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Amendments to D&S IFCA Policy – Permit Application Forms 

Officers’ Recommendations 

Background 
Each of D&S IFCA’s permit based byelaws require an applicant to provide required information 
for D&S IFCA to process and issue a permit.  This includes postal address, and other relevant 
details. 

The B&PSC had an input into the development of current application forms.  The B&PSC 
developed policy documents in 2017 and 2018 relating to potting and netting permit 
applications, and the need for applicants to provide either an email address or a mobile 
telephone number for the permit holder, and (where applicable) named representatives.   

Without either an email address or a mobile telephone number being supplied, the policy is 
that a permit application will not be processed.  A mobile telephone number, rather than a 
landline, was chosen as it was envisaged that D&S IFCA could use text messages as part of 
its communications – text alerting.  Although this was experimented with, it has not become 
part of D&S IFCA’s longer term communication methods as it was too time consuming.   

Officers built on the implemented policy for netting and potting and now all application forms, 
for all types of permits (Category One and Category Two), include mandatory fields to collect 
contact details (email address or mobile telephone number) for the permit holder, and where 
applicable, named representatives.  

As with other current permit based byelaws, the new Mobile Fishing Permit Byelaw 2022 
(when confirmed) does not set out the exact detail that is required to be submitted in an 
application form.  In preparation for confirmation of the Byelaw, Officers are preparing new 
application forms, which are also used in the online permit application facility on the D&S IFCA 
website.   

New Policy (Mobile Fishing) 

All mobile fishing permits are issued to the owners of commercial fishing vessels and it is the 
view of Officers, that in 2025 and beyond, all vessel owners will have an email address.  Many 
vessel owners also appoint named representatives (masters) that will operate the vessels 
under the permit that is issued to the vessel owner.  It is the view of Officers that all named 
representatives for owners of mobile fishing vessels will have an email address that they can 
make use of.   

That a new policy is created to: 

a) require applicants for all D&S IFCA Commercial Permit to provide both an 

email address and telephone number of the Permit Holder, and (where 

applicable) both an email address and telephone number of any named 

representative (master) as part of their application; 

 

b) require applicants for recreational permits to provide both an email address 

and telephone number of the Permit Holder;  

 

c) require representatives on recreational permits to provide either an email or 

telephone number. 
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Having an email address undoubtedly helps to speed up the application process which is of 
benefit to fishers and D&S IFCA.  There are higher costs for D&S IFCA associated with 
preparing and sending hard copy of permits in the post, and not having an email address can 
hamper efficient communications with permit holders.   

• It is the view of Officers that supplying a functioning email address for both the permit 
holder and any named representatives becomes a mandatory requirement  

Although email is of use to Officers, a combination of both email and telephone is better, and 
this applies to both mobile fishing permit holders and their named representatives. 

Some applications have been unduly delayed as Officers have not been able to obtain 
clarification or documents necessary to progress them.  Relying solely on email, or post for 
communication is often not as time efficient as telephoning the applicant to resolve the query. 

On occasions, D&S IFCA has a need to engage with named representatives, as much as the 
mobile fishing permit holders themselves.  Having telephone numbers of these masters can 
be a quicker and more effective form of communication.  It is often the master that would be 
more interested in receiving an update, attending an event, or supplying Officers with 
information about the vessel’s fishing activity, rather than a non-seagoing vessel owner.  

• It is the view of Officers that supplying a telephone number for both the permit holder 
and any named representatives becomes a mandatory requirement.  

Amended Policy (all other permitted fishing activity) 

Officers believe that there is merit in repeating this approach to potting, netting, and diving (for 
specified shellfish) permits.  For all commercial permits involving these fishing methods the 
same policy, of requiring both an email and telephone number for both the vessel owner and 
any named representatives, should be applied.  Application forms for these Category One 
Permits would therefore be amended. 

Regarding Category Two (recreational) Permits for these fishing methods, the policy can be 
solely aimed at the recreational permit holder.  Although details are currently still needed for 
any named representatives, the choice of email or telephone number can remain.  The 
reasoning is that named representatives for recreational permit holders are not authorised to 
conduct fishing activity in the same way as named representatives for commercial permit 
holders.  In addition, in the future it is possible that future byelaws will include no provision to 
enable recreational fishers to appoint named representatives and therefore the contact details 
for those named representatives, will not be required.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 

Background Papers 

• Policy to Provide Sufficient Contact Details (Netting) 

• Policy to Provide Sufficient Contact Details (Potting) 

https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Nets-PolicyforcontactdetailsFeb18.pdf
https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PottingPolicyforcontactdetails1stJuly2018.pdf

