Formal Consultation Responses – 261 to 280, not all in number order.
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Public Consultation on the changes to netting in the salcombe estuary

		From

		Ashbys Online

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



As a locally based, major retailer, involved in the fishing, marine and leisure industry on the Salcombe Estuary we do not support any easing of netting permissions in these waters. The Salcombe Estuary is currently a protected habitat for many fish species and is one of the few areas where fish stocks and their associated ecosystems can breathe and recover. Any deterioration of the protection in this environment will impact not only the estuary but also the coastline which is seeded from this haven. It must also be noted that netting despite developments is still fairly arbitrary in what it entraps and kills and still does not guarantee progression into ghost nets which fish indefinitely. The Salcombe and Kingsbridge Estuary draw tens of thousands of people a year to their waters and are well known for their unique habitats. These habitats are very fragile and easily decimated. In our opinion retaining  the benefits of current controls which encourage biodiversity and re-generation of the estuary far outweigh the limited financial benefits of exploiting this small fishery by relaxing netting permissions.  





 





Mark Ashby





Ashbys of Kingsbridge and Salcombe
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SalcombeEsturary

		From

		Mike and Karen

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



 





 





Sent from Mail for Windows
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8 Myrtle Close


Dousland



Devon



PL20 6NZ



Tuesday 16th January 2024


Dear Sir


I wish to register my objection to the proposal of allowing commercial fishing within Salcombe Estuary.



I cannot believe any one could put this forward as an acceptable proposal. I consider it reckless in so many ways.



The first question is why has this been proposed? Why do commercial fisherman need to fish this small, ecologically sensitive area? The proposed 17 commercial boats will wipe out the fish stock and destroy important fish nursery areas. 



The commercial fishing will cause environmental damage by impacting on important fish nursery areas, reducing overall fish numbers of fish leaving the estuary. The movement in  recent years has been to create refuge, non fished areas, where fish do well, increasing fish stock in surrounding areas. Commercial fishing puts this estuary at risk by impacting on fish numbers reducing them to a level that impacts on their breeding.


There are only two IFCA officers in Devon and Cornwall. There is no proposal to police the area. Allowing any commercial fishing will just make any illegal fishing easy and more tempting. The attitude will be, get in first and get it all. Boats will be competing with each other to catch in a limited, small area with no incentive to fish it in a responsible, sustainable way. Carried out at night, it makes it even easier to fish in a indiscriminate manner.


This is an important bass nursery area. Bass caught and returned will have a high mortality rate. This has been quoted as 18%.  Trial areas netted have shown bass make up 50% of nettings. Due to the small area fished they could be caught more than once. Bass stay in the system for several weeks so the chance of being caught more than once is high.


The estuary forms a important recreational fishing area. This will be destroyed. So important for mental health and for the economy of the surrounding area, fishermen spend money. Recreational fishing is important to the area.


I find the proposal irresponsible in every way.


yours faithfully 



Mike Lunney
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Opposition to the Proposed Netting of Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Peter Blanshard

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



To whom it may concern,






I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition to the proposed netting of Salcombe Estuary. Salcombe Estuary is not just a picturesque landscape; it is a vital habitat for numerous species of marine life. The introduction of netting poses a threat to the delicate balance that exists within this ecosystem, in particular to the population of wild sea and migratory fish alike. 





Furthermore, the estuary serves as a recreational area for both locals and visitors and should be kept as such to offer a sustainable source of much needed tourism revenue. 





I urge you to reconsider the proposal to net Salcombe Estuary and instead explore alternative measures that prioritize the preservation of its unique ecosystem.





I appreciate your attention to this matter and your commitment to preserving our natural resources. I kindly request that you take into account the voices of concerned citizens and reconsider the proposed netting in favor of more environmentally friendly alternatives.





Thank you for your time and consideration.





Sincerely,





Peter Blanshard
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Proposed amendments to existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		A Reeves

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Devon & Severn IFCA,





I am responding to the consultation re. netting in the estuary (proposed amendments to existing commercial and recreational Netting Permit Conditions.) Please could you register my strong opposition to this proposal. I apologise, I could not find a reference number for the proposal in the documents you provided.





My mother lived right on the Kingsbridge estuary and I have visited numerous times. It is a beautiful area that draws many people because of its natural surroundings. I live in Sussex, where the natural diversity of the seaside is an important part of my life so I have a particular personal interest in the changes you are proposing.





There are so many marine species that live in Salcombe Harbour, in an ecosystem as fragile as so many in UK waters. Increasing fishing because of depleted stock of other commercially profitable species will ruin this ecosystem. Fishing *more* is the worst possible approach for maintaining fishing stock and commercial value, as seen in so many small fishing communities abroad. Resting the area, allowing fry and immature fish to migrate, feed and breed, is essential.





Allowing netting also sets an awful precedent; if it is allowed, where and when will it stop? When all fishable species are depleted? When there is nothing left in the sea?





Many of the species we see in Sussex migrate here after spawning in your area south west. Species like the thick lipped mullet, bass, gilt head bream, even the flounder. Both species of seahorse are also found in Salcombe Harbour. In Brighton, our aquarium proudly describes and manages these native seahorses; the harm to them and other marine species in your region due to increased netting would be a loss to current and budding naturalists and to the ecosystem.





The Angling Trust sets out much more practical oppositions to your proposal. I have read their response, which is far more factually informed than my response is. I wholeheartedly agree with their conclusion that the consultation process appears to have been very limited, poorly represented and inadequately researched. It seems to have ignored the immense opposition to a previous similar proposal.





Please may I ask that you listen to the voices of your community, and others who care about it, and reject the proposal to allow netting.





Many thanks,


Sincerely,





Alison Reeves
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The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary (subject to range of management measures).

		From

		horizonglow@aol.com

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/ Madam,





We write to register our objection to this proposal. It is almost inconceivable such a proposal has progressed this far as it's implementation into/on this small marine enviroment would be catastrophic. There is nil chance of fish stocks being able to recover and for comparison one only has to observe the effects of illegal netting on the smaller estuaries of the Avon and Erme which have been rendered fishless in recent years. 


The Kingsbridge Estuary SSSI is a precious natural asset that should be preserved by every means possible. The introduction of a commercial fishery is incomprehensible.







Yours faithfully,








Michael Martin.


(Registered boat user Salcombe Harbour).
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Proposal for netting in the Salcombe estuary 

		From

		TimC

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir/Madam , 





 





I am a recreational angler living in Cornwall, who occasionally fishes the Salcombe estuary, and has friends  locally who also fish, and I wish to raise my objections to the proposal based on the following points-





 





I understand that this will  be a 6  month mullet fishery, but my concerns are that you will catch non target species such as bass, and I don’t feel that the suggestion that non target fish will survive being returned to the water stands up to scrutiny in reality? – that is to say that fish will  be discarded dead -  how does this tie into the Bass Fishery  Management Plan, and the fact that this is a bass nursery area and should remain as such with no commercial fishing allowed . 





 





The rationale for this proposal seems to be based on the brown crab fishery being in decline? – would it not be best to address this problem first, rather than open up another fishery for very limited short term gain for a few individuals ?  





 





The Salcombe estuary also hosts many fishing competions, and I worry that anglers will not want to visit the area to fish, if they feel that the mullet ( among other species  will  be wiped out ).





Also, it takes a mullet 12 years to reach sexual maturity, so what hope is there for the local population if this proposal gets the go ahead ? 





 





Please consider also the loss of revenue to local business, if anglers feel that its not worth attending matches - money spent in local pubs , hotels etc.





 





Finally , I think that you should consider that netting will  have a very detrimental Impact on other wildlife( birds , seals ), as netting is non selective, and indiscriminate – is the Salcombe estuary not a site of Special Scientific Interest( SSSI), and is home to sea grass beds and other marine wildlife, that will only suffer if this proposal gets approval.   





 





Thank you for taking the time to read my e mail, and I look forward to your comments on this matter.





 





Regards , 





 





Tim Coe 





St Mabyn 





Cornwall 





PL30 3FD      





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





Sent from Mail for Windows
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Proposed netting of the Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Graeme Hicks

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



CHANGES TO THE NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS.












I note it is proposed to open up a 6 month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary, alterations to recreational netting practices and netting restrictions both commercial and recreational on Emsstrom wreck.












The proposal to allow nets to be laid by commercial fisherman, who have already grossly overfished the local crab population and who now wish to focus their attention to extend their quest of decimation into the sensitive Salcombe Estuary itself,  a known nursery area for fish including the threatened Bass.












I find it inconceivable that an organisation such as yours whose remit is supposed to safeguard fish stocks, including the already threatened bass is actually considering this unadulterated act of pure lunacy.












This must be rejected at all cost or else the Devon and Severn IFCA is going to be famous for setting a very dangerous precedent which will be inevitably be repeated throughout every estuary in the land, including where I live in Cornwall.












It is high time the authority charged with administering and conserving fish stocks stop acting like stooges to the commercial fishing sector and take into serious consideration the economic benefits to the leisure sector that a properly managed and vibrant fish population would generate.












You really do need disbanding, this should never have been even given serious consideration in the first place.












I urge all decision makers to reject this proposal in its entirety. 








Graeme Hicks


50, Adelaide Road


Redruth


TR152HQ
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Public Consultation - Salcombe Estuary netting - deadline 19th Jan

		From

		Louise Wainwright

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear IFCA ,






Please confirm receipt of this email.  Thank you. 






I am writing to add my formal Objection to the proposed changes to the laws concerning commercial and recreational fishing nets in the Salcombe Estuary - the site of a protected bass fish nursery. 






Despite the IFCA outline of management measures designed to mitigate the negative impact of the proposed changes - I am strongly of the view that it will not be possible to guarantee that under normal fishing conditions mortality rates will  be much higher than the estimated 20%.  This is not acceptable for the conservation of the bass nursery stocks and migratory fish or more estuary and river pollution from abandoned gear.  I agree with the objections raised by the Angling Trust the Bass Anglers Sport Fishing Society and the committee of the Kingsbridge Natural History Society 






The issue of abandoned and lost gear is already of significant concern to the general public.  This is clearly articulated by the growing number of volunteers who either collect abandoned fishing gear from beaches, estuaries and rivers as well as volunteer to help Til The Coast is Clear CIC and Force4Nature.  Any unnecessary increase in fishing in the Salcombe Estuary will increase this pollution and harm aquatic life.  This is not acceptable and any action by the IFCA to increase this risk will bring the IFCA into disrepute.  






The mesh size and soak times proposed are not aimed at ensuring sustainable fishing and do not address the concerns that this proposal wil have a serious negative impact on bass stocks and the by-catch of seriously threatened migratory fish species.  A discarded undersized fish is a dead undersized fish.  






As a government funded body which also receives funding from local government - the public expect conservation of our environment and aquatic life to be the top priority - in a Global Biodiversity Emergency.  This move is not in accord with the mission of South Hams District Council to increase biodiversity by 5% per year.  I will be asking SHDC to make this clear to IFCA. 










It is not an acceptable rationale to extend this fishing season to ensure that commercial fishing can recoup lost earnings as a result of loss of income at other times of year.  We need to be working together to conserve fish stocks and reverse the decline in biodiversity in line with legally binding targets of COP15.  






This proposal is clearly counterproductive and does not resonate with the remit of the IFCA to ensure Sustainable Fishing.  Of the three key elements of a Sustainable Fishing Policy (Social, Economic and Environmental) clearly the Environmental aspects and conservation must take priority to support the Social and Economic aspects. 






Yours sincerely


Louise Wainwright


Chair - Avon River Champions





CLEAN RIVERS  |  THRIVING WILDLIFE | SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES





w. www.avon-river-champions.org


e. info@avon-river-champions.org


m. 07908 525663 














 










AVON RC1.jpg

AVON RC1.jpg
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CHANGES TO THE NETTING PERMIT CONDITIONS

		From

		Jules Roseby

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear Sir or Madam.





We are writing in response to the above proposals and as recreational anglers we would like to add our voices to the objections regarding them.





We endorse the sentiments expressed by the Angling Trust and it's associates 100%. We are particularly concerned about the fact that these changes would operate in estuaries which have always been considered valuable nursery areas and should not be plundered by commercial concerns. All fish require a sheltered habitat to spawn and grow to maturity, and without these areas then the species will eventually die out.





Also regarding the revenue generated by the recreational angler who generally practices catch and release, the resource is protected and continues to be allowed to reproduce thus feeding the local economies over many years. However the commercial position of take it all, means once it's gone, it's gone and the short term gain can not be good for the long term.






Please reconsider introducing netting as detailed in your submission.





Yours faithfully,





Aj & Julia Roseby
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DO NOT ALLOW netting in the Salcombe Estuary...?

		From

		Ben Hersey

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Please take this email as my expression of disbelief that commercial netting could be allowed again in the Salcombe Estuary, or in fact any other Westcountry Estuary..





I hold an in-depth knowledge of the Rea, its ecological importance, its biodiversity and the commercial impacts on this area.





My previous career has seen positions within CEFAS, SWW, Commercial Angling and a Angling Guide around the S. Devon coastline, so I have a broad understanding of the issue and the local area.





It would seem ridiculous that this proposal can even be considered when our precious environment is being destroyed, coupled with current decline on fish stocks and decreasing biodiversity.





I cannot see any real benefit that this ill conceived plan can have.





The Salcombe Estuary is a place that I have grown up in and greatly love. 





How could IFCA even propose this...?





Please see reason and stop this plan immediately..!





Regards,





Ben Hersey











Sent from Outlook
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Objection to Netting Proposal in Salcombe Bay

		From

		Chris Blundell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



I would like to lodge my strong objection to the proposals currently under consideration for the following reasons which align to the views of the DWT.





DWT has responded to this consultation. DWT is not supportive of the proposed netting fishery in this or other estuaries. There are a huge number of issues with this ecologically and it goes against evidence and best practice. Key issues include:





1. Grey mullet and sea bass are long lived, slow maturing and have strong site fidelity to estuaries so risk being overfished by this fishery type with long term effects due to slow recovery.


2. Bass stock numbers are low and there is little data for grey mullet – so sustainability of these fisheries is highly questionable at best.


3. The SKE is a nursery for fish especially sea bass, so impacts here will likely affect stocks elsewhere. This also goes against the draft Bass Fishery Management Plan.


4. Netting is an indiscriminate fishing approach and so will catch non-target species as bycatch. This will include bass, gilthead bream and many fish species but also potentially wildfowl, seabirds, seals and cetaceans. Fishing should be moving to use highly targeted approaches that avoid bycatch. This fishery appears to be actively ‘targeting’ bycatch, with a lack of clarity over which is the target species.


5. The length of nets proposed (200m) allow the closing of entire creeks, which could have significant impacts and increases risk of bycatch.


6. Mesh size restrictions are unlikely to be effective as nets will act as ‘tangle-nets’ when hauled.


7. Damage to seagrass beds and other habitats is likely as fishers access areas where mullet and bass congregate, setting and hauling nets in these locations. The short soak time is likely to result in multiple setting of nets per session, increasing erosion and damage.


8. The SKE is nationally recognised as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature Reserve (NNR) – with features including marine and intertidal habitats, rare marine species, overwintering wildfowl and fish nursery. This fishery would constitute multiple ‘operations likely to damage’ for this site and therefore risk the deterioration of the SSSI.


9. Netting in estuaries has been banned by this IFCA and neighbouring IFCAs for a number of years, following best practice informed by firm evidence of the impacts, particularly around risk to fish nurseries and other wildlife in sensitive estuary settings. Lifting the ban on this estuary would go against best practice and create uncertainty with subsequent confusion of ‘the rules’ and difficulties of enforcement – at a time when nature recovery and clarity is desperately needed.








Regards,





Chris Blundell


+ 44 (0) 7850 808866
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Netting in the Salcombe Estuary?

		From

		stevie campbell

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Have I read this right? You intend to allow the netting of fish in the Salcombe estuary? Surely not? No netting on any commercial scale should be allowed in any Devon estuary. Yes full stop. It's incredibly short sighted to even consider this. If you are still considering this then you should not be allowed to do the job you're doing. Resign. All the South Devon estuaries are such natural fish nurseries for so many important species, if netting is allowed, which I'm informed is under consideration due to collapsed shellfish stocks from overfishing, the whole local and wider ecosystem is sure to be destroyed. It's not just fish stocks you should be concerned about, a whole range of bird and wild life is dependent on healthy estuaries not to mention the economic danger to the area from rod and line fishing tourism.


Just stop it, it's ridiculous.
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Netting the Salcombe estuary 

		From

		Matt At Yahoo

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		dartmoor@duchyofcornwall.org

		Recipients

		dartmoor@duchyofcornwall.org; consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



As a keen angler, and someone who cares about the sustainability of the sport and of fishing stocks, I was disturbed to hear of plans to net the estuary at Salcombe. 





The precedent this sets for sensitive habitats in the South west, alongside the immediate impact it would have on fishing stocks in the local area are profound.  





Do not take the option of grabbing short term returns at the expense of medium and long term damage to the ecology of the area.  





Your time should be invested in illegal netting at night, not legitimising the stripping of stocks of bass and other fish that are only recently starting to show signs of recovery. 





After a couple of years of targeting pollack down in the west, stocks are now so depleted, that commercial fishing is banned.  Save yourself the trouble of having to ban the nets in a year or two, by not granting permission for this proposal. 





Many thanks








M Hudson 





Matt Hudson


E: matt.hudson59@yahoo.co.uk 


M: +44 7764 904769
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RE: Ref: D&S IFCA formal consultation – Netting Permit Conditions

		From

		Kasia Wilton

		To

		Neil Townsend

		Recipients

		N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Good morning Neil,





 





Many thanks for your e-mail and for pointing out my mistake.





I have reread your formal proposals.





I can confirm I am strongly opposed to  Topic 1 -fixed netting in Salcombe Estuary – my reasons were explained in my previous e-mail. I am also opposed to Topic 3 (increasing the length of allowed net)





I am in support of topics 2,4,5 and 6.





Thank you for taking the time to write back to me.





 





Kind regards





Kasia Wilton





 





 





 





 





 





From: Neil Townsend <N.Townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 10:30 AM
To: Kasia Wilton <k.wilton@wwstudio.co.uk>
Subject: Ref: D&S IFCA formal consultation – Netting Permit Conditions





 





Good morning, Kasia.





Thank you for taking the time to respond to the formal consultation – The Review of the Netting Permit Conditions. 





Your Response:





I am not sure if you got to see all the formal proposals (Topics 1 to 6), attached.





I can see that you are opposed to netting in Salcombe “Bay”.





Unless you correct me, I will assume this is opposition to topic 1 in the attached – opening of a net fishery in Salcombe Estuary.





I can confirm receipt of your response which is one of many we have received.  When the consultation ends on 19th January 2024, I will be reading through all the responses in more depth. 





Next steps, further Information and where to find it on our website: 





I will prepare a report for Members of the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority’s (D&S IFCA’s) Byelaw and Permitting Sub-Committee (B&PSC) and for all stakeholders to examine via its publication on the D&S IFCA website. 





The report will demonstrate how the formal consultation (Review of the Netting Permit Conditions) was conducted and will be a detailed summary of the responses received. The report will not contain any personal information. The report will provide the opportunity for stakeholders who responded in the formal consultation to see how their views were documented.





The B&PSC will consider what changes to make to the Netting Permit Conditions at their next meeting in 2024.





The next B&PSC meeting is planned for 22nd February 2024, at Exeter Racecourse. Information, including the formal consultation report, to be used at the next B&PSC meeting will be published before the B&PSC meeting takes place.  





Our website provides access to all papers and reports presented to the B&PSC and the minutes from those meetings are also published. The information is available on the Authority Meetings Tab by opening the folders relating to specific B&PSC meetings. A larger collection of information, including minutes from meetings, can also be found in our website Resource Library (Section B), again by opening relevant folders.  





Our website contains a range of information about our work including Latest News, found on the home page.





https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/





Your view is important, so thank you once again for engaging in this process.





Kind regards,





Neil.





 





 





Neil





Neil Townsend





Principal Policy Officer 





Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority





Brixham Laboratory





Freshwater Quarry





Brixham





Devon





TQ5 8BA





 





Tel (Home Office): 01626 331589





Tel (Brixham office): 01803 854648





EXT: 856





Mobile (business): 07590 224011





E-mail: n.townsend@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





website: www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk





 





This e-mail is only for the use of the addressee(s). It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute, or disseminate this e-mail or any enclosures to anyone other than the addressee without the express written permission of the Chief Officer of Devon & Severn IFCA or his Deputy. 





 





If you receive this communication in error, please immediately return the message and / or telephone the above address.





 





The Devon & Severn IFCA is able to, and reserves the right to, monitor e-mail communications passing through its network.





 





Whilst every effort has been made to check for viruses in this e-mail and any attachments, the Devon & Severn IFCA does not warrant that it or they are free of viruses. If in any doubt then please ask for the hard copy.
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Urgent: For Viewing Today

		From

		Barcley Spicer-Jenkins

		To

		Consultation

		Cc

		Random Joe

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; joepike444@gmail.com



Dear Sir/Madam, 





My name is Barcley and I am writing on behalf of all of my team here at Start Point Spearfishing in Plymouth. 





My team and I have been made aware and are extremely concerned about the proposed netting in the Salcombe estuary; an estuary which we were under the impression was in fact a marine Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and local nature reserve. 





Despite being in the business of recreational fishing we are incredibly passionate about sustainable seafood, and believe that an area such as the Salcombe Estuary is critical in maintaining a healthy population of grey Mullet and Bass. Moreover, we promote selective fishing where there is no bycatch, litter or damage to the ocean, sharing the regulations as set out by the IFCA we think are vital to preserve fish stocks. 





We were made aware of this public consultation by many of our customers who are avid fishermen but also many of whom are conservationists at heart, and have been fishing for mullet and bass for decades off the shores around the South Hams. 





Like our concerned customers we believe that the estuary plays a vital role in protecting mullet and bass stocks and worry that netting could have far reaching implications for the slow growing grey mullet and bass populations.  





As recreational fishers we are under strict regulations which we embrace to protect bass, taking a maximum of 2 fish per day of a specific size and time of year. It seems to us extraordinary that an 18% death rate of bass whilst netting in a bass nursery area, during their breeding season is deemed acceptable.





Further, I note the joint University of Plymouth/ IFCA study looked at bass mortality rates after a single net capture. This figure of 18% mortality does not take into account cumulative mortality occurring over the course of the fishing season. Since bass have been previously shown to be highly resident in the estuary, the likelihood of repeated capture of individuals, and therefore increased overall annual mortality rate, is high.





Finally we are all worried about where this leads next. Netting is ecologically destructive resulting in bycatch, ghost gear and ultimately, netting the estuary will result in mass mortality of so many fish. The poor visibility and fast current means the fish have no chance of escape. We urge you as conservation authority to prohibit any netting on the estuary so as to protect the marine life so that it can continue to thrive and spillover into the local vicinity where it can be appreciated by the many recreational fishermen who enjoy it.





Thank you for taking the time to read my email.

Yours sincerely,


Barcley Spicer Jenkins 









-- 






Barcley Spicer-Jenkins 





www.spearfishingstore.co.uk





www.practiceplanner.co.uk












+44 7918 612 234












barcleyspicerjenkins@gmail.com
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Changes to netting permit conditions on Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary

		From

		Dan Stathers

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



For the attention of the D&S IFCA 






Please find attached a letter of objection to the proposed changes to netting permit conditions on the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary. 






Yours respectfully, 






Dan Stathers 



on behalf of Wild About Kingsbridge CIC
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Devon & Severn


Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority


Brixham Laboratory,


Freshwater Quarry,


Brixham, 


Devon





15th January 2024








Letter of Objection to Netting Permits on Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary 








Dear Authority Members, 





I am writing on behalf of conservation group Wild About Kingsbridge CIC in objection to proposed amendments to netting permit conditions on the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Estuary. 





I’d like to relay concerns expressed to me regarding the impact of re-opening a net fishery in these waters and the disruption to precious local estuarine ecosystems. 





The proposal has been received with alarm by many Kingsbridge residents, principally because this habitat has been classified as an SSSI and is subject to ‘favorable condition’ status by Natural England, its objective being to preserve its healthy state and unique features. This proposal contravenes this objective, and while it is appreciated there exists a need to help sustain people’s livelihoods, the SSSI’s guiding principle must come first. 





Your proposal doesn’t adequately discuss environmental impacts, one example would be the estuaries rare seagrass beds and their delicate network of roots and rhizomes, pivotal in preventing seabed erosion while also providing both a home and nursery for important indicator species such as spiney and short-snouted seahorses and fan mussels. 





It is well-documented that seabirds can become entangled and trapped in gillnets and the aftermath of ghost net pollution is often devastating. 





The estuary already has to deal with the significant outside burdens of storm overflow, land runoff, plastic pollution, and marine traffic, adding to these stressors is counter intuitive. Considering the safe haven these waters provide, particularly for juvenile fish, it comes as little surprise that the majority of your key stakeholders, including the Duchy of Cornwall, are opposed to drift and fixed netting in estuary waters. 





On behalf of the many supporters of Wild About Kingsbridge to raise concern over this proposal, I request that you accept this letter of objection in response to your consultation. 





Yours respectfully, 








Dan Stathers, 
Founder of Wild About Kingsbridge CIC 























 





















































Wild About Kingsbridge CIC 


Registered Company Number: 14095317


Address: 5 Derby Rd, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JJ
email: wildaboutkingsbridge@gmail.com
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Re Netting proposals

		From

		gary dunstan

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



  


Dear Devon and Severn ifca, I'm in shock and disbelief,  that your proposing commercial netting, in Bass nursery areas. These fish take many years to grow and breed, so they deserve the protection of these areas, that were created for them. 


To secure a healthy stock for the future!.. 


Come on guys, use your common sense please!.... 


Yours sincerely  


Gary Dunstan  
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Salcombe Estuary Netting

		From

		David Trickey

		To

		Consultation; dartmoor@duchyofcornwall.org

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk; dartmoor@duchyofcornwall.org



Dear Madam / Sir





 I am writing in concerning the baffling proposal to allow such catastrophic netting within the Salcombe/Kingsbridge area. As an avid angler who takes great pride in having this stunning location as my “go to” for angling it deeply concerns me that this proposal has managed to get so far! 





 From the evidence I’ve read and heard from the few meetings, I’d genuinely like to know how the people who are behind these hugely destructive plans have come to the summary that this is remotely sustainable let alone morally and ethically right!!  As anglers we will fight this cause because it’s not only going to kill our fishing but takes away so much from the local community be in the past and the present. We have urged everyone be it walkers, and other water users to stand up against this and be counted! We all rather nervously await the next steps of this ludicrous idea and with all our hearts hope this is thrown out as the debacle it is plain for all to see. 





Best regards 





David Trickey
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set-net fishing in Salcombe/Kingsbridge estuary

		From

		julietmorton0@icloud.com

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Dear consultation members,





I would like to record my strong objections to the proposal to allow net fishery in the estuary, and this for all  times of the year.


The estuary is an area of SSSI, there are sea grass beds here, home to many species, and young bass.   The stock in this area is declining. Please don’t allow this.


I agree with Kingsbridge Natural History Society in their views, which is opposition to the proposal.   





with regards,


Juliet Morton


43 Embankment Road


Kingsbridge


Devon TQ7 1LA
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Salacombe Bay

		From

		Thomas Hicks

		To

		Consultation

		Recipients

		consultation@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk



Hello





I am writing to oppose the quite frankly selfish, imorrale and idiotic decision to allow netting in the Salcombe Bay estuary.





This has come from a small handful of commercial crab fisherman who needed to create a new source of income as they were incapable of using their own crab fishery correctly. This selfish notion to benefit a small minority will impact many people (not just in the Salcombe Bay) but most importantly the local marine life. 





The precious bass in the estuary will undoubtedly be slaughtered due to netting, these bass are the same bass that will migrate around our coast as they develop. Bass stocks are already under extreme pressure as it is. The same will apply for various other species, Mullet and Bream to name a few. It will detromently impact local fishing stocks, set a precedent and therefore encourage other estuaries to be netted and furthermore also impact the recreational and sustainable rod and line anglers. All due to the incompetence of some local crab fisherman.






This is a totally imorale and selfish decision and I as well as many others strongly oppose it. It is putting greed before nature. In 2024 with all the environmental and natural issues throughout the world we should be doing every little bit to aid these causes, not destroy them. They already have a fishery and need to learn to use it sustainably and correctly.





I hope you seriously see mine and the hundreds of others concerns on this issue and do not allow this to happen. We have a responsibility and we must honour it.





kind regards 





Tom
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