.uk; paul.crabb@devon.gov.uk
Subject: Topic: The opening of a fixed net Grey Mullet fishery in the Salcombe Estuary





 





Dear Sirs,





 





I am a local resident living in Kingsbridge and as a member of the (very active) boating and angling community, I have used and enjoyed the estuary (ria) for over 40 years. When reviewing your news items recently came across the piece about the above proposal and public consultation. I believe this proposal to be very poorly considered in approach and justification.





 





I wish to formally make my strong objection to the proposed changes to the netting regulations in the Salcombe and Kingsbridge Estuary and the opening of a fixed net fishery for Grey Mullet in the Salcombe Estuary.





 





1) Have you carried out any valuation of the fishery, cost/benefit analysis or measured potential impacts to the local economy?"The B&PSC recognises a reported decline in profitability in pot fisheries" So if I understand this proposed policy change correctly, there is a potential uncosted benefit through opening up a fishery for a small group of fishermen, to offset another fishery (which is reported as declining, although that impact is unquantified), at the potential unknown cost to the local economy and local communities? Can that really be the way our natural resources are valued and managed in Devon?





 





If you are asking the local community to fully understand this rationale then we must have more information on the value of the fishery, and the value of the local environment to local communities (ecosystem services provision) and from that you should be presenting an independently produced benefit/cost analysis. Otherwise, your body appears to be tinkering with local economics, which your organisation is neither responsible or accountable for. 





 





As part of that cost-benefit analysis, you will need to make sure you have accounted for:





*	What happens if members of the local boating community decide not to take up SHDC moorings next year?


*	There is a drop is visiting yachts (due to perceived or realised poor management of its natural resources), or less people launch kayaks or other recreational water craft


*	The small boat fishing competition decides to move on to another better managed system 


*	Anglers like myself decide to keep our vessels elsewhere and fish at other ports


*	The loss of engagement by the local community in fishery and environmental matters


*	The potential impact on fish eating birds or other valued wildlife in the estuary ecosystem


*	The value of the mullet fishery, where that market is based and factors which might affect that market (supply, typical size, time to maturity etc). On a personal note, I am very surprised there is any eating value to grey mullet as a large proportion move through the system feeding on mudflat diatoms and so taste, to be frank, very poor.





Your risk analysis and assessment needs to include 'what if' scenario's and a contingency plan - if the opening of the Grey Mullet fishery costs local taxpayers through a reduction in any element of SHDCs income through the estuary and its users, or a decline in the local communities enjoyment of the area, then what will your organisation do, and how will local people seek redress? Can they make a claim against your offices?





 





2) Impact to Bass stocks:





The B&PSC considers that a mortality rate of 18.8% of bass, caught during the netting trials within Salcombe Estuary, is acceptable? Recreational anglers have for many years been playing an active role in protecting bass stocks in the system, in a bid to ensure that we see genuine recovery of larger breeding-sized fish which are essential to the sustainability of local bass stocks, create robustness in the population and provide long-term sustainable angling opportunities. 





 





I am shocked to read that nearly 1 in 5 fish caught will be bass and that is acceptable - for whom? To sustainably manage the bass stock, for local people...or commercial fishermen? Who's interests are being representing here? Why is the perception by local anglers that a fisheries management body (D&S IFCA) is putting (very limited) new licence revenues above that of species of fish which is very much under threat in our local and national waters?





 





If netting of grey mullet is allowed it is a very real possibility that we will see an increase in poaching of bass and their sale into the black market to the detriment of bass stocks and local (licensed) fishermen who will start to lose traction in the local market and who will see their prices undercut by illegally landed fish. In that event, there will be a very sad irony that will see one fishery supported at the detriment of another. 





 





3) Impact to Mullet stocks:





I don't know how robust the mullet population is locally, nor how quickly they reach sexual maturity. My understanding is that grey mullet do take some time to reach breeding age and so I expect that the this will have been evaluated as part of D&S IFCA's stock assessment criteria? If so, please can i have a copy of that information and assessment (or link to that data)?





 





4) Impact to Gilthead Bream stocks:





Gilthead Bream are an attractive recreational fish species and anglers travel some distance (from out of County) to fish in the estuary, returning the vast majority of fish caught. What assessment has been carried out to understand the impact of netting on Gilthead Bream stocks? What happens is we have less visiting anglers who spend revenue in shops, pubs etc. during the winter months.





 





5) Impact on local communities Health & Wellbeing:





I am reaching out as a very concerned angler, however many of my friends and family enjoy the estuary for water sports, including swimming (year-round), walking, bird-watching etc. 





How will netting affect their enjoyment of what they do in the natural environment...how will we manage increased waste (ghost nets and other discarded fishing gear)...a reliance on organisations like "Till the Coast is Clear"? What impact does increased waste and other management aspects have on local tourism and loss of amenity value. There is so much at stake over so little gain...and none of this is thought through or evaluated.





 





6) There would be a conflict between the different management of Devon estuaries:





Allowing netting within one estuary, when it is prohibited in its neighbours, will surely throw in levels of confusion about where and when netting is legal and particularly whether sightings of netting should be reported? That blurring of the legality of netting will again lead to unscrupulous people trying their luck and looking to exploit that confusion by illegally netting in the Salcombe estuary. If you think that is not possible, you only need to look to your recent news item regarding an illegal net being pulled from the estuary. 





 





7) Does the angling community have faith that the regulators can manage the fishery? 





When I recently canvassed my fishing friends about the frequency we have ever seen any authority (D&S IFCA, EA...) on the water, and what that might mean for the management of this new fishery...our views were unanimous. We don't see anyone on the water apart from us, and there is no other presence outside of the Harbour Authority. Given that, we are expected to believe that the fishery will be properly managed and that effective oversight will be in place - its laughable.





 





I am so shocked and dismayed by the lack of thought that has been put into this proposal that I have had to copy in the various respected Devon County Councillors into my response, in the hope that their role in, and experience of, local Devon communities will mean they can see through this poorly thought-out change in policy. At least I hope they realise that decisions made far from the point of impact will make a real and tangible negative impact to local people and communities in the South Hams. 





 





I conclude by saying I believe these proposed changes are poorly considered, lack any founding from a commercial, fisheries or environmental perspective and are unsustainable. For these reasons I am calling on the D&S IFCA and DCC Councillors to firmly 'kick this proposal into touch' before you harm so many people who are involved with protecting this environment for our future generations.





 





Yours faithfully,





 





Toby Russell.





 





 





-- 





Toby Russell





 





01548 857471





07970 996790





---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FW: Netting of the salcombe estuary

		From

		Office

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





From: Robert Farley <robfarleyleadworks@yahoo.co.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 7:38 AM
To: Office <office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk>
Subject: Fw: Netting of the salcombe estuary





 













Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone





 





Begin forwarded message:

On Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 7:29 am, Robert Farley <robfarleyleadworks@yahoo.co.uk> wrote:





To whom it may concern 





 





I would like to just voice my concerns over the plans to allow netting of the salcombe estuary.





As a local angler I have seen fish stocks decline drastically over the last  30years and I believe allowing this to our inshore waters will massively impact young or breeding fish.





I understand policing this would be nigh on impossible also.





We have hundreds of miles of open coastline let them continue to fish there not our delicate rivers and estuaries.





I understand this is a response to declining brown crab numbers,this is also due to over fishing and lessons should be learned not doubled down!





 





Concerned Regards 





Robert Farley





Sent from my iPhone
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